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| Caſcsof Conſcience abaur Prayiog in 
Faith, are ſtated and reſolved, 
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PHoever thou art that 
takeſt this Book into 


| as to thy ſpiritual 
Rare, thou art eithee a Sinner, or 


a Saint; a Beleever, or an Unbes 7. ;. ;6 
he va, 3*3 
leever, in Chriſt, or out oft Job. 5.12 


Chriſt, for betwixt theſe here is 
no Medium, or middle ſtate. 


Now if thou beeſt a ſinger, ao . 


+ unbeleeving Chriſtleſs ſoul, 
G & Then here1s the root of all 
= thy ſpiritual. miſery (which is 
'3 great beyond expreſſion)and the 
* bar, that keeps out all ſpiritual 


* good and mercy irom thy ſoul, 


that thou art ata diſtance, and e. 


4 ftranged from: communion, the 
J. | 


Az lweet, 


4 thy hand, know, that 


 Z To the Reader, 


ſweet, and ſoukemriching, .foul- .. 
ſanciifying, ſoul-ſaving;andſonl- 


Jeh.t7.3 ſatisfying communion of Jeſus * * 
| Chriſt, which is the life of grace, © 
| the life of elery, the life of God! | 
f Epbecſ. 4+ It, Alienazed fern the \ © 
j life of God. v ; 

And this is thy Hell upon Nj 


Earth, though thou knowelt it 

Eph. 2-1: qot,- that thou art without God; | t 
2nd without Chriſt in the world, iz! 4 
z, e, without true ſpiritual enjoy- -. + ( 
| © ment of God, and Jeſus Chriſt, | 1 
through want of the life and ex- "Wi 
erciſe of Faith in thy ſoul, and * it 
through a ſinful negle&t, or a - | a 

| miſ-rerformance, as of all other | v 
holy curies, ſo eſpecially of this | ri 
great duty of prayer, in the ccn- {, tc 
ſtant and right performance ; fe 
whereof, ſuch ſweet and blefled | ſe 
communion with God may bee ' ff 
enjoyed; as Galeatizs Caracciolns, | te 
that famous J7taliay Convert 
(having taſted the ſweetneſſe | 

| thereof | 


| 
} 
k 
| 


To the Reader, ” 


- .. thereofinhis own ſoul, and ha- 
- + ving forſaken all that was dear 
Ss © "to himinthe world upon that ac- 
, © count) was wont to ſay . That 
I! | » heewas not worthy the name of a 


je |, Chriſtian, that did not prize one 
. # moments communion with God be- 
n '. fore a thonſand worlds ! 


it . © Now Reader, know, that if 
JI; __ thou'beeſt ſuch a one as att yer 
J, +. a ſtranger tro communion with 
7- .» God; it is one deſign of this fol- 
t, | lowing Treatiſe, to lead thee un-: 


x- |, tothe Father, by the Son, and to 
1d ' inſtruc ttee into this grear duty 
a - , and myſtery of praying in Faith, 
er | whichif the Lord ſhall give thee 
is *. rightly to nnderſtand, and wiſely 
n- {, toimprove, wiil open {ucha coor 
ce | foreſcapeout of thy ſpiritual mi- 
2d 4 ery, and for the letting in of all 
ee ' ſpiritual mercies and bleſſings in- 
xs, _Ttothy ſou), as may make thee 
rt , happy toalleternity. : 
Z © It thou beeſt a Saint, a Belee. 
KW t,55 TP A 3 ver, 


To the Reager. 


Pla. 39-25 yer, a Soul in Chiiff, then to in- | 
- hag joy communion with him is thy | 
».3- 5 life,thy glory,thy joy,thy cxown, + 
thy heaven upon earth; nothing : 
 ſoſweet, nothing ſo precious,no- . - 
thing ſo deſirable to thy ſoul, as 


communion and fellowſhip with 


the Father and his Son Jeſus | 
Chriſt, through the ſpiric, and in 


the conſtant and right uſe and 


performance of theſe. heavenly * 


ordinances, and holy duties, 


which are the ſweet walks of 


_— + {e'ns Chriſt, wherein hee de- 
lights to communicate himſelfro 
the ſouls of his people; And 


Cant.z.; thoſe ſpiritual Galleries, in which | 
the King is held and retained by - 
Cant-49 his beloved Spouſezin moſt ſwect | 


Cari. 2.4 embraces, and ſoul-endearing 
$26 converſes, to the raviſhing of the 
hearts of each other. | 
. Amoneſt which ſpiritual walks 
and ll there: is none in 


which Jeſus Chriſt doth more 


_ delight, 


why Ak © yaw bun mea ice ma a 


To the Rrader, 
delight, and abundantly commu» 
nicate himſelf to theiſouls of his 


** people, than in this great ordi- 


nance of prayer, which is there- 


fore called his delight, + |... Prov. 15-8 


Now *tis alſo the deſign and 
ſcope of this Treatiſe, to turther 
thy ſouls communion with Jeſus 
Chriſt in this ordinance of 


; prayer, by ſhewing thee 


7, The Neceſfity. | 
2. The Efficacy of Faith in 


' Prayer. 


Refolving divers ſcruples, and 
Caſes of Conſcience about it. 
Awakening and ſtirring up thy 


. foul toit, teaching thee to bee 
- fpiricual and heavenly in ir, and 
' revealing unto thee the great 


and glorious things that may be 
done and obtamed by it. 

| Therefore whether thou beeſt 
Sinner or Saint, in Chriſt, or out 
of Chriſt, ſtrong or weak in 


-, grace, read this {mall Treatiſe; 
BEr=e and 


- > COW nn Ay 4c 
Rn we rnd? 


Tothe Reader. 


hereafter : And. if thou reapeſt 


6 | by this diſcourſe, give: him. the. 


[ll made worle by it, blame neither 
ff the Author, nor the Inſtrument, , 
but thine own heart as the cauſe. 


andthe Lord give thee to-under- / 
ſtand what thou readeſty fincere- | 
ly to imbrace, and, faithfully to ? 
practice what thou underſtand- | 
- eſt, and to reap the ſpiritual fruit 

li thereof in grace here, and gldry | 


any fruit and benefit to ;thy ſoul / 
| 2Jory, who is the Author, of . 


# Truth, not the Inſtrument, And ' 
[| if thon reapeſt no fruit, or beeſt -. 


eſt 


: 

a 
"= - 
- *2 4s 


To the Reader. 
By a Friend of the Authors... . 


'T# is enſuing treatiſe was put «to 

my hard,by the worthy Author ther- 
of, whoſe hamility was jealons of the-pub- 
lication of this peece; By a curſory view 
of it, I quickly perceived the [pirit of it, 
aud preſt to the prong of it, for the 


relief, quickening ,. aſl conſolation of 


 Juih arunderſtaud praying in the Holy 


Ghoſ#. And do therefore think meet t0 
acquaint you that the Anther of this trea- 
tiſe of prayer, 1s well kaown tobe ajudi- . 
cious, and fauhful Mimſter of God, and 


1 ſervant of Teſws Chriſt, who hath witneſ- 


['o: 


A 

, 

h 

£ 

% 
- 5 


; ſed a good confeſſion, and that in bonds, . 
' for theCommandments of God, and the 


teftinzony of Jeſus," Tawhich conduion, 
»9 doubt, his ſonl was converſant 1 this 
heavenly exerciſe, and was taken, (46 0+ 
thers of bis fellow ſervants,) into 4 more 
mntmate communion with Jeſus. Chriſt, 
whoſe breathings and cryes, with others 
of his brethren, are gone up into theears 
of the Lord of Hoſts, Pla.g7, Is 

a 


To the Reader. 


The Areſer of the Betbres lat | 
veat WratD af prrit of prayer, | 
- this Houre, and hath Llaſphemi.d tas | 


the higheſt rate that ever was heard of in 


any generation, being greatly tormented. 
thereat, crying out, Oh, Away with this 
praying in the ſpirit. Wonderful it is, | 


that men pretending Chriſtianity, and to 
have read the Holy Scriptures , ſhould 
 decry praying im the Spirit, (which 5 per- 
feilly oppoſed to ſtinted forms) but that 


the way of the Spurit #n the hearts of the : 
called of God, iT fooliſhneſs, even tothe 


| Wiſe and learned that know it not, © 
'' The Anther of this Book, As A good 


witneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, hath given out a 


boly and experimental Teſtimony to this 


Spiric of prayer, and hath diſcovered 
the abomination of Hypocritical pra; - 


ing, in the vain repetitions axd ſaying | 


long prayers for a prerence, Mar. 6. 
7. and 23. 14. to juſtle out the ſpirit of 
prayer. promiſed to all Mihitters ſexe by 
Jeſus Chriſt, and all Saints, eſpecrally 


2 the New Teflament daies. If this 
ther fore come into the hands of auy pray- 
= ſorts, know thor art yet withour 


theTpirit , a#d ſo art none of Jeſus 


Chrifts 


Cs 
. 

. 
; 


To the Reader, 


Chrifts, Roms. 8. 9. Where-ever theSpirit 
: of Grace 5, it z5 4 Spirit of prayer, 


#-- 


Zach. 12. 10, Doſt thou fe: 1 the guilt of 
fin, the want of pardon, peace, grace, ho- 
lineſs, thou world/t ot need the words of 


. others to help thee in praying, but thas 
; wouldſt know what it «, for the ſpirit to 


help (the proper and oze!ly help 11 pray* 
er) thy infirmities , and could? bee mb 
more [ansfied withdry and empty forms, 
then a hungry man with A Ir. 

If thou art a weak doubting ſoul, and 


complaneff of An unbelieving heart , 


(which is a good ſywptome) here thaw 


mayeſt meet witch plain and ſpiritual re- 


: ſolves to thy doubts, about the acceps+ 
france of thy prayer, and the looking for 


anſwers thereof, aud what faith thou art 
to exerciſe ou promiſes in order thereunrts, 
Yea all Saints may be further wnftru- 


| fled in the efficacy and prevalency of 


Prayer, and to be enconraged- hat the 
Lord will not caſt off a praying Genera 
tion that cry day and mohke unto hin: « 


The l ord batten to power forth the ſpi- 


rit of lt ght and prayer P02 his people.and 
pon the world, as the beſt ſign of his 
own approaching to jndge the earth, 1s 

33 the 


To the Reader, 


the wanting for which, let all that have 
received the firſts fruits thereof be found} 

at this day;T o which expeflation, Read-4- 
er, 1 commend thee, aud this ſpiritual F, 
treatiſe to thy feruſal, and it, and thy 
ſelf to the bleſſing made over to the ſeed 

of Jacob, that wraſtle it ont with God, _ 
«1d prevail over him. The Saints do 1n 

a ſenſe, govern the World with Jeſns , 
Chrift already, by the ſpirit of Prayer | 
that is m them, making rterceſſion in 
them according to Chiifts interceſſion 

in heaven, and uſually wee may know, © 
what God ts about to do inthe world by 
the prayers of his Saints, eſpecially in _ if 
this laſt age of the world when their ſouls , 
. travel and are 1n pangs for Sions Redem , [$ 
- ption, and the earth-quake to comemto = 
the Nations of the world, till all the foun- 
dations of it, (as laid for the intereſt of be 
Babylon and Antichriſtianiſm)are ſhak- |, 1tS 
en and out of courſe, whichthe Lord w'll . an 
haſten in his time. But [muſt break off, | ad, 
and be-ſpeak, thy prayers for the Author | 96 
" and my ſelf, and all the Lords afflifted :. ore 
Admifters, that are mourning 1H Corners, ; ſs] 


refling, 


- Thy Servant for Jeſus ſake, wa 


have ; *. oh. of P"Y | 
— EOSHESSTATS 
aa F- | 

_ | Jacob wreſtling with God, 
fee 7 _ © _ and prevailing. 

0d , 30 | 

do 1% | | 

f eſns , Matthew 21. 22. | 
ayer And all things whatſoever ye ſhall 
ack in Prayer beleeving, ye ſhall | 


[ſ108 SLE 
now, © Tecerve, 


id by 
; i= [RW HisText is brought inas 
/ouls ; IF an Epipbonema or Clo- 


_ + (CSS ling [peech tothe hiſto- 
\,,. - Iy of the fruitleſs Fig-tree, which 
/ of | being curſed by Jeſus Chriſt for 
1ak- | Itsbarrenneſs, preſently withers, 
»'/1: and is dried up, v.1ig9.to the great 
of, ; admiration of the Diſciples,verſ.. 
thor | 26. which action, as it was extra« 
” ; ordinary and miraculous in its 

» { ſelf, ſoin the tendency thereof ic 
ike, i Was of extraordinary uſe to the 


B Diſciples, 


The Neceſiity of 
Diſciples, and did carry along 
with 1t a doable inftration, 
© Firft, To beware of an outſide 
formal Prafeffion, without ſpi- 
ritual fruit,and a ſuitable conver-. 
ſation, which is alway attended 
with the wrath and diſpleaſure of 
God, and is nigh unto curſing, 
Heb. 6. $. 2 
Secondly, To teach the great. 
Efficacy and Power of Faith,and 
what great things may be done 
thereby, either extraordinary, ac- 
cording to that difpenſation of 
workiug miracles, which was but 
for the rite preſent, and peculiar 
toſome, verſ. 21. for all had not: 
this gift, nor faith of miracles; 
I Cor. 18. 29. 30. G 
2. Orelſe ordinary, according 
to the gift and force of prayer, 
which-is perpetual and common. 
to all the Saints, by nagar 
have a conſtant and joynt acce 
ro the Throne of Grace in all 
cauſes 


Fu LY —_ TY 0 oY TENT REN iy" 


CEC 


n all 


uſes 


Faith in Prayer, 
cauſes whatfoever, and may ac- 
cordingly prevail with God, pro- 
vided they pray in Faith ain the 
Text, And all things whatſoever, 
Oc = 

In this Text of Scripture there 
are two things principally taught 
and commended to our conſige- 
ration. ; 


[. Hee Faich in 
2. The Efficacy $ Prayer. 


The firſt, viz, The Neceſlicy 
of Faith in Prayer, is gathered 
from the word| Beleeving] which 
is brought in as a ſpecifical and” 
qualifying adjunct, or neceſſary 
tagredient to all our prayers. Ad 


: allthings whatſoever ye ſhall ack in 


prayer beleeving, ye ſhafl receive. 
The Neceffity of Faith in 
Prayer, is alſo gathered from 0- 
ther Texts of Scripture, as Heb. 
I 1.6. But without Fatth it i impoſ- 


ſtblt to pleaſeGod: for he that cometh 


Z 39 


The Neceſſity of 


” God muſt beleeve, rc, And a- 


ain, Fames 1.5, 6. If anyof you © 
| Tick wijdome, let him aik of God, 


&c. But let him askin Faith, And 
look, as the body without the 
ſoul is dead and uſeleſs, and can- 
not perform the ations of a man: 
Sqgalſo Prayer. withoar Faith, is 
dead and unprofitable, Fames 1. 
6,73. So that Faith is the ſoul 
and life of Prayer,and therefore a 
neceſlary ingredient thereto. 


I. Queſt, or Caſe of Conſcience, - 


But what kinde of Faith i that 
which ts ſo neceſſarily and 1#aiſpen- 
ſibly required in all onr prayers to 
Goa? witthe Faith of Aſſurance? 
6r the Faith of Relyance ? ſeeing 
James ſaizh, it muſt be withour 


wavering, and'in nothing doubt» | 


ing : Therefore it would ſeem that 


there is required in all onr prayers to 
Goa, a Faith of Aſſurance, yea, of | 


= 


= a >= ai. hep yo 


Faith in Prayer, 
full and perfe Aſſwrance, which 
admits ef no doubting or uncertainty 
of the mind in the thing acked, and 
that a Faith of Relyance u not (ſuf- 
fetunt erng that is alwaies attend- 
ed with ſome doubting,as in Eſther, 
(If I periſh, I periſh] ſhe relyed »p- 
0 God in the uſe of means, but yet 
was doubtful «s to the (ſucceſs and 
event thereof, Now if this Faith be 
wof* accepted in prayer, then the 
prayers of moſt of the Children of 
God are ineffeitual, ſeeing moſt of 
them have not the Faith of Aſſu- 
rance. | 
That ſaying of the holy man 
Fames, (hall be cleared in its pro- 
per place, 
Anſw. But in anſwer to the 
Queſtion, it is affirmed, That al- 


' . thoughit be the duty of allChri- 


ſtians to preſs after the Faith of 
Aflurance, as that which tendeth 
exceedingly to their comfort and 
inward joy : Yet where there 1s a 
-D-4 Faith 


6 


The Necefity of 


Faith of Relyance, #,c. the heart. 
doth inwardly reſt uponGods al- | 
ſufficiency, mercy, faithfulneſs, * - 
truth,&c, yebwith doubting and 


uncertainty of the mind,whether 
the thing ſhall be done which is 
asked of God in prayer; the 
prayer is accepted of God, and 


ſhall certainly have a gracious re-* 


turn in due time, N 

But that we may be the nfore 
clear and diftin& in our handling 
this point, to the ſatisfaction and 


comtort of weak and ſcrupulous 


conſciences : we ſhall firſt give a 


| briet deſcription of theſe ewo *© 
kinds of Faith, in their diſtin& | 


and ditfterent natures; that ſo the 
perſon who 1s ſcrupulous may 


the better judge of his Faith, of 


what kindeit'is: And then wee 


-Hſhall by Scripture and experience | 
*make good our aſſertion, vis. ; 
thata Faich of Relyance is ac- 
cepted of God in prayer, where 
the -j 


MY CO bui{tp ys MP, 2 A =» 


ow" on #w—=* 


Faith in Prayer, '7 
the faich of Aſſurances wanting, = 


Faith of Aſſurance deſcribed. 

"The Faith of Aſſurance there- 
fore is a full perſwaſion, and cer- Heb. 10. 
tain Afﬀfurance of the mind of a3 Tk 
Beleever, of the thing asked or ;;,r4,:5 
hoped for, grounded npon the 1 Job: 5:6 
clear and infallible teſtimony of **"*- 51 
the Word and Spirit of God in 


their joynt'witnels. 


Faith of Relyamce deſcribed. 

The 'Faith of Relyance is the 
inward reſting of che heart upon ea.37.7 
God, his name and attributes, Jonab 3- 
viz, his power, wiſdome, metcy, ggher a. 
faichfulneſs, truth, 8c, for rhe 16 
performance of his Word and > "3-" 
Promiſe in general, without any x7, r8 
certainty or aſſurance of the 
mind, with application thereof to 
rs ſelf in ſpecial,wanting the par- 
ticular witneſs and reftimony of 
the Spirit in the caſe, which al- 
| B 4 wales 


8 


The Neceſcity of 


wanting in this Faith of Rely- 
ance, Of this kind was the Faith 


of the Lepcr, Mat. 8. 2. [Lord if 


tho wilt thow canſt make me clean] 


there was a relyance upon the ; 


power of Chriſt te do the thing 


asked, but a doubtfulneſs or un- 


certainty of the mind as touching 
the application of - that ability 


and healing power to himſelf in ; 
particular, And therefore he puts 


| 
waies is preſent in- the Faith of | y 
Aflurance,but alwates abſent and | 


| 


- 


- ty 


it with an ifs [Zord ef thou wilt] - 
ſpeaking of his particular and ſe- ' 
cret will in the caſe propounded; 


which was not yet made known, 
and therefore he might without 
fin doubt of it : But as to his ge- 


neral will, and infinite readineſs ' 
to heal the ſick, cleanſe the Le- 


pers, &c, which was abundantly 
revealed and made known both 


. by Scripture and Experience, he 


could not have doubted thereof, 
without 


— 
of 


nd | 


th * 
if } 


Faith in Prajer. 
without great ſing. and ſo would 
conſequently have been reproved 


— Thus having deſcribed theſe 
two kinds of. Faith, in their di- 
ſtint and different natures, 


whereby every one that cometh 
; unto God by prayer ; may. be _ 
able to judge of himſelf,: and 
know what kinde of Faith it is, 
' that he comes withall, We ſhall 
; Proceed to make good the- Aſ- 


' ſertion, viz. 


; Aſler. That a Faith of Rely ance 
& accepted with 'God in prayer, 
where a Faith of CAſſurance 
# wanting. Proved,- 

1. By Scripture, 2 Cor.$. 12. 
It is accepted according to what 4 


' man hath, and. not according to 
: what he hath zot, The general e- 
- Quity and force of which Rule 
, reacheth not onely unto the-caſe 
of Alms; to which the Apoſtle 
doth there apply it, but alſo un- 


to 


=_— 


The Neceffity of | 
2b: all other: caſes wherein wee | hea 
have to do with God, and parti- | kin 
cularly unto this caſe of prayer,} cor 
for otherwiſe God ſhould ſeem} ſur; 
to be a hard Maſter , reaping: ma] 
where he hath not ſown, andga-. whi 
ehering where he hath not ſtrow-: Fai! 
ed, and : expeQing to receive} of h 
where hee hath nor firſt given,* not 
which cannot ar any time, nor in An 
any: caſe be juſtly ſaid of him,” and 
whois infinite in mercy, and with: whi 
whom there is no untighteouſ-. £00 
neſs, all whoſe commandFare e- E 
gual and reaſonable. And who; in th 
receiveth not from his creature, cep1 
bur according to the gift of his* the) 
own grace, which hee hath firſt! wha 
beftowed, Row. 11.35, for wh 2 
bath firſt given to him? Now for-/ ſo is 
afmuch as Faith is not of our! cont 
ſelves, butis inan eſpecial man-: who 
ner the gift of God, who work-; Goc 
eth all things after the counſel of, Adh 
his own will, and planteth in the! have 
9 hearts; 


£1 Feanh in Prayer, "#1 
ee | hearts of his people differear 
thy kinds #nd meaſures of grace, ac- 
er,! cording to his own good plea- 
Mm; ſure, and the uſe he intends ro: 
ng: make of them: Trremains,that 
2a-. where the Lord hath wrought a 
w-: Faith of Relyance in the hearts 
ve,j of his people, to whom he hath 
en,” not given the Faith of Aſſurance, 
'in And they come to him in prayer, 
m;” and inthe uſe of all holy means 
th: which he hath appointed for the 
: good of their ſouls, with ſuch a 

e-: Faith as himſelt hath wroughr 
ho; in them; he doth graciouſly ac- 
re, cept them according to what 
his they have, and not according; to- 
Ir! what they have nor. . 
ph 2. By Experience; and this al- 
or-/ ſo.is manifeſt by the common and: 
Dur; conſtant experience of theSaints, 1.1aſtance 
an-- who when they have ſo come to 
rk-; God in prayer, with a' Faith of. 
| of, Adherence, where Afurance 
the! have been wanting, have been 
arts} gragouſly 


= 


{ +12 The Neceflity of | 
gracioufly. accepted of the Lord| H« 
 andreceiyed a gracious anſwer gf Soz 

ſuch Prayers, As in the caſe of thi vos 

Leper above-mentioned, Afar, $ her 

2,3.who when he came to Chrifſma; 

in prayer,only.in a Faith of Rely ftra 

ance upon his power. to help; mo 

when as he had no aflurance of Fai 

his particular will and purpoſe a&did 

to. himſelf, and therefore. puts ar the 

if upon that; [ Lord if thou wilihis 
then canſt make mee clean] way her 
| graciouſly accepted of the Lordyaſſu 
| and obtained a ſpeedy and full her 
anſwer of that prayer,ia the very{diſc 

thing he asked, verſ, 3. [And Fei Chi 

Js put forth his hand, and touched! Fi 


af 


1m, ſaying, (1 will) be thog clean; anlv 
and immediately his Leproſie was! S 
cleanſed.) | #4 d; ,ofh 
-...*-, And ſolikewiſe in the caſe'o 
2-laftance the Woman of Canaan, Mat. 15, 
22, --- 29. who came to Chriſt? 
in prayer on the behalf of her af-/ 31 
fited daughter, werſ.22. Saying} her 
Fs £7 Haw; 


Futh in Prayer; 13 
,ordi Have mercy ou mee, O Lord, thou 

er of Son of David, my daughter i grig- 

f hl veuſly vexed with 4 Devil, Now 

;t. $ here was wrought in this Wo- 
hrif{man ( though a Capaanite, 4 

elys ſtranger, an alien from the Com- 

elp; mon-wealth of 1ſ7ael) a mighty 

e mow of Relyance, by which ſhe 

ſe did marvelouſly cling to Jeſus 
s.ar'the Son of David, relying upon 
wil:his mercy, and power, to help 

waz her, though ſhee had no certain 
ord;aſlurance, that ſhee ſhould have -* 
full/her petition granted; but many * * 
ery{diſcouraging paſſages from 
Fe4 Chriſt, As, 

-hed! FirſtyHis filence to her prayer, 
can, anſwering her not a word,v.23. 
wa Secondly, His ſeeming denial 
z of her requeſt, with thisreaſon a- 
e off gainſt it; That he was not ſent, 
Lſave tothe loft ſheep of the houſe of 
riſts 1ſraet, verſe. 24. 

af-] 3dly- His upbraiding her with 
ne) herſtock and generation; being 
ave; | deſcended 


Y 
bs 
oy 
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deſcended - of the curſed ſtoch 8% 
and generation of the Caneaxi te; 
in reſpe& whereof he calls heri A 
dog, verf. 26. by all which ir » to 
mot clear, ſhe neither had, na 

could have any afſurance,bur on: 2. 
ly ſhe exerciſeth her Faithof Re 
lyance, notwithſtanding all diffy 
culcics and diſcouragements, and #hc 
ſill ſhe-prayes, and worſhips thi; #e: 
Son of David, confeffing her om). ©6 
_— _ unworthinefs., ani 5 / 
juſtifying the Lord in calling ha 
dog,and taking =oaraeage to. 
upontohope that yet there might Fa! 
beſgme crumbs of mercy for het- bu! 
verſe 27. Truth Lord, yet the Dogs Out 


eat the crumbs that fall from thei; We 


Maſters table. Andat length witt' Bot 
this Faith ſhe prevail and hath 10S: 
2fulbanſwer of her en. rao the 
a high commendation of he Fal 
Faith, verſ. 28. Then Feſus an, BÞ 


 fwored and ſaid unto her,0 Woman, 
gread ts thy Faith bee anto thu ® "a 


by 


evel 
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even as thiu wilt: 4nd her Dangh- 
- ter was made whole the [ams hour, 
her! And ſo much by way of aniwer 
it «. to the fiſt Queſtion. | 


na | 
[ coo 2. Queſt. Or Caſe of Conſcienee, 


iff But whether i it [officient te have 
\ and} 3he habit andibeing of Faith inthe 
thi: heart when:we —_ or is the £65 
ow. _ and atting of Faith hg 
ani, ty —_ alſo 
he Awfy. That it is not ſufficient 
ere, to have the babir and being of 
tight | Faith in the heart when: we pray, 
-hed-but the exerciſe and aQtuality of 
Dog Our Faith is required -in our ad- 
;hei; defies. to God by prayer': 'tis 
wich not _ thar the = rſon pray- 
; Ing, be a Beleever, but alfo that 
with! © prayer made be a prayer of 
het! Faith, or a beleeving Prayer: 
—_ hence. it is put in the preſenc 
y_ ' tenſe: [ Beleewing} And all chives 
that whatſoever ye ſhall ack in Jrgnſn 
ws Hs leeving] 


TJeeving] not having nc 
| beleeving, in the preſent tenſe: 


The Neceſiity of | 


d 


intirgating to' us, that a preſent} 
exerciſe of Faith is required; o.-. 

therwiſe theprayer may be an un-, 

beleeving, and fo by conſequence: 

a fruitleſs prayer, though the per-, ,, 
ſon be a beleever;for a godlyman! ,, 
may make a carnal prayer; a be-' 
leeving man may make an unbe-, _ 
leeving prayer, As the good man; yp 
Foſbua ſeems to do, Foſb. 7, 7, 8, ,, 
9. Thetruth is, wee are ſaid to, ,, : 
have no more Faith than we act.. . hk 


And therefore Jeſus Chriſt ref, 


6 


v4 


7” 


proves his Diſciples as faithleſs,! - 
when, as *tis clear, they wanted: 
not the habit, but the exerciſe of 1, , 
Faith in that particular caſe of, , 
caſting out the dumb ſpirit, Aark; 
9.19. Thoſe prayers therefore argy;;, 
faithleſs prayers, in which therehj, 
1S not a preſent exerciſe of faith, 
though - the perſon or- perſon z;,, 


praying, be.in a ftate of grace;p xe; 


Faith 1n Prayer, 
and have the habic of Faith in 
their hearts. 


but | 
ae: | 
ent] 


> %*' 3, Queſt. or Caſe of Conſcience, 
UN-, If the exerciſe anda afnality of 
NCC” Faith be neceſſarily required in all 
PR] things whatſocver we ask of God In 
many the name of Chriſt, then whether 
be-/ may ſuch an exerciſe of Faith be ac- 
nbe-;. cepted, as is accompanied with (ome 
Ma Jonbting and wavering of the mind: 
73 5 or is ſuch an exerciſe of Faith only 
LO, current with God 13 Prayey., as 1s 
Ak clear ana ſtedfaſt, without the leaſt 
Ie-3 doubt or wavering * 
leſs, The reaſon of this ſ{cruple or 
nted!veſtion is, that ſaying of the ho- 
& O!!1y man Fames, in his chap. x. v.6, 
E Ol. But let him ask in Faith,nothing 
pavering; for he that wavereth i 
the a wave of the Sea, driven with 
erty he wind, and:tg{ſed; for let not that 
aithay think, that he fhall recerve any 
rio} bins of the Lord, Now if ſuch an 


race xerciſe of Faith, as is attended 


and C with 
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The Neceſ6ity of | 
with ſome doubting, be not ac-f 
cepred of God, and the prayers 
of ſuch be alrogether fruitleſs 
and unprofitable, as this Scrip-f 


ture ſeemeth to import, then is; . ' 


the hope,comfort and experience ? , 
of the moſt of Gods Children? 
thereby cut off and denyed; And, 
if otherwiſe, then how is this lay-g 
ing of Fames to bee underſtood,? 
and reconciled with other Scrip-. 
tures 2 

Ax, There isa twofold doubr- 
ing or wavering of the mind,(po-” 
ken of in Scri Ipture. 

The one which doth alwaits 
exclude and oppoſe Faith; ſc 
chat where ſuch doubting is 1s 
there 1s not the leaſt acting 0 
Rirring of Faith in the heart, *' 

The other, which doth onely/ 
argue weakneſs af Faith, ands' 
confi ſtent with the exerciſe and; 
aftuality thereof at the ſam! 
Lime in ſome degree. - 


4 
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The ſaying of the holy man 
Fames above-mentioned, 's to be 


" underſtood onely of the former, 


v4, {uch doubting or wavering 
of the mind , as. doth oppole* 


2 * Faith, and is exciulies tO it; AS 1s 


clear by the antitheſis or oppoſ1- 
tion of Faith, and wavering being 
ſet in the Text the one againſt 
the other; for faich Fames, Let 
him ask in Faith; And then hee 
oppoſes thereunto this word! wg- 


wvering} nothing waverizg, Py 


Ixueo ures, 7. 6. not diſputing or 
caviiling; ſo that *cis manifeſt the 


; Apoſtle ſpeaketh .of ſuch a 


doudting or wavering, as argaes 
a nullity and privation Of Faith, 
where there is no beleeving of 
the Promiſe and Word of God, 
but a diſputing and cavilling a- 
oainſt ic, and an oppoſing of it, 
As i in che caſe of that Lord, on 
whoſe hand the King leaned, 
when the Prophet by the Word 
C2 of 


20 


The Neceſſity of 
of rhe Lord fore-told ſo great 
plenty to be on the morrow in 


the gate of Samaria, who diſpu-' 


ting and reaſoning againſt rhe 
Promiſe and Word of God, out 


[ 
{ 

: 
B. 


Þ 
t 
JV 


of an unbeleeving heart, anſwer- *; 


ed the man of God : Behold, if 
the Lord would make windows 1n 
Heaven, mizht this thing bee ? 
2 King. 7.1,2. This was luch a 
wavering as Fames ſpeaks of, 


which argued a nullity of Faith, 
and ftrength of unbeleef in the j 


k 1s 


heart of that Noble man, who ! | 


thus diſputed and .cavilled a- | 
gainſt the Promiſe,g1ving no cre- | 
. dit to the Word of the Lord, 


{poken by the Prophet, nor in 
the leaſt acknowledging or rely- 
1ng upon t:.e power of God, for 
the performance thereof : And 


theretore was made a ſpectacle 


of divine vengeance, for his -dif- 


_ obecience and unbeleef, being | 
trudgdento death the next day in / 
| the : 


[pt OY No 


Fatth in Prayer, 
it } the gate, which verified the 
n jt Word ſpoken to him by the 
= Prophet : Thou [halt ſee it with 


ie thineeyes, but ſhalt not eat thereof, 
it | verf,2. compared with v.19, 20. 
r-% Andofſucha doubting as this 
* 1s that fayins of the Apoſtle 
' Par to be underſtood, Rows I4. 
23, And hethat donbtcth is damn- 
ed, becauſe he eateth not of Faith; 
for what ſoewver ts nos of Faith,is ſin. 
Tis evident in this place the A- 
; poſtle ſpeaketh of ſuch a doubt- 
: Ing, as argues a want of Faith,and 
; right underſtanding of trae Chri- 
| ſian liberty, in chat particular 
| aCtion of eating: In which hee 
{ that eateth without Faith, is 
y- * ' condemned in his own conſci- 
or þ ence, though the thing in 1t ſelf 
nd } be lawful, yet to him it *s ſinful 
le. and unlawful, for want of Faith 
iſ- ; in what he doth: Otherwiſe a 
ng , man is not condemned in that 
}action which he doth with ſome 
C3 doubtings 


22 


+ Kind ex- 


plained. 
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doubting; wherein there is alſoa | 
real and true exerciſe of Faith, 
though in a weak and low de- ; 


_ gree, As $10 in letting Cown 


the Net at the command of- 


Chriſt, Luke 5. 5. 


ture, is ſuch a doubting as is con- 


ſiſtent- with the preſent exercile 


of Faith, and argues only weak- 
neſs of Faith, but not the want 
of it; which kind of doubting i; 
found in the true Children of 
God,even 1n their beſt duties oft; 
times; the conſideration whereof: 
doth alſo much trouble and af+ 
Aid them. Now this kind of 


Gen.18. doubting, though it is ſinful,and 


13 
Mar. $. 


.s to be reproved, yet being a ſin 


Mac.14.31 of infirmity, and weakneſs, not of: 


wiltv] rebellion, or preſumption, 
the Lord doth in mercy cove! 
and paſs 1t by in his people, and 
doth not therefore reje&t thel 
perſons 


The ſecond kind of doubting: 
or wavering ſpoken of in Scrip- 


4 . 


P 


( 
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perſons, or any their ſincere and 


faithful ſervices, but doth gra- 
ciouſly accept them in his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt , notwithſtanding 
ſach infirmities as by the follow- 
ing inſtances doth appear. 

And thus Sarah was accepted 
of God in the exercile of her 
weak Faith,when the Lord made 
a promiſe of a Son to be given 
her in her old age, though there. 
in ſhe was not without fome 
doubtitg, as appeareth by com- 
paring Gez. 18, 12,13, 14. with 


Heb, 11.11. In the former, viz. 


Gen. 18. 13, Shes reproved for 
her doubting : Wherefore did $«- 


rah laugh ? u any thing too hard for 


the Lord ? Burin the latter, viz. 
Heb. 1x. 11. She is commended 


; and approved for her Faith at the 
* ſame time,and inthe ſame ation; 


Through Faith alſo Sarah her ſclf 
recerved ſtrength to concerve [eed, 
aud was delivered of a childe when 


C 4 ſhe 
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24 - The ; nds of | 
ſhe was paſt age, becauſe jhe Judged | {if 
him faithful who had promiſed : | ex 
Co ta a' by comparing theſe two'! ly 

\ Crue, WICH 1elare to the 
CG perion and action, It is Ma-_ | ACC 
nif:t thar Sarahs doubring | wi 
©,70u8' weaknels of Fait:,, did * 
not Linder her acceptance With pe: 
God 1n that action, wherein there | br 
was the real exercile of her Faith, | ing 
though weak anu wavering : for |, Ai 
{-irh "he T ext, hes Sire him exc 
| ik atthful who had promiſed, ' there- | alr, 
\ I robe the did believe the promiſe, / the 
WW!) and relye upon the faithfulneſs \ du1 
' ' of God for the performance} g. 1 
i thereof, notwithitauding thef lee: 
# freat doubting and ſtirring off cer 
uubeleef in her heart ar the ſame? {o,: 
time, which ver ſhe reſiſted , andf ter, 
alio at length £16 OVELCOMEe, þ do a 
Whence t}-ſe two things may } and 
tru'y be gathered, # ore 
1. Thar great doubting and * ' bel, 
wavering of the mind may _ 1 vey 
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red ; fiſt with the real, though weak 
a: | exerciſe of Faith in the ſame ho- 
vo} ly action, 
he 2, That ſuch holy aQions are 
12-.. accepted of God in Chriſt, not- 
ng | withſtanding ſuch donbrings. 
{id The truth of this doth alſo ap- 
ith] pear in the caſe of him who 
ere} brought his childe to Chriſt be- 
th, | ing poſſeſſed with a dumb ſpirit, 
tor , And now finding his caſe to be 
im} exceeding difficult,in that he had 
re-} already tryed the Diſciples; and 
ſe, * they could not caſt out this 
eſs| | dumb ſpirit out of his Son, Mark 
ncey 9. 18. hee begins through unbe- 
_ leef to hexſfitate and doubt con- 
of cerning the power of Chriſt al- 
me* | ſo,and} puts an [it ] upon.the mat- 
ind} ter, verſ, 22. But [if | thou canft 
ne. p ao any thine, have compaſſion on us 
nay : and help ws: fo that here was 
- great doubting and ſtirring of un- 
ind | | beleef, which Chriſt reproves, 
ON- ; | werſ, . and replyes to him; 1f 
liſt | thou 


z2:Inftance 
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thou canſt beleeve, all things an; 
pofiible to him that beleeveth,which | ; 
W reproof of Chriſt prevails ſo far! 2 
| Mt upon him to the breaking of his p 
We! hearr, and humbling of him for! 
NY: his unbeleet, that hee cryes out 
i with tears, from a ſcnſe of his 
fin, as well as of his childes mi} 
ſery, Lord, 1 belzeve, help min 
anbeleef, Now here was ſont c 
Faith mixed with great doubting? | 
and unbeleet, yet being bewatlet _- 
and coafeſſed, the prayer of thi 
diſtreſſed and afflicted Pather, on; ;, 
the behalt of his childe, is heard , 
and anſwered; for the dumb ſpi; . | 
rit is caſt our, and his chil | - 
my healed, wverſ, 25, 26,27. Bo 
Wt! Oh che infinite riches, and |; 
I, condeſcention of free grace ! tha} ;. . 
ever ſuch a prayer as this ſhould ,, 
be heard and anſwered, thac puty 1. 
an [if] upon the power of Chriff IK. 
Cif thou canſt ao any thing, hav effic 
compaſ1on on us ] And yet ther} (5, 
ps bein? 


ml 


Faith in Proyer. 
Hig being found ſome Faith in this 
may prayer (though attended with {6 
ofar! "rear doubting and aRting of un- 

bis. Scat doubring ng 
Pu beleef) it 1s accepted and owned 

| T: by the Lord Jeſus. 

wi The anſwer and reſolutian 
*! therefore of the queſtion, is, 
21" Thar although ir be the duty of 
2 the people of God, to preſs after 
. ing ſuch Faith in prayer,as is without 
Wn mind : And all ſuch doubting 
OW and wavering of the mind, is in 
! it ſelf ſinful, and to be reproveqaz 


eare 114 by no means to be cheriſhed 


oh and allowed : Yet ſuch doubring 
u* and wavering as doth ariſe onely 

' from weakneſs of Faith in the 
+ minde of a beleeyer (where there 
har is alſo 4 real exerciſe of Faith, 


? though in the weakeſt and loweſt 
er degree) doth not, nor can at any 
hav 
hert 


ns 
_ prayers 


doubting and wavering of thi - 
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time hinder the acceptance andy,,c, 
| efficacy of their prayers with Per.z.s 


| H_ o_ James 5. 
God, bur their perſons and is. 
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prayers are acceptable to God] ti 
through Chriſt Jeſus, with {ſin 
Notwithſtanding to all ſuch infir; rh 
MICs. | ; Mm: 
of 

4. Queſt, or Cale of Conſcience} pai 
If the exerciſe of Faith be meceſ\ hay 
ſarily required in all cur prayers njat 1 


God, then whether ts it at all times cal 


, and in all caſes required, that hu in 


who cometh ts God in prayer, doth\1an 
abſolutely and determinately beliewryeth 
for the wery thing, that he prayethIiCy | 
for * or that hee prayeth with a ſub-Mmot 
w3iſ5i0n to the will of God, either tal hi 
have the thing that he prayeth for; 
or that which the Lord may ſee to bt 
better for hins ? 

The occaſion and ground ofÞ 
this Queſtion, is, That ſome 
Chriſtians being earneſtly carried 
Out 1n prayer againſt ſome parti-: 
cular luſt or corruption, as pride, | 
envy,inordinate love to the crea- 
cure, or againſt the inward mo- hr 
tions | 


| Fath in Prayer, 
God] tions and luſtings of any other 
ch 4 fin, which they feel ſtirring in 
nfir{themſelves;praying that the ſame 

: may be removed, and taken out 

of the way , or for any other 
nce} particular mercy which they 
cceſ-{have an earneſt defire to obtain 
7s tijat the hands of God: Now be- 
mes,icauſe they finde not an anſwer 
+ het in the very thing asked , but the 
dothlame Juſt or corruption remain- 
ljiewteth ſtill unſubdued, and the mer- 
zyethicy ſo greatly deſired,ſtill denied, 
{«b-jnotwi:hſtanding all their prayers; 
FT hey uſually-conclude,that the 
.ſprayed not in Faith, and that 
cheir prayers are not at all accep- 
ced or anſwered, becauſe the 
d ofÞave not the thing asked; refer- 
omeÞing their caſe to that of Fammes 
$.3. Tee ash, ard receive not, be- 
Kaſe yee ask amiſs, And nor only 
Jn this caſe of inbred corruption; 
Put alſo in many other caſcs 
mo- -briftians are much pur to it, to 
ions know 
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know when they ask in Fairh,ang 
when they ask amiſs : Many con 
cluding they ask not in Faith, be? 
cauſe they have net the very , 
thing asked. 
Anfſ. The exercite of our Faith 

in prayer, muſt be either abſolut; ,, 
and determinate inthe very thing 1; 
asked, or conditional and latire? ,x. 
dinary; referring to what mayb? ,;, 
moſt agreeable to the will & ;p, 
God, whether it be the ver ;þ. 
thing asked ; or ſomething ellis ;þ. 
according to the nature of thy ,,, 
thing which we ask. ; 


'o). 


The Rule therefore which c gags 
Apoſtle propoſeth to himſqg 7 


concerning prayer, Is diligenth 1c. 
to be obſerved by every Chriſty (je; 
an, I Cor, 14. 15. 1 will pray mil pry 
the Spirit; and 1 will pray with uf yy, 
derſtanding alſo, It therefore ca ye4! 


- cernsevery Chriſtian to undg jq hj 


ſtand the nature of the think 2 
which hee asks of God in RY Th 
-— --. oo 


% 
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Land ;rherwiſe hee may ak amiſs. 
COM. The things which we ask of 
1,Ve} God in prayer, may fall under a 
VE) double diſtin&ion. 
1. In reſpec of God. 

Fat ,, In reipect of our ſelves; 
oluty which every Chriſtian ought 
thin diligently to mark and conſider, 
WH” that ſo hee may frame his peti- 
ay b} tions, and exerciſe his Faith 
ill & therein, according to the Rule of 
VE? the Word; for Faith is guided by 
ell! the light of the Word, and can- 
rt U not go againſt che Word, nor 
| without the Word in any thing, 
{ 1. Inreſpetof God. 
! The things which we come to 
cy ask of him in prayer, are either 
wy clearly and abſolutely revealed, 
promiſed, and fore-told in his 
} Word; or elſe ſecret, and not re- 
5 vealed, which hee hath reſerved 
Ct; 10 his own power. 

7 2. In reſpe& of our ſelves. 
2 The things which we come to 
the! 6 5 ae np NES ack 


\ 


3C 


? F 
(34;)58 


1. Rule, 


promiſed in the Word of God 
we ought to act our Faith abſo} 


The Neceſiity of | 
ask of God in prayer, are either h, 
abſolutely, and per ſe good and} ,} 
neceſſary for us; or they are} |, 
good and neceſſary for us onely. ,; 
upon ſuch and ſuch variable con-; x 
ſiderations, and ſuppoſitions, y EY 
wee are very apt to miſtake Y wi 
bout. | 
Now to apply thele genera e 
Rules to our caſe and queſtion in? qa 
hand. - r 
Inthings which are clearly re! fg; 
vealed, abſolurely. fore-told and 


lurely and determinately for the 
very thing we pray for, and nog 
co admit the leaſt doubt or que 
ſton, but to maintain an holy J nc 
confidence, that {uch prayers at} and 
alwaies heard, though not pref} timc 
ſently anſwered ; as 1 Jobs 54 
14,15. And this is the confident | rold 
that wee have in him, that if wt# Wo 
4k any thing according, to his ”w | | 

(8 . 


 Faithts Prayer, 


he heareth us, And if wee know 
that hee heareth ws,” whatſoever we 
45k, wee know that wee have the pe- 
titions that wee deſired of him. 
: There is no room for the leaſt 
; doubtor ſcruple in (ſuch rFings 
7 which wee ask according to his 
; will; but wee are to pray wich 
full aflurance of Fairkfand confi- 
* dencein ſuch caſes, that the ve-_ 
# ry ching wee ask is granted. As 
> forinſtance in ſome particulars. 


Suppoſe I pray for the down ;.taftanc: 


| fall and utter ruine of Babylon 


108 (chat Mother of Harlots,) I am to 


beleeve in prayer abſolutely and 
| determinately (Ewrhont If" or” 
+ And) that x very thing which 
| I now ask, is granted in Heaven, 
and hall be performed in due ' 
4 time; becauſe God hath clearly 
{ revealed, and abſolutely fore- 
& rold and promiſed the ſame in his 
# Word, for the comfort-of his 
il Church and People, Rev. 18, 2. 


Þ If 


. 34 The Neceſitty of 
IfI ask of God in prayer, the 
eliverance of his Church and 

People out of che hands of their ' 

wicked enemies, that -do afflict | 

themy I ought to Pray in full aſ-, 

ſurance of Faith, and with ſure : 
confidence, that the very -thing | 
- which I ask, is done in Heaven, ; 

and ſhall be certaigly accompliſh- ' 

ed.in Gods due time, becauſe he , 

hath clearly revealed, fore-told, 

and promiſed: the ſame in his; 

moſt holy Word, Pſal.395.39.40.; 

So likewiſe, when I ask of} 
God in prayer, the ſpiritual pre-} 
ſervation and keeping of his Ele 
ina time of tryal and temptation,} 
oY that not one of them may be ſe-j 
Wl ; duced, nor the gates of Hell. pre-} 
| vail againſt them, to the over- 
throw of their Faith. Herein 1 

am poſitively to beleeve, that | 

have the very thing which I des; 

- fire of God, becauſe hee hath; 
: clearly reyealed, and abſolutely] 
”: 55, =: poogni 


_——— 


2. [n{tance d 


3.Inſtance 


Faith in Prayer. 35 
promiſed the ſame in his Word, 
| Mat, 16. 18, Mat. 18, 14. Mate 

24. 24.2 Tim. 2. 19. And ſo in 

all other petitions for things of 

this nature, — es 

In things which are not clearly S<cond pare 

cevetiat. cot ablolutely Freed MITE 
mined by the Word of God, bur 

left dubtous, obſcure, and uncer- 

t5in as to us; the mind of the 

Lord concerning the ſame not 

being declared : wee are not in 

ſuch caſes to beleeve poſitively 
for the thing that wee ask of 
God, but torefer our ſelves to 

his wiſdome and choice therein, 

with ſubmiſſion to his holy will. 

Thus the Nininites in that fo- 1:Infang 
lemn work of faſting and prayer, 
joyned with repentance, did not 
nor could poſitively beleeye for : 
the thing they asKed of God,vis, # 
the ayerſion of that national _ | 
wrath which did hang over their 
head; but came to God in prayer 
Da with 


AG 


36 The Neceſſity of 
with a {may be'ot Faith] a [per- | or 
'adventure}] a who can tel], if God 

will turn and repent, and turn a- | 

way from his fierce anger, that wee 

periſh not, Jonah 3. 9, and yet | ye 


x] 
Ln 


< 
=> 
—— 
— 
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mW - - wee 2ccepred of God therein, } gn 
| 8 and had their petition granted, ! rj 
ww 10, - .. 

2. Inſtance: O Zeph. 2.3s« The meek of the ; thi 


earth are there exhorted to ſeek | 

the Lord, to ſeek meckneſs, to 

ſeek righteouſneſs, with this mo- 7 

tive : 1t may be yee ſhall be his in |; 

the day of the Lords anger, Where | 

the mind and will of the Lord in | 

the caſe is not clearly revealed | 

and inade known : There no | 

-; more 1s,required than a may be | ; 

© , efFaith, for Faith cannot go be- | 

yond the Word of the Lord. | 

"In this reſpect alſo the Apoſtle | 

3.Inflance Petey ſaith to Simon Magus, At. | 
8.22. Repent therefore of this thy * 

reg. 6 and pray God, if [per- | ner 
haps] the thought of thine heart |, 
RE... -__ 


Fatth in Prayes, | 27 
may be forgiven thee, His ſin was 

I- | great, his caſe very difficult and 

d | ſingular, the mind of the Lord 

4- | not certainly known : Therefore 

ee * the Apoſtle exhorts him to re- 

-C; pent, and ro pray; bur it muſt be 

> onely with a may be, nota cer- 

d, ! rainty of obtaining, with a per- 
taps: [if perhaps the thonght of 

: thine hears may be forgiven thee.) 

' Inthings which we ask of God ». Rule, 
- Inprayer, which are abſolutely 

- + and ſimply good and neceſſary 


torus. Wee are to belceve and- 
-our-Falth poſitively upon the 
Promiſe and Word of God, for 
the very thing that wee-proy for, 
| without any doubting or waver- 
| ing inthe—caſe, As ſuppoſe T 
z come to God in prayer to ask of 
{ him ſuch a meaſure of grace and: 
wiſdome, as may inable and fit 
©, | mee todiſcharge my duty in my 
: Place and ſtation, in ſuch a man- 
7- | ner as may be to his glory, and 
Ds -- - 


Inſtance, 


The Necefity of 
the good of his people : here my 
duty is to a Faith apon hig 
Word and Promiſe abſolutely; 
for the thing I ask, without ' 
the leaſt doubting or wapering, / 
for ſo I am commanded, Fames | 
I.5, 6, If any man lack wiſdome,| 
let him ask of God, fc. But lit! 
bim ask in Faith, nothing waver-\ 


ing. There is no room for doubt-! 


ing or wavering in ſuch a caſe as. 
this, in things of this nature, 

Ic is not lawful to doubt or: 
waver, though in ſome other ca-þ 
ſes it may be lawful,as hath been} 
already ſhewed; which hint may} 
give ſome further light to the! 
right underſtanding of this text} 


i 


of Scripture, which reacheth not} 
unto all caſes, but onely unto ci-; 
ſes of this or the like nature. * 

A pregnant inſtance in this! 
caſe, 1s that of Solomon, 1 Kings: 
3- 537,8,9, Where Solsmon,from! 


3 fenſe of Gods great goodneſs; 


10) 


Þ. 
x 


Faith in Prayer. 
in calling him to ſo great a place, 


and of his own great unworthy- - 


neſs, and inability to manage the 


' fame, to Gods glory,and his peo» 
' ples good, Omitting other things 


of more private concernment, he 


: makes his requeſt ro God for 
! Wiſdome and Underſtanding,ſu- * 
: table tolus place and ſtation,wer, 
-" 9, Give therefore thy ſervant an 
| wnderflanaing heart, 19 judge thy 


: prople, that 1 may diſcern between 


good and bad; For who # able 10 


"* Judgethis thy ſogreat a people ? Tt 
f being | 
; and neceſſary for him, in order 
to Gods glory , and his peoples 


a thing abſolutely! good 


00d, he asks abſolutely and de- 
terminately for this very thing, 
and no other, in exchange for it, 
and how acceptable and well 
pleaſing this requeſt of Selomer 
was inthe fight of the Lord, is 


* ſufficiencly declared in the ſtory, 
| woſ.10,11,12,13. 


D 4 


Bur 


n Y — BY PETE 
- , "F & #* 
: 9 | C | 
v 
: »7 
oy 
4 
» ? Ls 
. R 


| [414 
WOTner 


: | ; 
TR » 
a i ; i = 2 


Fo 


40 

Laſt part 
of ihe 
cond Rule. 


* 
= " "WE" 
*; 


- thing wee deſire; foraſmnch as} 


The Neceffity of 
But in things which are not | 147 
«bſolutely and per ſe good and Þ poſs 
neceſſary tor us,but may be good [xe 
or bad for us upon ſuch variable * hs; 
confiderations, which are beſt * Faii 
known to God, and about which ! will 
wee are very apt to viſtake: In and 
all ſuch caſes wee are not to be- i hear 
leeve for the very thing which Þ hee 
wee ask, but by Faith ro relye 7 thir 
upon, and refer our ſelves to the 5 mig 
wiſdome of God, fcr that which | hea 
hee ſeeth beſt for us. red 
| Neither are we raſhly to con-} 2 
clude, that wee have asked amils, 3 that 
and our prayers are not heard, be- 
cauſe wee have not the very | 


"7 


in all ſach caſes there is an excr- 
Ciſe of Faith, in ſubmitting ſuch 
deſires of ours unto the will of 
God, | 
Either Expreſſed or Underſtoed. 
1, Expreſſed: As in that pe- that 
tition of oyr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, jthe1 
Mat, : 


| Faith tn Prayer. 
0t | 2{at. 26. 39. O m7 Father, if it be 
nd. | poſs:ble let this Cup paſs from meey 
od-Fxevertheleſs, not as 1 will, but as 
ole * zheuwilt, Which exerciſe of his 
eſt 7 Faith,in ſubmitting to his Fathers 
Ch ! will, is yet more vigorous, v.42. 
In Zand Heb. 5.7. *Tis ſaid, hee was 
e- ; heard,;n that he feared;for,though 
ch }hee was not heard in the very 
ye ” thing asked, viz, thar the Cup 
he. 5 might paſs from him; yet he was 
ch | heard in that, wherein he ſubmit- 
"red himſelf to his Fathers will, 


41 


In-| 2, 1mplicite or underſtood, 8s in 1.Inſtance 


ils, 3that petition of .Pautzwhen hee 
eprayed againſt the thorn in the 
fleſh, that it might depart from 
; Fhim, 2 Cor, 12, 8. In which Pe-. 
Ftition queſtionleſs he did exerciſe 
4his Faith, and beleeved, though 
jnot politively , that hee ſhould 
thave the very thing hee asked; 
24. Fyet that hee thonld have either 
e- #that thing, v!z. the taking away 
ﬀ, 4the thorn in tvs fleſh, or elſe that 
7 which 


- 
3 
& 
[- 
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cial uſe and.benefit to him, ti 


The Necepity of f 
which the. Lord: at that ting 1 
ſbould ſee to be better for. him{jcar 
Viz. a ſufficiency of grace to reſhou 
fit and wichftand ir, In whit mb 
reſpect his petition was granted} ren 
perſ. 9. And hee faid unto mee} ber 
My grace is ſufficient for thee) pra 
which was much better for hin ring 
at that time, than that it ſhoull! Sat 
have departed from him; for he ma! 
ſtood in great need of ſuch an ex. to] 
erciſe at that time, And the thon! tio! 
in his fleſh, though it was ſhary Lo: 
and grievous to him, was of ſpe# for 
ſuf 
keep him humble, and to pre inal 
vent ſpiritual pride, and felt-exj the 
altation after. his abundance | of \ 
Revelations, and high enjoyd fle(] 
ments, verſ. 7, And leaft 7 ſhouth trot 
be exalted above meaſure, through mat 
the abundance of Revelations, then ven 
was given to mee 4 thorn in thi con 
feeſhy the meſſenger of Satan to buſi &c, 


fet mee, leaft I ſhould be exalted & of it 
( 
| 


bove meaſure, Hen 


| Faith in Prayer, 
tins Hence wee may obſerve and 
him{jearn, that the Lord knoweth 
> reſhow to make uſe of the Saints 
thick mbred corrupttons, and Satans 
ited; remprations, for their good and. 
mee} benefit: And therefore when we 
thee) pray againſt the motions and ſtir- 
him rings of inward corruption, and 
ould? Satans temptations, that they 
* her? may be tacen from us, It oughe 
1 Ex.. to be with this proviſo and condi- 
hon! tion expreſſed or implied, if rhe 


Þ 


hary Lord ſeeth the ſame to be good 
ſpe# for us, otherwiſe to have ſuch a 
1 ii ſufficiency of his grace, as may. 
pre# inable us to reſiſt and withſtand 
-ex4 them: for though the preſence 
f of ſuch things be as a thorn in our 
joys fleſh, 2. e. very grievous and 
boxt; troubleſome to us; yet thereby 
7087 many times a greater evtl is pre- 
vented, v:z, ſpiritual pride, felf- 
# confidence , ſelf-conceitedneſs , 
buſi &c, And though ſuch motions 
ed «| Of inbred corruption and tempta- 


Lence tions 
0 


rhe Neceſſity of 
tions of Saran are ſinful: Ye 
where they are reſiſted and withJan 

| Nood by Faith, Prayer, Watchſpra' 
fulneſs, 8c, they are not impy{thi! 
tedzas the Apoſtle Pax! teacherhſthe 
Roms, 7.17. Now therefore it us ngtor 
more 1 that doit, tnt fin that dwells i 
leth in mee, Yea fuch motiongtpray 
and ſtirrings of the fleſh, and bufgnate 
fetings of Satan, are oft-timegſflell 
given to the children of God ingmig 
great mercy to prevent a greateſFor 
evil, as the Apoſtle faith, verſ. 784 
There was given mee a thorn in thine. 
fleſh. FL lwer 
So that in ſuch caſes Chriſt;.Þut i 
ans may not conclude that: theirp!n 
prayers againſt ſuch motions and 
temptations, are not heard,or that 
they have not prayed in Faith, 
becauſe they are not preſently re- 
moved and taken away; for there 
Is an exerciſe and work of Faith 
:n ſubmitting ſuch deſires unto 
the wiſdome and will of God, and 
anF* 


Ye Fath in Prayer, FE, 
vithlan anſwer is given to ſuch 
2chhprayers, though not in the very 
rpuJthing deſired, yer in that which 
1ethÞthe Lord knowerh to be better 
£5 mafor them as in this caſe of Pax! 
!welyis moſt clear; hee prayes, and he 
ionfiprayes earneſtly, and importu- 
buſfnately, That the thorn -n his 
imegfleſh, the meſſenger of Satan, 
d ingmight depart from him, weyſ. 8. 
ateFor this thing I befought the Lora 
rſ. 1 hrice, that it might depart from 
s thine. And hee hath his prayer an- 
Ilwered not 1n the thing deſired, 
-iſt.Þput in that which was better for 
heirſÞum at preſent, verſ, 9. My grace 
and ſ»fficient for thee, The thorn in 
tharſ!5 fleſh, the buffering of Satan 
ich, E<maincth, notwithſtanding all 
7 re»(Þ'1S prayers againſt. it: ud yer 
here's prayer is heard and anſwered, 
aichÞ2 that hee hath a ſufficient mea- 
zntoFure of grace and ſtrength from 
and: hriſt to reſiſt and withſtand it. 
an$-99 likewiſe jn that caſe of+.logence 
6k, Iſrael 
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The Neceſſity of | 
Iſrael in the wilderneſs, whigCt 
being ſtung by the' fiery flyi 
Serpents, the fting whereot we 
deadly,and by which many dys 
they come ro Aoſes with ti 
requeſt, Numb. 27. 7. Pray ui 
the Lord, that hee take away il 
Serpents from us; And Mi 
prayed for the people: Anh 
though hee was not heard int*nc 
very thing asked, viz, That Fs 
Serpents ſhould be taken awaf-0 


which queſtionleſs they thougſ{h*! 


to be beſt for them; yer was thf * 
prayer anſwered in the lifting! heſ 
of the Brazen Serpent ; whiP!ed 
tpon other conliderations tif! 
Lord ſaw to be better for theÞ"<) 
at that time. Sowverſ..8. 4ndif® 

Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Make thet hey 
fery Serpent, and ſet it npon a pil zeal, 
and it ſhall come to paſs, that evi 2s 
one that is bitten, when hee look Els 1 
#pos it ſhall live, Wherein w f G 
exhibiced-a moſt lively rype Þ'©! 
ED Chrilk 


1 Faith in Pr ayer, - 
bo att and of that healing vir- 
flyigtue which the chilcren of God 
of wi do receive from him by Faith, a- 
; dyggataſt the. dead)y ſting of f1a, 
h 1191 he ting whereof would bee 
ry un deadly unto them, as well as un- 
ay ito others, were they nor healed 
by looking unto Jeſus Chriſt, 


int&nd, Fo. 3. 14z15, And where- 
Lat ts Many the dear children of 
awafGod, when they ſeel this ſting in 
ougſEteir conſciences,do pray carneſt- 
15 thy and importunately to have 
ing! heſe Serpents of their own in- 
whiPred Corruptions, and Satans 
S fl emptations' taken away thac 
che$hey might never more be ſtung 
o4;0d bure by chem (who though 
thufney do well to expreſs their 
4 pil zeal, hatred, and. holy indigna- 
onagataſt fin, which queſtion- 
ootaf©1515 well pleafing in the ſighs 
1 wÞf God) yer in praying fo poli: 
peq2\cly and abſolutely ro have 
; hrilk | theſe 


ho was lift up for that very 
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TH {} : 


The Neceſſity of 
thcſe removed, they do not praj W 
with that underſtanding ar { 
knowledge they ought, neith# anc 
do they therein pray accordiny Prc 
to the will of God,ocherwiſe thi the 

' by animwplicite ſubmiſſion, whis 
alwaies ought to accompany ſug! 


55k. x, anſwered in the remedy voudf wil 
>> fafedin Chriſt, which is beſts Na 
x Joh-r.9 all, ” Nect 
; Having as briefly as wee wy Nat 
could, paſſed through theſe Pray 
rious and weighty queſtions, ( :Gog 

caſes of conſcience,abour the uf *e 
ceſſity of Faith in prayet, for (Þ*®e < 
fatisfaQion and comfort of Gofonel 
hidden ones, whoſe property it}Pend 
not to take things of this naryſ*\ar 
upon truſt, but conſcientiouſly Nan 
enquire, till chey. be ſatisfactonſÞÞW ! 
reſolved from the Word of Gol th 
and have proved what his gol l2bon 
. and acceptable will, and their aF*< P. 

ty is,in all chings pertaining rolfey 
| wotll}. 


Faith In Prayer. 
4 wotſhip and ſervicez and wherein 
ſo much of their ſpiritual peace 
eth# and comfort is bound up,we ſhall 
rdin; proceed to give the reaſons, and 
e thi then the application of the 


whi Point, - 


, 


| Prayer, becauſe we'cannot other-_ 
z wiſe pray to the Father in the 
eſt ( Name of Chriſt; *tis of abſolute 

- neceſhity that wee pray in the 
we Name of Chriſt; otherwiſe our 
e Prayers are neither acceptable to 
1s, $G0d,nor profitable to our ſelves, 
xe be, acceprance and. efficacy ' of 
"r hehe Saints prayers with God, tart 
Gofonely upon this hinge, and de- 


There is a neceſſity of Faith in Keil. x 


y ifpend folely upon this [abſtratum, Joh. 14; 


argc the I 3, 14 
at y. are offered up in the 732 Fe 


ly{Name,and by the hand of Chriſt: xc,.s. 34 


torÞſow 1f chey fail in this, they loſe 
$4! their work, which is bur loſt 
gol labour; prayers without Faith, 
re prayers without fruit, becauſe 
roWaey are without Chiiſt: that 
ri. R. . --- way 


#s;; +.R5 
Wl thy. 


The Necefs” ity of 


which is Faithleſs, is Chriſ leſs, | 


and-therefore' muſt needs alſo by 


fruitleſs, for in him is all our fruit! 


found, Hof. 14. 8. Wee cannot. 
bear any fruitby any ſpirirual ſer. 
vice or ſacrifice wee tender up; 


'unto- God, but in and through! 


his Son Jeſus Chriſt, Now wet} 
cannot pray 'in the Name of 
Chriſt, if wee do not pray 
Faith, it 1s Faith onely that ti 


eth hold of -the Name and rey 
rics of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo brings 


our ſervices unto God, by him 
Fpheſ. 3. 12. To pray in th# 
Name of Chriſt, is to pray in thi 
Faith of his Name; we may pra 
with the Name of Chriſt in Ous 
mouths, and yer not pray in hi 
Name, unleſs wee pray with the 
Faith of Chriſt in our hearts. 

And obſerve it as a moſt ce! 
tain and infallible Rule of inter 
pretation, that where-ever wet 


a 


are in Scripture commanded 19 - 
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Faith in Prayer. , FL 
do, ' or promiſed to receive: any | 
thing in the Name of Chriſt, the 
meaning is, that wee ſhould do 
and recetye the ſame by Faithin 
his Name; and not by the bare 
 uſeof his Name in-our mouthis1 
; . andto repoſe any confidence,” or 
lay any ſtreſs upon the bare uſe 

of the Name of Chriſt in our 
thouths, any otherwiſe than wee 
have, and exerciſe the Fairh'of 
his Name in our hearts, is to a 
mote like unto Conjurors, than 
Chriſtians; more like Sorcerers 
than Saints, .LE&E.19.13, 14, I5« 
Then certain of 'the wvagabond 
Jews; Exorciſts, took upon them ts 
call over them which had evil (pi- 
tits, the Name of the Lord Feſwe, 
ſaying, Wee adjure . you by Feſws 
whom Paxl predsheth. And thers 
were ſeuty Sons, of owe SU0v0N 4 
Few, and chief of the Prieſts, which 
did fo, Andthe evil ſpirit anfwtred 
 andſaid,. Feſus:1 know, and Pant 1 
nn ant dl E o know, 


"ms 


The Neceſſity of 
know, but who are yee? And the | 
4x in whom the evil ſpirit was, | 
leapt on them, and overcame them, 
&'s. It ſeems by this Scripture, 
that *cis a peece of the Myſtical | 
Dodtrin of Necromancy,and the ' 
practice ofſorcerers,to truſt much ' 
to. the virtue and power of 
names; but this is nopart of the ' 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity, nor the . 
practice of true Chriſtians; they | 
do not expe&t to prevail with  ' 
God by the Name of Chriſt in * * 
their mouths,. but by the Faith | ] 
of Chriſt in their hearts, here | *© 
the ſeven Sons of Sceva come} Þ| 
with the Name of Chriſt in} F 
their mouths, thinking as many ! 
carnal Chriſtians do, to do great } 4 
| 
= 
e 


matters by- the power. of that 
Name; but wanting the Faith of | 
Chrift in their hearts, they pre- * 
vall nothing, bur come off with 
fhame and confuſion of face, , 


Fhrough their miſerable and un- | 


expected} - 


Faith in Prayer, 
expected diſappointment, and fo 
will all thoſe do thar truſt to 
their Carnal Forms, and - Ly- 
eurgies , and as they ſuppoſe, 
moſt Excellent , and Abſolute 
forms of prayers,which they con- 
clude with the Name of Chriſt, 
which they often, and in vain do 
take into their mouths , whilſt 
they have not the Faith ofChriſt 
in their hearts: To pray with 
the Name of Chriſt in the 
mouth,is fruitleſs and vain, where 
there is not the exerciſe of the 
Faith of Chriſt in the heart ; 
therefore the exerciſe of Faith in 
prayer, is of abſolute and indiſ- 
pen(iÞble neceſſity. 
' Becauſe weecannot otherwiſe gc, .. 
; pray aright, cis the light of Faith 
| onely by which the children of 
# Godare guided and governed in 

all the ſpiritual and heavenly ex- 
erciſes of Religion; the things of 
the Spirit, the things of eternity, 

E'3 are 


54 oy The Wecefiry of 
are unſeen things, things that are | 


3 'noffeen by the eye of tenſe, and | _ 
W.. natural reaſon; and the light of | as 
” «Faith onely,''15 thar, by which ! hos 


theſe things are ſeen and made * | 
E: \/ maniteſt, Heb. 11,1, Faith & the | Re 
1 /* evidence of things not ſeen. No 
a0 inferiour light can be ſufficient to | on 
guide in and abour thoſe things | | 


char are ſuperiour to it; the light = 
of ſenſe being an inferiour light; ,, 
in man, which is common to him ; vii 
with the brute, is not able ro} | ig 
ouide him in and about the} g7 
things of 2 man, which are pro-| the 


_ \,, perandpeculiar to him as a man: 
'- astoargue and diſcourſe, by fit| 
 mudiums cond ucing to ſuch anÞ 

end; to medirate upon the works # 

p of Creation and Providence ; . to? 
ſearch ont the natural C auſe. and 
; Reaſon of things, &c, To bee | 
gwded in, and abour ſuch things | 

hee muſt have, and exerciſe the | 

light of Reaſon, which is a ſupe- | 

riour 


| Paithin Prajty. 


| riouy lighe ro that of Senſe,” and 

fitted: and ſuited byithe wiſddth 

. * | of hiscrcator, and Planted 1 n him 
_ tor ſach.an end... = 
- . So-affo the light- .of nojocil 
: Reaſon , , which" s' an inferiour 
* light *ro-thar- of 'Faith , cafnor 
ouide a man in thoſe 4Rions and 

things which are Spiritual, ſub- 

lime, and above-the reach of Na- 

cure, depending” -ofily upon Di- 
: vine Revelation.” A'riian by the 
# light'of Nature carinor under- 
| ſtand 'nor (diſcern the things' of 
| the Spirit, 1 Cor2.14, 

'|F Now Prayer beivg a Work 
/ of the Spirit, and the things a- 
} bout 'Which' wee: converſe with 

* God in'Prayer; being Spirituall 
| and Heivenly things, "depending 

'$ npon [Divine Revelation, upon 
{ the teſtimony of the Word and 
7 Spirit of God, wee'muſ} of ne- 

* ceſſiry have a ſuperiour light to 

| Suide us ih thoſe things, 2, e, the, 

E 4 light 


The. Neceſſity of FT - 
light 'gnd evidence of- Faith pay 
which is a, Heavenly: gift ,: fronf yer 
the father of lights, ro.the chilf per; 
dren of the Kingdom, : by which* whi 
only, they: carji converſe with}  _ 
God, and. offer -up their ſpiritu;# yer 
all. Sacrificesand ſervices :to hin} miſ 
ina right manner. And as it js and 
jmpofible:fora man to ſee, and? rhe 
hear, and ſmell, and fee], and” erth 
taſte, withour ſenſe, or to medi. the 
tate, diſcourſe, argue and .undet-; are 
ſtand the natural cauſe of things} for 
without Reaſon ſo it is.impol-? 4. : 
ſible for a man to Pray, Hear the# yee 
Word, Receive the Seals of the you 
Covenant, or perform any otheis | 
{pirituall duty, in a right manner} dir 
without Faith, Heb.11. 6, Hee* rig 
therefore that prayes--without# but 
Faith, prayes. amiſs, and -there-# rig 
fore recelyes not any fruir of his} alt 
prayers, -Fames 4.3. _ 8 he: 
Object. Bat may xot 4 man that of 
kath no trut-Faith, make - (uh | the 


"= $7 DEE prayer, -! 


- Faith in Prayer. 
th!| Prayer, which for the matter of it is 
fronf wery good and hely, and aak ſuch 
chilF Peritians 45 are right and good,. and 
hich" which no m4u can finde fault with © 
with! Anfw. Wee grant hee mayzbut 
1tu;# yet ſuch an one doth ever ask a- 
\ hind miſs; for though he asketh right 
Its and good: things in prayer, yet 
and? the grounds upon which he ask- 
and” eth, and his ends and aims, and 
edt. the frame of his heart in asking, 
cer-, arerotten and naught; and there- 
ngs,* fore hee ever asketh amiſs, Fames 
Dol:* 4. 3. Tee 46k and have not, becauſe 
the? yee ask amiſs; to ſpend it upon 
the# yourluſts, | 1-0 
her? Reaſon and common light may 
nerf diret a man to ask good and 
Je right things of God in prayer z 
out? but. theſe cannot help him: to 
re-# right grounds, to right ends and 
hisf aims, and to a right frame of 

? heart in prayer, onely the light 
hat of Faith which is influenced by 
þ 4} the Spiritand Word of God can 
el 00: | do 
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The Necefitty of 
do this, Rom, '$,. 26. 27. To'pra 
withoat the, real exerciſe of try 
Faith, is ropray in vain, becau( 


fore the exerciſe of . Faith ii 
prayer is of abſolute neceſſity, | 

3- Becauſe otherwiſe we ca 
not pray with acceptation; at 
that is the duty of every Chr 


Kian, and the excellency of truf 
grace in every duty and holſpen 
ak 


4. 


ation, to look unto God as i 
ultimate and higheſt end,ro hay 
its acceptation and approbaric 
from him in all things, 2 Cor. 5 
9. Wherefore wee labour, that wht 
ther preſent or abſent, we may be at 
cepted of him. Now that 1s thi 
glory of a duty, and that whid 
crowns it with life, ſweetneſs, el 
ficacy, bleſſing and honour, whet 
it-comes off with divine accep' 
cation, 712 


And therefore when God tht# 


Father would put the greateſ 
GN. honou! 


onot 
hrif 
e 4 


ſo to pray, is topray amiſs; thergFitne 


cep 
En, 5 
8.5 
hows 
her 
rrite 


Wee! 
f 4 
4nt! 

ow 
2rNS 
ur Þ 
at' 
\]Irat 


6] 
y 
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-prafonotfr. upon his! 'Son Jefas 
ftraP@briſt; and crown his wore with 
cauſhe grcateſt glory, he doth ir by. 
herghitneffing his approbation and 
th i&cepration thereof from Hea-. 
y, (£0, Mat, 3.17. And again, Mar. 
8.5. This is my belovea Son 1n 
hom I am. well pleaſed. And 

here 'this 1s wanting, wee may - 
Frite ypon our higheſt enjoy- 
ments and performances | 1cha- 
180d] The glory is departed, the like 
Fyeetheſs, glory and bleſledneſs 
af a duty 1s loſt, where this is 
anting, Gen. 4. 5<Mal. 1. 10. 
ow ' therefore it mainly con- 
rns us to look anto this in all 
$ur boly {ſervices and ſacrifices, 
at'they' may come upon Gods 
Plcarwith accepration; but this 
Sannot be withour Paith,we can- 
Pot pray with acceptation, if wee, 
$0 not pray in Faith,” Heb, 11.6, 
$t without F atth it i impoſſible ts 
Weeſe him, And again, }hatſo. 


nowy ever 
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The Necefitty of 
ever « not of Faith i ſin. So! 
faithle(s prayers (like blinde 
lame facrifices under the I . 
4a. 1.8.) are both unacceptaf 2. 
and finfal;. apon all which cogy,, 1 
derations it doth more than 
ficiently appear, that there... 
neceflity of Faith inprayer, Þ.q x 
, The opening and diſcovge ,1j 
of this great Goſpel truth, mf... 
be of ule both to ſinners $h;@ 
Saints, to beleevels and; ung Tj 

leevers, to. formal hy pocriſf,ng, 

and to fincere Chriſtians, whoſ 
ther weak or ſtrong. rnal 

And firſt by. way of Inforngjory 
tion; ir may ſerye to inform whraye 
three things very needful ym. 

profitable for all men to know.hy w 

1. How worthle(s, vile, nd bl 


ort] 


aye 


uſeleſs; yea how. finful and aid 


minable the prayers of all und; age 
leevers, wicked perſons, and i wpite 
mal hypocrites are. -\Fonfid 

If the efficacy, excellency admir, 
wotforma! 


Sol Faith in Prayer. 
ded orth of prayer dependerh up- 
- 4, and is according to the exer- 
*PUE(e of Faith in ir, and Faich be 
COB« life, glory, and-ſtrenzth of 
in Sayer, as hath been already 
c Seed; then how fruitleſs, vile 
«nd worthleſs muſt che prayers 
-OVFF all unbeleevers, wicked per- 
»"Wns, and formal hypocrites in 
'S the world needs be © 
uns *Tis the manner of wicked per- 
cÞns, and formal hypocrites; 
Whoſe Religion lyes in a few ex- 
ernal ſervices and ceremonies, td 
Slory much in their book- 
Uſrayers, their fay-prayers, their 
$Prm-prayers, which they cry 
Wap wich as much ſuperſticious, 
> ſnd blinde zeal, as the Athertans 
aid their Goddeſs Diana, the 
nSmage which fell down from 
| IFFap:ter, 97. 9.25, But if wee 
.Fonfider the perſons.,who are the 


/ Wdmirers and Anthors of ſuch. 


formal ſervices, The viſible. 
| Characters 
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CharicRers of unbeleef, cnm{/#? 
againſt Chriſt, prophaneneſs, 1 
godlineſs, and hypocriſie, whif 1” 
are ſo legible in their hearts ah*% 
lives, that hee that runs q- 
read ther; (For out of the af 
Wance of the heart; the month ſþe mee 
eth.) Wee need no more £0 * 
vince and aflure us, thar the h 
of ſuch their ſervices are (64 
worthleſs, vain; and unprofita yyce/ 
things, which God takes no pl hide 
ſure” in, and which themſel** ? 
can have rio profit or fruit by, _ 
-_ ws "ng the Lord , 
Hoſts ſpeaking to a generati 
of ——_ | —_— Pri wy 
and People, who by their ul got! 
lowed and unſanRtified courd2'0" 
had polluted his Name,and ing « 
rupted his true Worſhip, as a Jfiror 

peareth, verſ. E, 7,8, 9.. Te onh 
them plainly, verſ, ro. 7 have ypc 
pleaſure in you, ſaith the Lot Juic! 
ws neither will 8 accept an. off and 
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firing 4t your hand. And again, fs! 
els, $1.13. Bring 0 wore vain oblations, 

whil Incerſt is an abomination to mee, 4 
* rhe New-Moons, and Sabbaths, the "0 
Llling of Aſſemblies I cannot away 'S 
with, it is iniquity,even the ſolemn 
meeting, Tour New Moons, and 
our appointed Feaſts my ſoul ha- 
Leth, they are a trouble unto mee, 1 
re (Lam weary to bear them, and when 
france ſpread forth your hands, 1 wilt 
o ph hide mine eyes from you : Tea when 
\elh1ee make many prayers, I will not 
by. hear, Tour hands are full of blood. 
ord 1t is marvellous to conſider 
.raibe admirable wiſdome of the 
J0oly Spirit of God in the month 
of this holy Propher, in cutting 
\ur{$2{under the very finews,and caſt- 
4d 2g down the very bulworks and 
is Wrong holds of the hypocrites 
Tp<onfidence, ripping open their 
we ypocrifie and falſhood ro the 
;r#(4uick,and caſting moſt contempt 
- 2d boly diſdain upon thoſe 

# "T0 | things 


f 


The Neceſiity of |; 
things wherein. they do moſt < 
all glory and boaſt themſelves 
Of thoſe things wherein thef ? 
deal moſt proudly, doth the ho. 19 
ly Spirit ſpeak moſt contempty; 
oully. | 4 

1. Their feſtivals, and ſel! 9 
ſanRified holy dates, in the ob! 7! 
ſervation whereof they place {/ 7”: 
much of their Religion, and  _ 
ſo confidently bleſs themſelve 
how. doth the Lord conten;, thi 
with utmoſt diſdain © and caſt of ©" 


even with loathing and hatred} PU 


verſ. 14. Tour New Moons,and yuh ©O 
appointed Feaſts , my ſoul hatak the 
they are a tronble nnto mee; 1 af. JOY 
weary to bear them, F ten 

2. Their ſervice, which ay 2%! 
{wers to the Sacrifices of | put 
yea, their offerings and oblati felt 
which they bring and- perfor and 
with ſo much carnal devotion <9" 
and conteſt for with ſo mud}.J%* 


rejeq - 


Faith In Prayer. 
: reje& and proteſt againſt as moſt 
haceful and diſpleaſing ro his ho- 
F lineſs, and a burden too heavy 
for him to bear 2 wverſ. 13. Bring 
* no more vVatn oblations, Incenſe ts 
| an abomination unto me, the calling 
* of Aſſemblies I cannot away with; 
* It & iniquity even the Jolemn meet- 
; ze, | 
Oh what ſhame and confuſion 
, wil one day cover the faces of 
. thoſe wicked and ungodly hypo- 
| crites who perſecute, opprefs, 
f puniſh and condemn the genera- 
| tion of the righteous, becauſe 
# they cannot in conſcience own or 
F joyn with their Idolatrous Af\- 
' {emblies? which becauſe of their 
, number, they call ſolemn and 
publick, when as the Lord him- 
felt doth reject and difown them, 
£4 and calls them iniquity and wick- 
7a £aneſs; not onely wicked, and un- 
| juſt, or ungodly, but wickedneſs, 
4 and iniquity, in the abſtract; be- 
; of F .caufe 


/ 


66 The Neceſty of 
cauſe it is iniquity under a prey 4; 
tence of Piety; Idolatry and tally ,;« 
Worſhip under a pretence of 4 
worſhipping God; ſpiritual wick. pg 
ednefs is the greateſt wickednek, þy 
becauſe it hath init the ſpirits t{Q 
wickedneſs; Simulata ſanfith my, 
(faith Auſtin) duplex iniquitas & the 
quiatniquitas, & quia ſimmlatil; cle 
z, e, teigned ſanctity 1s doub? yy, 
iniquity, both becauſe iniquity, /þ, 
and becauſe feigned. | ſait 

The Religion of Idolaters ang 
falſe worſhippers, is their wotf gh; 
piece; their prophanenels, ſweaf 
ing, curſing, drunkenneſs, exce# 
of riot, chambering, wantonnelf ho! 
fornication, adultery, oppreflis'.cul 
cruelty, with all other their flelk, det, 
ly wickedneſs,is bad enough;bÞthe: 
their Religion, viz, Idolatry,vy ; 
perſtition, Will-worſhip, is wot 
of all, and therefore called ent 
pharically, and by way of emt; the 
nency [*ux0/[01] 7, e, The "ti ten: 

: - + "_m- 


| _ Fatth in Prayer; 
Prey ting, which the Saints of God 
Tallf are forbidden ſo much as to 
ce d touch, as ever they expect and 
vick hope to be received and owned 
nels, by God in that relation of Adop- 
50 tion : Wherefore come out from 4- 
4 mong them,and be yee ſeparate, ſaith 
* the Lord: And touch not the un- 


ail: tlean thing, and 1 will receive you; 


oub? and be a Father unto yon, and yee 
uit}. ſha#l be wy Sons and my Daughters, 
| ſaith the Lord «Almighty, Yea It 
# 1s called, the abominable thing 
& which the Lord doth hate; Jer. 445 
} 4. Oh do net this abominable thing 
E that T hate: Tntimating that the 
| holy God hath a ſpecial and pe- 
--culiar hatred, abomination and 
. deteſtation thereof above all 0- 
ther things. 

- 3. Their formal prayers, which 
they make and ſay over with 
| eff; much ignorant devotion, wich all 
em; their [{gnificant} Ceremonies at- 
cle tending the ſame; their veſtures 
hi Wa and 
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and geſtures, as bowing, cringing 
ſpreading forth hands, 8c. which 
hypocrites do ſo much magnifi 
and applaud, in compariſq fl 
whereof they do rot only {light PE: 
and diſ-reſpe&t, but. alfo mof 
deſperately,if not maliciouſly re 'Y * 
proach and blaſpheme even tþ* 2nc 
vieſſed Spirit of Grace and Sup, 2 |! 
plication ; how doth the Lo! hit 
reject and difown them & wverſ.1y 0 
And wh:n yee ſpread forth 
hatds, 1 will hide "mine eyes fri 
Joe Tea when yee miake mit 
prayers, . 1 will not hear. Tu 
hands are full of blood, twd\ov 10 ual 
(as the voice from Heaven tif EXC 
the Grecian Tyrant) 4. e, -Thel$ 
within, will certainly fruſtry cell: 
and make void all the exten nal \ 
ſervices and devotions of fu ved, 
wicked hypocrites. In whom th#<<f 


| Scriprure 1s perfealy fulfil , but. 
"Prov. 28. 9. Hee that turneth an out 


his ear from hearing the Law, 
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his prayer fhall be abomination. 

ging} Secondly, This may inform us 

which of the excellency and prectouſ- 
nif} Beſs of true Faith ; The excel- 

[riſa Jency and worth of things, is to 

(liohs bee valued by their uſcfulnels, 

ol - | 

mo and the more uſefull and neceſſi- 

y ref Ty a thing is, the more excellenc 

7 t&- and prectous it 1s : Bread-corn,is 

Sy, 2 more excellent and prectous 

Lot thing than Bullymong *, becauſe +;.c hoile- 

., more uſeful and neceſſary for the corn. 

{upport of mans life. And W1l- 

| dome is more excellent and pre- 

# clous than Rubics, becauſe more 

| uſeful for the management of 

humane affairs. Grace. is more 

| excellent than Gifts, and Parts, 

,, {becauſe more needfull and ne- 

ir ceſlary in order to the ſouls'eter- 

renal welfare. A man may bee fſ- 

- ,&ved, bee happy, and bleſſed for 

\ h4Evcry withour Gifts and Parts, 

-1[eb but a man cannot be faved with-. 

; agh 9ut Grace, Foh. 3. 3. So Faith 


F 3 'O 


Y 
2 
i. 
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_ goodneſs and excellency of ti 


The Necefitty of 
is a moſt excellent and precio ,. 
thing, becauſe ſo abundantly, ( 
indiſpenſibly, ſo univerſally uſd ;., 
full and neceflary for us, not oy ,, 
ly in this particular caſe of pry ,,; 


er, bur alſo, in all other Spiriny of 
all ſacrifices and ſervices, whid fire 
wee offer up unto God throuf {,,, 
Criſt, ! wa, 
Jn all which reſpecs, thy fe 
Scriptnre holds moſt true, Hi. yp; 
6.6. Withont Faith it is impoſcik 
to pleaſe God. Wee judge oft 


Tree, by the goodneſs of 1þ 
fruit, and of the Cauſe, by il 
Effects: So the excetlency, # 
preciouſneſs of Faith, is to if 
diſcerned by the excellent + 
precions fruits and effects thep 
of, inthe hearts and lives of 
precious Saints, | 
Oh! the great and glori 
things which the Saints and | 
vants of God have been enadf be 


= | Faith in Prayer. 
ci? 2nd tanght to do,by the ſtrength 
Y | and light of Faith, Heb. 11. 33, 
y ul 337ho through Faith ſubdacd King- 
0 Jomes, wrought righteouſueſs, ob- 


P!}.' 74a:ned Promiſes, ſtopped the months 
rin 


whit fire, eſcaped the edze of the ſword, 
rok our of weakneſs was made ſtrong, 


! waxed waliant in fieht, turned to - 


, Wt fight the Armies of the Aliens; 
, Hi ' women received their dead raiſed to 
ofHly Life again! And as the Saints and 


oft Seryants of God have been cn- 
Of tif abled to do : So alſo to ſuffer 
Xt if great and ſtrange things by faith, 
by if 2erſ. 35. And others were tortured, 
Y> © wot accepting deliverance, that they 
[0 might obtain 4 better reſurrettion. 


+ And others had tryal of cruel mock- 
| 1ngs aud ſcourgings, yea mereovey 
i of bonds and impriſonment. They 
| were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſun- 
lor der, were tempted, were flatn with 
nd |# the ſword; they wandred about in 
nal Sheep-5kins, and Goat-skins, being 

| F4 adeflitate, 


| of Lions, quenched the wriolence of 


7 


pn 


| The Neceſſity of = 
adeftitute, affizaed, tormented, &c} Gr 
Oh the invaluable and incom-F ſel 
parable worth and excellency of! thi 
Faith! which bringeth forth ſuch, thi 
precious fruits in the hearts and; anc 
lives of poor, weak, and con| cip. 
temptible men and women ! whif ſo 
are ſubject ro the ſame paſſions; wo 
encompaſſed with the ſame infir.! and 
mities, liable to the ſame temp. the 
tations common to mans nature; cfle 
and yet have been enabled to dj ſay! 
and ſuffer ſuch things as are a# fro 
bove, and againſt aiture; requi# mai 
ring a ſupernatural and divine} rab 
bility, and all this by the light virt 
and ſtrength of Faith, As ver} the 
39. All thiſe obtatued a good 14 of \ 
port through Faith, Optima . [ani the 
arber, que tales habet fruitus} glo! 
Moſt excellent doubtleſs is that tha! 
Tree, which brings forth ſuch} whi 
iruits: 1 wil ſhew thee my Faith; Wer 
by my works, ſaith the holy man; bea 
Fames 2, 18, Faith is a working; the 
| | Graco) 
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+4 Grace, and it worketh like its 
# ſelf. operart ſequitnr ad efſe |. e. 

" the operation and working of 
things is according to the nature 

{ and being of them] is a tine prin- 
-4 Ciple in nature, and 'tts as true al- 
who! ſo in gracey if therefore the 
ons; works of Faith be ſo excellenc 
* and glorious, oh how excellent 
' thenis the nature, the lite, and 
; efſence of this Faith ! It was the 
{ ſaying of a Heathen Philoſopher, 
# from the obſervation which hee 
.# made of the exccllent and admi- 
 rable works and fruits of moral 
| virtue in the lives of ſome Hea- 
| thens, that if the face and image 
- of virtue could be repreſented to 
{ani} the bodily eye, the beauty and 
| glory thereof would be ſo grear, 
that it wonld even raviſh the 

' whole world ; if the Heathens 
th; were ſo much taken with the 
* beauty of morality, becauſe of 
; the excellent fruits and effects 

thereof 


74 


The Neceſiity of 


thereofin the lives of ſome Hez! Jar 


thens ?£ Oh how much ma 
ſhould Chriſtians be taken. wit 
the beauty of Faith and Grace 


becauſe of the admirable and pre. | 
cious fruits it hath brought forth! 


In the lives of the Saints ! witf 
which the Scriptures of the Ol! 
and New Teſtament do ſo mud! 
abound, | 

Thirdly, This may inform v 
whence it is, and how it comet}; 
co paſs, that oft-times the prayer 
even of godly and holy men, f 


ſhort of Heaven, and prove not 


ſucceſsful for themſelves or 0: 
thers, as both Scripture and ex! 
perience doth teftifie; even fron| 
hence It 1s, becauſe they do no}. 
alwaies pray in Faith; a good 
man, a precious holy man, ma 
have the grace of Faith in hi 
heart, and yet may want the er| 
erciſe of it, in this or that parti} 
cular caſe, in this or that particu! 


i 
63 


« 


in| 


Hee! Jar ordinance or duty. - 


| 


norg 
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Peter had the Grace of Faith 


wit in his heart,but wanted the active 


race 


Pre. 
orth; | 
* men, when he was in the High 
{ Prieſts Hall, Mat. 26. 70,72,74- 
* Moſes and Aaroz had the grace of 


power and exerciſe thereof in 
that particular caſe of confeſſin 
and owning Jeſus Chriſt before 


| Faith, but wanted the energy and 


exerciſe thereof at the water of 


' Meribah, in that particular caſe 


of bringing forth water ent of . 


| the Rock, onely by ſpeaking to 
it, And their want of Faith did 


appear, in that they ſmore the 
Rock twice, when they ſhould 
have but ſpoke unto it, Numb. 
20, 11,12, verſes compared with 


| j verſ. 8, The Diſciples had the 


grace of Faith in their hearts,and 
the cit of the Faith of the mira-. 
cles, but yet wanted the exerciſe 
thereof in that particular caſe of 
the childe poſſeſſed with a dumb 
| ſpirit, 


76 


| Wherein the Lord did leave eng S, 


The Neceſiity of ' 
ſpirit, Aark 9, 19, 18, 19. The 
two Diſciples going to Emmau,| » 
had the grace of Faith in theil 
hearts, but wanted the aGivity , 
and comfort thereof in reference 
to the death, ſufferings, and re i 
ſurre&ion of Chriſt trom the! þ, 
dead, Luke 24,25,26,27. _ | ir 
In all which actions thoſe holyþ 
men of God miſcarried, and mif.. 
ſed of their wonted and uſu 
ſucceſs, becaule they did not be /, 
leeve, z. e, they did not exercilth 
Faith in thoſe particular caſe? 


t 


to themſelves, to try and prove 
chem, that they might more ſen! 7 
libly and experimentally knoy; ;/ 
their own weakneſs, and fo keep) js 
a more conſtant dependance upor} 
divine aſſiſtance, ET” 

Now as the precious and holy x} 
Servants of God (who have na-? 
ture as well as grace, fleſh as well) p; 


as Spirit) may miſcarry in other! © 


any 
their! 
1vity 
rence 
q TE: 
| the! 


The 


; in Faith, 
| of you lack wiſdome, let him ask of 
.Ged, that erveth to all men liberal- 


Faith in Prayer, 
holy actions and durties; ſo alſo in 
this duty of prayer, ſo far as to 
miſs of that bleſſed fruit and ſuc- 
ceſs therein, which at other 


| times they finde; and hence it is, 


becauſe they do not alwaies pray 
Fames 1,5,6,7. If any 


ly, and upbraideth not, and it ſhall 
be efven him: But let him 4ik in 


{ Fatth, nothing wavering ; for hee 
' that wavereth, is like a wave of the 
' Sea, drivenwith the wind, and toſ- 


ſed, For let not that man think 
that hee ſhall receive any thing of 
the Lord, The holy man Fames 
is now ſpeaking unto Saints,unto 
ſuch as hee ſuppoſed to have the 
grace of Faith, and yet putting 
them upon this great duty and 
work of prayer, and that in a 
particular caſe for wiſdome to 
manage their profeſhon as they 
ought to do, under thoſe w_ 

and 


-poſtle takes it for granted, that 
ſuch an one as hath true Faith 


not ask in Faith,and thereby mik 


The Necefiity of 
and temptations which were Wl cer 


on them, which being a thing ab# 
ſolutely neceſſary for them, and wa 
according to the revealed will of, wh 
God, hee gives them aſſurance tgp Or 
prevail in the very thing asked} 
werſ. 5. Let him ask of God, &' 
Ad it ſhall be given him; bur ſtil 
with this proviſo, and upon thif 
condition, that hee ask #3 Faith, 
verf, 6. Bnt let him ask in Fatth| 


oc. 


Whence 'tis clear, and the A: 


may yet fail in the exerciſe theref VEr 
of, in this ordinance and duty of $3 


Prayer; therefore hee ſatth, Bu put 


let him ask in Faith; incimating} #7 
that a godly man,a holy man may 


9sk.of God in prayer,and yet may 


carry and loſe all the comfort and 
fruit of his asking, werſ. 7, Let no the! 
that man think that hee ſhall re 
cetyt 


Faith in Prayer; 
e up; ceive any thing of the Lord, 


| and warning to all the people of God; 
whether they be ſtrong in Faith, 
; or weak in Faith; whether their 
| grace be little or much,to beware 

and take heed that they neglect 
11j not to ſtir up,and put in exerciſe, 
& that grace which they have, as 1n 
all other holy duties, ſo eſpecial- 
th 1y in this great duty and work of 
prayer, 

The Exhortation of Payl to 
Timothy in reference to his Mini- 
| ſterial gifr, may be applyed to e- 
f very Chriſtian in reference to his 
y off Brace, 2 T7. I. 6, Wherefore I 
put thee in remembrance, that thos 
ſtir up the gift that is in thee, by 
putting 0n of my hands, A man 
may have excellent gifts and 
parts, and yet- the Church 'of 
| God bee never the better for 
my] chem, unleſs choſe gifts be ſtirred 
174 8p> and kept in exerciſe; Yea a 
int man 


may 
may 
ni 


g - | This may be for cautionand z. uſe. 


IS 


Joh.1 1.26 
I Joh. 3-9» 
& Fo 18, 


The Neceſiity of 
man may it) time loſe his giftsbj yng 
neglecting the exerciſe and inf gyt 
provement of them, as Mat. 2jf yy 
29. But unto him that hath ud ty 
(1. e. exerciſeth and improve þzy 
not, as 1s clear by the ſcope | yi:y 

the Parable) ſhall be taken ani of i 
even that which pee hath, So 
man may have true grace, and 
very great meaſure of it, andy tir 
may in ſome particular caſes, ay prac 
under the enjoyment of muſthy | 
prectous Ordinances, and 1n tiff per 
performance of moſt holy dutif Jeſu 
be altogether fruitleſs and uf joy a 
profitable, both to himſelf  T 
others, through not exercifi ſee 

and ſtirring up the grace whi 

hee hath : Yea hee may (thou 
not utterly loſe) yet great 
weaken and impoveriſh his graway 

Rev, 3. 2. 

O Chriſtian, know, that ti: 
life and comfort of thy ſoul ul 
dcr the moſt precious ordinance 


- > >» 3 w*ibes- - 


pr ecl 


4 


Faith in Prayer. 
itsbj and in the performance of holy 
1 hf duties, whecher wich thy ſelf, or 
. 2jf with others, lyeth notſo much in 
* thy having of true grace, in thy 
| having of Faith, bur in the acti- 
vi:y of grace, and inthe exerciſe 
4 of chat Faith which thou haſt. 
On therefore beware and take 
heed that thou negleCteſt not to 
F ſtir up, to keep in exerciſe thy 
z Zrace, as ever thou deſireſt thar 
_ndFthy ſoul ſhould thrive and'proſ(- 
n tFper under the holy ordinances of 
uti} Jeſus Chriſt, and be filled with 
1 uf joy and peace in belecving. 
ta The life of Ordinances, the 
cif ſweetneſs of the Word and Pro- 
Jin:ſes, the comfort and fruit of 
holy duties is loſt, when once tne 
ea exercife of Faith is loſt ! take as 
TraQq way the exerciſe of Faith our of 
the heart of a Chriſtian,;and what 
Jare the moſt pure and powerful 
ordinances, the moſt ſweet and 
ncprecious Promiſes, the moſt holy 
Mr =s G -- and 


. ; A 


' The Neceſiity of 


and heavenly duties, when per 


formed with the greateſt exter 


nal excellency, ypt as ſo manf 
empty Pipes, as ſo many broke} 


Ciſterns, which can hold now; 
ter f 
And therefore it is that th 


Devil doth fo induſtriouſl 


rempt the Saints of God to fp 


ritual ſlumber aad ſecurity, thi 


ſo hindering the exerciſe of the 
grace, hee may deprive them 
the ſpiritual fruit and comfort( 
all Gods Ordinances; and ther: 
upon tempt them to doubt at 
queſtion whether they be his « 
dinances or no: and at length| 
they be not ſincere ) prevail 
with them to caſt off ordinanc 
as fruitleſs and unprofitable, 
to: caſt reproach and dirt up 
them, whereas indeed the fa 
Is in their own hearts, Mal, 3.1 
Micah 2,7, And hereupon hi 
the Devil taken advantage toſo 


9—_— 


* WV. 23 a mm. ww oe a C@Ee©} c[}c > Hmcic nie oe. 


th 
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thoſe curſed tares, and corrupt 
opinions of Non-Orainances , 
Ranters, Quakers,&c. all which, 
chough they differ among them- 
ſclves, yet do agree 1n this, to 
caſt all che dirt and reproach they 
can upon the precious and hea- 
venly ordinances of ſc{us Chriſt: 
And this hath the Devil done 
whilſt Profeſſors were. fallen a- 
fleep, and had loſt the lite, ex- 
erciſe,and activity of their grace, 
as It is Written, Mat. 13. 25. Brut 
while men ſlept, -his enemy came 
and {owed tares among the Wheat. 
The preaching of the Goſpel, aa..c18 
' It is a moſt precious and power- Eph. 41+ 
tul Ocdinagce of Jeſus Chriſt, A993 36 
for the Converſion, Edification, 
and Salyation of the ſouls of 
men; but this Goſpel may bee 
preached clearly, powerfully,and 
faichfully preached, &yer thoſe 
unto whom 1t 1s preached, have 
no fruit, no profit by ir, for want 
G2 


* 
& (+ ; : 
4 
"i a 
S4, * 
| & 
Kg's 
” 


The Neceſſity of 
of Faith, Heb. 4.2, But the Word 
preached, did not prefit them, not 


being mixed with Faith 1# them 
that heard it, Oh therefore when | 


thou goeft to hear the Word 
preached, Chriſtian, beware that 
chou ſtfrreſt gp the grace that is 


in thee, and in particular, this | 


grace of Faith, without which 
the Word preached will notzcati- 
not profit thy ſoul, though the 
Apoſtles themſelves, yea though 
an Angel from Heaven ſhould 


be the Preachet ! The fruit and 


# 


"RO 


benefit of the Word preached, | 


doth not depend fo much upon 
the grace and gifts of the Mini- 
fter, as upon the Faith of the 
hearer ! 

So likewiſe prayer, it is a moſt 
precious and powerful ordinance 
of Jeſus Chriſt, for che obrain- 
ing of all things that wee ftand in 
need of at the hands of God. 
The-text it ſelf ſpeaks ſufficiently 


unto 


Faith in Prayer, 
unto this point, Mat. 21. 22. Azd 
all things what ſoever yeeſhall a5k 
in prayer, beleeving, yee fhall re. 
cetve. And upon this very con- 


+ fideration ſome have called 
| prayer the Key of Heayen; bat 


Faith is the hand which turns this | 
Key, Look therefore as the Key 
without the hand to tura it is uſe- 


| leſs, fo prayer without Faith is 
| fruitleſs; thou mayeſt therefore, 
| Chriſtian, pray, and bee much 


in prayer, and yet loſe all thy 1z- 
bour , unleſs thou acteſt thy 
Faich in prayer, thou mayeſt 
bring thy Key- of prayer to the 


_ gate of Heayen, and yet fiade it 


faſt locke againſt. thee, unleſs 
thou haſt a hand of Faith to turn 
this Key. Oh therefore beware 
and rake heed that thou negle&- 
eſt not to ſtir up, and exerciſe thy 
Faith in prayer. -Oh how many 
praying-daies, and faſting-daies 
have been loſt ro the people of 
G 3 _ God, 


The Neceſiity of 
God, for want of Faith © which 
onely guides us aright in prayer, 


was 


np 


gives us a right frame of heart, fritl 
and right ends and aims in} am 
prayer, as hath been already j thal 
ſhewed 2 *Tis a great Scripture|| the 
which wee have in Zechariah, toff Fal 


this purpole, Zech, 7, 5. When 


gee faſted and monrued in the fifth Fr | 
alll 


and ſeventh month, even thoſe ſe 
venty years,ard yee at all faſt uni 
mee, even units mee ? Here wee 
have 2 praying people, who were 
2bundant and conſtant in this du- 
ty for ſ:venty years together,and 
thatin the moſt ſolemn and tri 
manner, joyning faſting with 
their praying, and yet not ac- 
cepted of God therein, nor at all 
profited thereby; and the reaſon 
1s hinted; they did not pray with 
a righr frame of heart; they had 
not right ends and aims in their 
prayers; Did yee faſt at all uni 
Fee, even nnto mee ? and whence 

' Was 


the 
' pra 


( 
that 


zhich 
ayer, 
eart, 


Faith in Prayer, 
was it that they thus miſcarried 
in prayer, and had not true, ſpi- 
ritual, holy, and right ends and. 


S in} aimsin prayer, but from hence, 


eady 


that they prayed not in Faith; 


Lure they wanted the light and life of 
5 toff Faith, and were not guided by 


Vhen 


the Word in their faſting and 
' praying, and ſo praying amiſs,loſt 
all their labour, Fames 4. 3. 


| Queſt. But how doth it appear. 


that they prayed not in Fatth* _ 
Anſw, They looked not unto 


.| the word ſpoken by the former 


Prophets, verſ. 7. therefore the 
prayed not 1n Faith; *tis by Fait 
that wee look unto the Word of 


.| God, ſoas to make it our rule; 


now they obeyed not the Word, 


| and therfore prayednot in Faith, 


Oh therefore Chriſtian, be- 
ware thou faileſt not. in this, in 


| the exerciſe and activity of thy 


Faith in prayer; thou hadſt bet- 
ter fail in any thing than in this; 
| G 4 thou 


37 


Jam. 5.17- 
Heb. 11.6. 


. The Neceſiity of 
thou hadft better fail in rhe gift 
of prayerzthou hadſt better fail of 
words in prayer; thou hadft ber- 


tet fail of the wiſdome and ex|} 
cellency of ſpeech in xrayerzthouj 


hadſt better fail gf afﬀection in 
prayer, than ta fail of Faith i 
prayer; other defects and tnfir. 
mities will bee paſſed by and 
covered, where Faith is active; 
but all other accompliſhment 
and ſeeming excellencies, will be 
deſpiſed where Faith is wanting; 


'cis better for a man to want] 


cloathes, and all outward orna- 
ments of the body, than to want 
life; life is the glory and excel. 
lency of the creature; the pooreſt 
and moſt contemptible creature 
which hath life, 1s more excel- 
lent than the moſt glorious crea- 


cure that wants it, hence faith] 


Solemon, A living Doe is better 
than a dead Lion. Faith is the life 
of prayer,the glory,the excellen- 

| Cy 


- | for true ſaying Faith in Chri 


 Faithin Prayer, 
 <y,the ſtrength of Prayer; Other 
hangs are bur the Ornaments of 


| Prayer:Oh Chriſtian!lock not ſo 
-} mach to theOrnamentrs,as to the 


Life of thy holy duties, leſt God 
reſet them as a dead carcaſle, 


Thirdly, This may bee profi- 3 We _ 
«| table for Luc _- 
1 Unto Sinners. 
If there bee ſuch a neceſſity of 
Fath in Prayer, that withont it 


wee cannot Pray, either accepta« 


;| bly ro God, or profitably to our 


ſelves or others, as hath been at 


| large declared and proved then 
t| doth it nearly concern every ſoul 
-| yet inthe ſtate of Nature, and 


ſhuc up, or concluded under un- 
belicf(as all unregenerare perſons 


-| are, whether they -bee Jews or 
rea-J Gentiles, Chriſtians or Heathens, 
ith} Prophane perſons or Profeffors, 


Kom.11.32. chap.3.9.)to get our 
of that condition, and to Jaþour 
ſt. 

'Tis 
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90 The Neceſiity of 
"Tis true, Faith is a Heaven. gr 
born Grace, which grows not 1) lt 
re Natures Garden, 'tis neither igFc.” 
| the freedom of mans will tO de. TT; 
fire, nor inthe ability of his py. 
wer, to work Grace, to prof. 
duce and bring fotth a work 0 Iot 
true Saving Faith in himſelf: buf. c 
as the Apoſtleteacheth, Phil.zÞ.1 
13. It is God which worketh i then 
you, both to will aud todo, of bil 5, 
Mar.9.7. god pleaſure, Neverthele(s,Suf,, xx 
Joh-6.27- ner,it is thy duty to ſtrive in th *xY 
"hi->-aſe of all holy means, anduf” 
look _ up unto. God ,. through, 
Chriſt, both'roincline zlfy wil... 
and to give thee power Iron ear 
heaven, to do his will. Tiled 
Miller cangot command a win, ., 
but hee can ſpread the Sails, aug, . 
wait Upon the Providence 0 rac 
God for a gale.; The wind blamſhgu] 
eth where it lifteth, ſo is every M1: 
that is born of the Spertt, Fah,z. ear 
And if thou defireft to bee bathe 1 
_ agal 


Faith in Prayer, 
*VelL-iin, thou.muſt wait for thofe 
ot tales, and thou muſt wait in the 
er obite of means : And there',isa 
0 def efing promiſed. to them that 
> Paioſo, Prov. 8.3435. The Huſ- 
PIVK:nd-man cannot command the 
rk off louds, but hee may obſerve 


2 he ſeaſon, prepare the Earth, 
0 


I 
of bi 
2 Il0- 
n the 
ndt) 
ougt 
W 
{ron 
"Fo the Seed-time; of Glary, to. 
 ®Forace, of Grace to the means of 
< FGrace ; As ever therefore thow 
blthwouldeſt attain the end, which is 
J FSalvation, thou muſt uſe the 
-3-Pneans : Hee that will aſcend ro. 
bokhe laſt, or higheſt Raffe of the 
Gal | Lad- 


then patiently wait for the early 
nd the latter Rain, and he finds 
;t Harveſt , his labour is nor in 
ain, 

There 1s a connexion, though 
not of Cauſality, yet of Inſtry- 
nentality, of the end to the 
eans, of mercy to.duty, of pri- 


_» - 


and ſow the precious feed, and Jan5-# 


1ledge to practiſe, of the Harveſt 


9x 


The Weceſouty of 
Ladder.muſtbegin at the firſ, 
O therefore, gratifie nor o, 49d 
Devil, and thy own unregenaþ,f 
will, with ſuch cavilling, &,1jj 
ſhifting, but ſet upon the wiknow 
. In goodearneſt ; up and bee diſegled 
ing, and the Lord ſhall bee yieſus 
thee. And aſſure thy ſelf, thouhin 
it may prove difficult and ha8teay 
labour, yet it will not prove lhe ex 
labour, Fohn 6. 27. Labour Wlper 
for the meat which periſheth, Witual 
for that meat which endureth wihleffit 
everlaſting life, he F 
Objet. But perbaps the Siftnd b 
ner will ſay, How ſhail I come byitpall 
How ſball 1 obtain it ? What Fs th 
ſurance bave 1, that if 1 labowr fall fie 
this meat, I ſhall have any fruit hal 1; 
my labour ? : vive 
eAnſw. O yes, there is able} Oo! 
ſed promiſe joyned ro this confha/ , 
mand, hee that bids thee labowþþoſe x 
doth promiſe thee thy labor ſhill Ze/ 
not be in- vainz and therefore i} oye ; 
= | 10 1 4 


=, 


irſ}, Faith in Prayer. 93 

vt th; added z; Which the Son of man 

nel give unto you, for him hath 

> Wood the Father ſealed. Oh ſinner, 

' Wilnow, that God the Father hath 

ce Wealed, 5.e. ordained and anointed 

© Wielus Chriſt, and conſtituted 

10UFim under the broad Seal of 

 kaYeaven, co be the Mediator of 

'eldffhe everlaſting Covenant, and to 

« diſpenſe and give our all the ſpi- 

', itual and heavenly gifts and 

/ iflefſitgs thereof, untoall ſuch as 

be Farher bach given to him, 

Stgnd by virtue of that donation 

1 ſhall come to him, Foh, 17. 2. 

# fs thou haft given him power over 

i fleſb, that hee ſhould give eter- 

it flpal life to as many as thou hait 

— ſpiven him. 

eff ObjeR. But thos wilt ſay, how 

oMiball 7 know whether I bee one of 

Whoſe whom the Father hath given - 

hall, Feſus Ehrift ? And that if 1 do 

© 8 ome unto him, I ſhall be recerved © 

10h 1 arms afraid that Feſws _ 
: 51 


94 The Necepity of 
will not receive fuch a ſinner ul hoy 
am, ſuch a mretch as I am; lo hee 

ſo wile aud wretched, that 1 put 

hee will rather reje&# and caſtal mee 

ont as 4 Reprobate, as a veſſel 1 
wrath, than vecerve mee unto off a bl 
and favonr, _ iſe 
<A»ſw. Thou ſhalt knowl oc 
thou art one of thoſe, whom def] 
_Father hath given to: Chriſt i th 

q 'thy coming to him, and clolff in n 
1:4 with him in the Word off A 
bl! Goſpel; for none bur ſuchg fide 
4s Joh. 6- 44: POfibly come to him, ſo as tof ore: 
| ceive lite from him; thou al} rand 
.not know betore-hand-that ol Chi 

art given by the Father to J mer 

\ Chriſt, but thou muſt firſt ca Sair 

unto Chriſt; and then tif: »af 

, mayeſt know that the Fallf inch 

hath given thee co him, andy innc 

. thou comeſt unto Jeſus Clu ſale; 

hee hath aſſured thee in I whe 
"Word, that hee will not ref whe 

thee, hee will -nor caſt rhee of him! 


Þc 


v UW 


Faith in Prayer, 

how vile or wretched ſoever thou 
y beeſt, Foh. 6. 37. All that the 
# If Father giveth mee [hall come to 
caſt of mee,and him that cometh aunts mee, 


eſe 1will in no wiſe caſt out, Oh it is 


10 2 a bleſſed word; [1x zo wiſe, in 70 
piſe caſt ont] what-ever thy cauſe 
F or condition be, though never fo 
my deſperate in thine own eye, yet 
q {thon.comeſt unto him, he will 
Inno wiſe caſt thee our, +» 
And thou haſt the bleſſed pre- 
fidents and experiences of many 


tance, and coming unto Jeſus 
j Chriſt by Faith, have obtained 
F mercy, and are now glorified 
q Saints in Heaven; witneſs Ma- 
| tl:raſſeb, who uſed witchcraft and 
Fal inchantments , who ſhed much 
and innocent blood, and filled Fera- 
Cul ſalezs with blood, and made a 
in | whole Nation to fin, and yet 
ref when iti his affliction he humbled 
94 himſelf greatly, and ſought io 

| | 5 the 


a. Wwe. 


great ſinners; who upon repen- 


4h 
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The Neceſiity of 
the Lord, hee obtained mercy 
.and hee that had been before; 
wicked Necromancer, a Sor 
rer, a Murderer, an abominah/ ec 
T1dolater, hath now obtained mef © 
cy, becomes a New Creatur 
old things are paſſed away it 
him, and all things are becoy 
new, 2 Chron. 33, 1, --- 30« Mig, ,, 


Mark 16, Magdalen was a very great fit Teſs 


Luke 8. 2 (even Devils, and yet ſhee g 


fingle out theſe great and chit 


ner, out of whom Chriſt had ci 


; | whit, 
tained mercy, and when (ht Tab 


came unto Jeſus Chriſt, hee df, 
not caſt her out: So likewif,, 
Pan] was a great ſinner befay,, 
| 48 tert 
Converſion, a perſecutor, ablif 
PRs and injurious, and 
ee obtained mercy, 775, 1.1... 
SO, ners 
And wherefore did the Lof oy; 


ſinners, and make them objed or 
of his ſaving grace and favour SHONK 
bur that in them hee might 6 the ] 
hibit a pattern of his gloriolſ 4 


Faith In Prayet, 
x" race; for the encouragement. of 
ore Cher great ſinners {not to .con- 
: y tinue in fin; with a preſumption 
_ of tiading mercy at the laſt) buc 
"I torepent, and rurn, and come un 
"IT to his Son Jeſus Chriſt,thatthey 
" may be ſaved; 'So 1. 7731; I. 16; 
OY Howberr (ſaith Pal) for this cauſe 
MA | braine mercy, that tn mee firſs: 


 W Zeſus Chriſt might ſhewd forth lt 


l 2»92- (uffering for apattern-toithems 
A wTk Wes} le 0x8 
. of tm to life everlaſting: © '- 
p "* And this know, '- poor (inner: 
: that Feſws Chriſt came- not to call. 
we the righteons, but ſinners to repen- 
Jrance; oh- therefore be not diſ- 
| couraged, becauſe thou art Aa fin-. 
= ner, but hearken to the call of 
I Chrilt, in the. voice of the Goſ- 
Li pel,” and know, that tho art cal- 
J"Jled this day by this word of Ex- 
» nortation; to labour for Faith in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thar ſo 
"Jthou mayeſt be in a capacity of 
c- H per- 
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The Neceſiity of 
perf orming this holy 
; prayer, and other holy duties, fo 
| Heb. 116 25 to pleaſe God in the doing ef 
J them, which withour Faith thoy 

canſt not do, 
' Obj. But what .ſhall 1 don th 
mean time ?. ſhall 1 negle# praye, 
becauſe 1 cannot in my natural and 
anbeleeving eflate pleaſe God in 
what 1dot | 
- Anſw. No, oh no, thon an 
commanded to pray, to call up- 
on the Name of the Lord; praye 
is a natural duty, written upon 
every mans confcience; the obj 


98 


duty of 


penſed with, by any power, 
under any pretence whatſoever 


prayer, that ſo thou mayeft cor- 
thou muft caft off thy fin and be. 


lJeeve inJeſus Chriſt, that ſo thou 
mayeſt continue in prayer, which 


bo 


gation whereof cannot bee diff 


thou muſt not therefore caſt of! 


tinue in thy fin and unbeleet,but]. 


if thou negleRteſt, thou art gull 
| of 


of bitrerneſs muſt . pray, But 


'| of Repentance and Faith in 
'| Chriſt, the Apoſtle bids him ro 


Faith in Prayer, 
of a three-fold Robbery, 

1» Thou robbeſt God of his 
plory. 
2+ Thy own foul, body and 
family of the mercy, 

3- Thy Neighbour of the 
charity of thy prayers, | 

Simon Magns 'was in the gall 
of bitterneſs, and: yet Peter bids 
him pray, A&. 22. 23. But with- 
all hee bids him repent alſo - 
Repent therefore of this thy wickeds 
neſs; and pray to God, Therefore 
2 wicked man, -a man in the gall 


withall hee muft. repent of his 
wickedneſs ; and beleeve, that 
through Chriſt Jeſus, remiſſion 
and forgivenels of his {1n,may be 
obtained; and: upon this ground 


pray: If peraduentare, of per- 
haps the thenght of thine heart may 
te forgiven thee. | 


Secondly, @ 


The Neceſſity of 
Seconcly, . Unto Saints. 
'' Oh yee precious Saints of 
God, who have this precious 
Faith, this precious feed of God 
beſtowed upon: you in Jeſus 
Chriſt, ro whom'-1t 1s given to 


beleeve in -the:.name. of Jeſus; 
xnto you doth-;this word of ex- 
hortation ſpeaks: 'as unro Sons 
a1d Daughters. Oh be not faith: 


lets, but beleeving , exert, and 


ut forch this Heaven-born prin 
ciple and ſeed of Faith into exer- 
c.ie; letir not lye by you as : 
dead drug, when there ts :{uc 
quick trading. at. the. throne 0 
Grace, Great Merchants - wil 
empty :their Ware- houſes, and 
bring forth their richeft .commo- 
dity. when they ; have a. quick 
trade, when the wants and necef 
ſities of their.. own. or . other 
Countries, do give them adyai- 
rage.to put off. with greater pro- 
fits they will uſe the utmoſt dil: 
© 6 WY £enc 
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Faith in Prayer, 
gence and induſtry, and will lay 
out themſelves 'to the- utmaſt; 
they will venture all their ſtock, 
engage all thetr credit, improve 
all their intereſt in ſuch a ſeaſon: 
Shall men be {o wiſe for earth, 
and (hall-not the children of the 
Kingdome be as wiſe for Hea- 
ven 2 ; | 

Q yee Saints of God, yee are 
the heavenly Merchants ;, who 
onely haye this crade in your 
hands; yee have intereſt in the 
heavenly Country, and ye have 
a Factor there, who is both-able 


and faichful, whe will.not fail to 
put off your prayers with the 
deſt advantage, and procure you 
returns in the richeſt and beſt 
things of the Country, which 
all beſt anſwer your intereſt and 
profit here on earth. And now 


|yce have a moſt precious ſealon. 


1. The wants and neccſlities 


H 3 Your 


The Ne ceflity of 
your ſelves are a part, and in the 

ace whereof ' your peace i; 
bound up) do call aloud for the 


help of your prayers, being un. | 
der as great ſymptomes and| 
tokens of divine diſpleaſure, and|' 


under as black a cloud of ſtormy 
wrath, as any Nation, wee read 
of in all the Word of God;ſearch 
the Scriptures, and take a cat; 
logue of all the charaQters and 
marks exprefled there of a gene 
ration marked ont for vengeance, 
and try if they be not all found 
upon this generation, this one 


excepted, That the Lord «| 


Hoſts hath reſerved unto himſel 
a remnant. And can you fee al 
this and be ſilent © have yee not 
ſo much charity, ſo much bowels 
of compaſhon for your native 


Gen.13.22 Country, your children and po- 


 Nterity, as Abraham had for S 
dos ? as Lotfor Zoar ? 


2, The delolations of Mount 


> 10n, 


; | dear 


Faith in Prayer. 
Zion, the captivity of Gods 
Ark, the afflictions and troubles 
that are accompliſhed in your 
brethren, who are like ſheep 
zppointed for the ſlaughter, do 
call aloud for your moſt fervent 

rayers, and ſtrong cryes, to bee 
fent up to Heaven inceſſantly, 
& that you give the Lord noreſt 


;| till hee doth ariſe, and have mer- 
| cy upon Zien, and turn the cap- 


tivity of his people as ſtreams in 
the South: Can yee bee at eaſe 
in Zion, and not regard the af- 
fligions of Foſeph; Can yee be- 
hold Zion in travel, yea crying 
out, and in pangs, to be deliver- | 
ed, and not lend a helping hand? 

- The ruinous cafe and con- 
dittfn of thouſands of precious 
ſouls, who are like to periſh for 
want of viſion, to ſtarve for want 


"of the bread of life; who wander 
| from mountain to hill to ſeek 


the Word of the Lord, and can- 
H 4 not 


The Necefitty of 
not finde it; who cry. out far 
bread, and behold ſtones. a1 aregi- 


ven them inſtead of bread, why 
25k for fiſh, but are fed with 


Scorpions; who ſeek water, but 


finde none, and their tongue 
faileth for thirſt; do alſo in their 
Ueep miſery and diſtreſs cry out 
and call aloud to you;oh pray the 
Lordof the hirveſt,that he would 
ſend forth labourers, 8 drive out 
loiterers; that hee would raiſe up 
Unto US 4 ſoul-ſearching 8 a ſou. 
ſaving Miniſtry, and take aw 
from us the heavy ſcourge and 
plague of a ſoul- murdering, blind 
and ſuperſtitions Clergy , for 
where the blind lead the blind, 
both muſt fall iato the ditch. 

Oh yee Saints of God, who 
only know the worth ot ſouls, 
who only can be truly ſcnſible of 


ſpiritual evils,and know both the 


worth and want of a true Go(pel- 


Min'ſtry; can ye be ſilent and ſee 
ng fac 
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_ Fatth m Prayer, + 
ach ,merchandize.made of the 


|fouls-of men, ; by: -the - greedy 


Merchants-of Babylon 2 Never 
was there a time, trom the foun- 


| dation of the world, inwhich the 


Saints had more adyantage of do- 
ing great and eminent ſervice by. 
prayer for the poor Nations off 
the earch, and forcheir dear bre- 
thren in ſufferings, and for the 
ſouls of men! yea and' for , the 
whole Creation, thanat this day! | 


-| In which -che Nations of the 


exrth are ſo greatly diſtrefſed,the 
minds of men perplexed , and 
their hearts even failing them for 
tear, and for looking after the 
things that are coming to pats on 
the earthz, yea the whole Creation 
groaneth and travelleth in pain, at- 
fring tobe Heltvered from the box- 


dage of corruption, into the glorious 


2 | Gberty of the Sons of God.In which 
- | Ztens conſolation, and Babylons 
| confufion greatly haſbeneth; the 


time 


106 The Neceſiity of Ge. 
time of Zabels Tyranny, and 
Saints captivity, is ſo near-falf|#Y 
ted, end the times of refreſhing] 
coming from the prefence of the 
Lord, and the time of the reſti|,, 

cation of all things: Oh ye Sain EM 

fGod know that this is a prej - 

Gious ſeaſon;ler but your prayer 

meet together in the Angel; P 

hand, who ſtands before the A]. 

tar to offer them up with hi 

own Incenſe, and then great and 
marvellons things will be doe 
in the earth, Rev. 8.3, 4s 5. om 


| 


j: 
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THE 
in(ficacy or POETS | 


PRAYER 


Matthew 21. 22. 


And all things whatſoever yee ſhall 
| «4k in Prayer beleeving,yee ſhall 


rec erve, 


Ba propoſed to be handled 
In this Treatiſe, is 


The Efficacy of Faith in Prayer. 


Faith is a plenipotentiary grace, 


't hath a kind of omnipotency in 


it it cometh with a full commiſ- 


Rs. He next thing obſer- 
IS: vable in the Text, and 


fion 
£ 


"Mp 


_ 


The Efficacy of 

fion from Heaven, to the pag 
Diſciples of Chriſt-on-earth, bj | 
which they. may  do/.and- obti|(i0Þ 
oreat things with God; yea { but f 
things whatſoever they .thall a! 5 
in prayer, they ſhall. obtain bi F; 


Faith, The great God of Het 
ven will not, cannot deny ay 
thing to his poor ſervants het: 
on earth, which they ask in Fatth, 
Hee is faithful who hath pro. 
miſled, and cannot deny himlel 
the' word is gone out of hj 
mouth in righteouſneſs, and het 
will not rxepent, hee will not cal 
it 10 again, Ard all things whit 
ſoever yee ſhall ack 1n prayer, bt 
leeving, yee ſhall receive, 
Oh here 1s a large comiMiſo 
indeed ! AU things | and all thing 
whatſoever, Here are no limits, 
a0 bounds ſet ro Faith n 


will, and have what it as 
at the hand of God ! Faith 
Can 


prayer! Faith may ask what if! 


dent, 
looks 
Role 
her u 
thing 
cannd 
cont 
will, 

with 

Faith 
comr 
the h 
yen y 
OWq 
unto 1 


Ar Faith in Prayer, 
oy an butask and have! Faith doth 
762 q[Þut ſpeak the word on Earth,and 
all zgf 5 done in Heaven ! the trath 
tin b[15 Faith 15 a modeſt grace, a pru- 
"Hez[4ent, wiſe and ſober grace, chat 
y ay looketh at the will of God as her 
- herefRole, and the:glory of God as 


Falth, 

pro. 
f by 
| het 
Cal 
phat- 
. bt 


ion 
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her ultimate end and aim in all 
tings, and therefore will nor; 


contrary to Gods: moſt holy 
will, or croſs to, aid inconſiſtent 
with fiis glory; and therefore 
Fath hath the Key of' Heayert 
committed to her, afd may $0 tO 


[the heap of mercy, and take e- 


ven wigat-ſhee will, Xat.'15. 28. 


unto thee even as thou wilt. 

The Efficacy of - Faith in 
payer, and the mighty prevail- 
ng power 1t hath with ' God, 1s 


luthciently- made manifeſt. 
'1+ Inthe truth of Gods moſt. 
boly Word and Promiſes, | 


2, In 


cannot deſire or ask any thing: 


0 Woman great 1s thy Faith, beit 


109g 


110 The Efficacy of 
 .- 2, In the Saints wo Precioy 7 

and conſtaat Experiences, God 
r- ag The truth of Gods moſt hd or 
ure Word and Promiſes, do aby 4 
word and danfly atteſt and bear witneſs 1 bs gl 
promiſes. the mighty efficacy of- Faith pry 
prayer;, great Wings are promil _— 
ed, yea all things are promiled 

the prayers of Faith. So in tbl Ss, 
Text: And all things whatſoen E J 

yee ſhall ask in _ beleeving * 
yee ſhall receive, % | 
This is the Word of Chrik'*: - 
this is a gracious Promiſe |” 
Jeſus Chriſt co his Diſciples her h, ne th 
on carth, and hee will be as-gool|; , _ 
as his words hee is the > I | = 
witneſs, and the truth it ſe , andſ7; © F 
therefore hee cannot lye, he car} "9: 
as well ceaſe to be God, as ceaſe" 
to be true and faichful in hi 
Word and Promiſes,. 2 Cor. 1, 
20. For all the Promiſes of Godin| 
hin are Tea, and in him «Amin, 
[z, e.truth and affurancezor r= i ak 
uſe 


| eay 


_— 
% &” 


Faith in Prayer. 


_. [{ureand ſtedfaſt} arto the 
00 God by ze; So that Se wid 4 
hoy 9PO the truth of his Word and 
by] Promiſes , as a great part of 
{; of bis glory, and hee will have the 
h 1glory of his truth, what-ever 
Jn} comes of ir, hee will appear to 
ed ig frue in his Word and Promy- 
\ ths, yea in all his Promiſes to. a 
-»,1j00 and tittle , there ſhall not 
{116 leaſt jot or rittle thereof 
"Afal, cill all be fulfilled, acer. 5. 

rigſ2% For verily 1 ſay unto yon, till 
. | Heaven and Earth paſs, one jot, or 
owe titile ſhall in no wiſe paſs from 
_ the Law, 11k all bee fulfilled: As 
(|! the Lord had ſaid, yee are apt 
aod|*oſer light by my Word, to que-- 
_. [{tionand doubr of the truth and 
«:{eFtainty thereof ; bur I aſſure 
h1/0n, I ſtand ſo much upon my 

..1,[Word, to have it fulfilled and 
1; ade good to the utmoſt, that if * 
heaven and Earth lay in one 

e, and the leaſtiora or _ 
0 


. 


here 


zen, 
oft F<: 
ure 


. The Efficacy of 
of-my Word: in: the other, || 
would rather fuffer Heaven at 
Earth (z; e, the. whole Creation 
to periſh: and come to - nothin 
than that the leaſt iota or cit 


—— 


but to falfill all his Promiſes, | $10 1 

Now many exceeding gre May t 
and precious promifes hath Gap 01a 1 
made in Chriſt unto his peopk £hes « 
praying in Faith, or exercifin part þ 
Faith in prayer, Wee ſhall der: 
ſtance in one or two, in liew| the fa 
all the reſt ; which being -addd of At 
* rothis of the Text, may bee fuff} fitter] 
cient to give a full teſtimony il 17- 1 
the truth in hand ; thar ſo inthq Chur 
m0 


o 


Faith In Prayer. 


er, || nouth of two or three witneſſes, 


n an] this word may bee eſtabliſhed. 

Lion} The firſt that we ſhall inſtance 
thin in, is, that great Charter of hea- 
titthÞ ven,or promiſe made to the poor 
llbf fMited, tempred, and deſpifed 
doll Saints, and Churches of Chrilt 
20 bf here on earth, Mat.18.1 9. CA1- 


ju ſhall agree on earth, as touch- 
nd if ine any thing that they ſhall ak, it 
5 fol hall bee done for them of wy Fatber 
on #h:ch is 1 Heaven, 

it} The number of true Diſciples 
[Sin many places very ſmall, ir 
r&Þ may bee rwo of a Family,and one 
Gal ofa Tribe; and the true Chur- 
pep ches of Chriſt, are for the moſt 
{if part bat ſmall, and few mn num- 
ib ber: eſpecially compared with 
7d the falſe Church; and Churches 
Jef] of Antichtiſt , the Whore that 
f-| fitterti upon many Warers, Rev; 
0 17. 15. Bur O yee Saints and 
thy Churches of Jeſus Chriſt, let not 
I I the 


fun, I ſay unto yon, that if two of 
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Toe Efficacy of 
the paucity, and ſmaJnels of your 


number diicourage you, though 


the malice and rage of the un- 
godly, may like che great Wa- 
ter-floods, keep good Neighbors 
one from another » {o that ye can: 


not aſlemble and meer together 


Rev. 8.3 upon Earth. 


in that ſolemn and publick man- 
ner as yee could defire: yet bee 
not diſcouraged, do not think the 
Efficacy and ſirenzth of Prayer, 
is thereby ſo diminiſhed ,Or weak- 
ned, that yec cannor prevail | in 


Col 2.5” Heaven: You may bee preſent in 


Spirit, when abſent in body, You! 
Prayers may meet in Heaven, 
when your perſons cannot meet 
You may bee caſt 1nti 
Priſons, and Dunzcons, you may 
bee ſcattered, and wander in the 
delarr places, in the dens and 
caves of the earth, bur here is 
your comfort, Heaven is ſtill 0* 
en. 


And let mee tell you from | 


this 


——_— 


— 


 Faitthin Prayer. 


t his Scripture; yee may do and 
obtain great things in Heaven 
(1f two of you (hall agree -en earth, 
4 touching any thing they ſhall ak. 
it ſhall be done for you in Heavens) 
If two of you ſhall agyee; *tis not 
meant in a way of worldly polt- 
cy, and carnal contrivance, but m 
a way of ſpiritual harmony and 
conſent of foul ariſing from the 
unity of Faith, and the anointing 


of the Spirit, teaching and guid- Rom 8.36+ 


lng you 1n prayer, to ask thoſe ?7 
tiings which are according to 
the will of God: let the thing 
be what.it will, ask it in the Hea- 
ven above, or inthe Earth be-- 
neath; let it be never fo hard and 
dificulr, and in the eye of fenie 
and reaſon even impoſlible, yer 
It (hall certainly be done for you, 
and granted in Heaven, Oh what 
a bleſled charter ! what a gtort- 
ous liberty is this, granted to the 


Children. of God, that by Faith 


I 2 IQ 


The Efficacy of 
in prayer here on carth,they may 
have any thing, even what they 
will, done for them in Heaven ! 
And this is the priviledge of 
all thoſe lictle ones, that beleeve 
in Chriſt, Mar. 18, 10. and 14, 
compared with verſ. 19, 26. This 
1s not the priviledge of old Fa- 
thers, and (trong men onely, but 


even of babes in Chriſt, ſuch as 


are little ones, little in the worlds 
account, and it may be little in 
the eye of other Saints, bur leaſt 
of all in their own eye; yet theſe 
little ones thar beleeve in Chriſt, 
how contemptible, little and low 
{oever they be on earth, are ho- 
nourable, great and high ig Hea- 
ven, and may do ſuch things by 
Faith in prayer, as the greateſt 
Monarchs and Princes upon 
Earth cannot do by their greateſt 
force and power : As will fur- 
ther appear in the ſecond Scrip- 
ture and word of Promiſe, yy 75s 
or 


Faith in Prayer, 
for the proof the point, wee ſhall 
alſo a little inſiſt upon, 

Ifaiah 4.5. 11. Thus [aith the 
Lord, the holy one of Iſrael, and his 
Maker, Ask mee of things to come, 
concerntng my $0ns,and concerning 
the work of my hands, command yee 
»c«, Oh the admirable and 1n- 
finite condeſcention of the grear 
Fehovah ! who hath created the 
Heavens, and formed the Earth, 
and commandeth all the hoſts of 
them ! That hee who command- 
eh Angels, and ruleth in the 
Armies of Heaven; and in the 
Kingdomes of men, ſhould ſuffer 
himſelf to be commanded by a 
hand-fall of poor praying-ſouls 
here on earth ! and to have ſuch 
power in Heaven; as to command 
and diſpoſe of the great works of 
providence; yea the choiſeſt and 
moſt admirable operations there- 
of, which tor their rarity and ex- 
cellency are (by way of emi- 
I 3 nency) 
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nency) the works of Gods hand; 
(as the Egyptiax Magicians ſaid of 

that rare and admirable work of 

Gods ſingular power and proyi- 


dence, in turning all the duſt of | 


the Land of Zzypt into Lice a 
the word of his ſervant Moſes, 
which the Magicians could not 
do by their inchantments, Exed. 
$. 19. Thu & the finger o' God!) 
Yer ſo it is, that a hand- full of 
Gods praying 1/rael, which come 
in Faith, ro enquire and ask of 
God concerning his Sons and 
Davghters, may even command 
what they will,may ask and have 
the greateſt mercies, the moſt 
{1gnal deliverances, and the moſt 
wonderful revolutions of provi- 
dence that the hands, 2. e, the in- 
finite power of God is able to 
produce, and bring to paſs. As 
that was a moſt wondertul revo- 
lution of providence, that cauſed 
Even all the earth to ſtand a- 
mazed, 
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mazed, even the ſudden and un- 
expectea downfall of the mighty 
Kingdome of Babyler, in order to 
the ſalvation—and deliverance of 
Gods Church and people, who 
there were holden in fo ſtrong 
captivity, 1/a. 14. from the 3. v. 
to the 28, 

Oh ye precious praying-ſouls, 
on whom the Lord hath pour- 
ed out the ſpirit of grace and 


I19 


ſupplicatian, that yee may ſee Zech-12 


mourn and be in bitterneſs for 
your own fins, and the fins of 
the Nation; mourning even eve- 
ry family apart, the men aparr, 
and their wives apart, Oh know, 
that if yee come withan hamble 
ſenſe of your own, and the Na- 
tlons fins, and with Faith in God 
through Jeſus Chriſt, to plead 
his prectous promiſes, and ask of 
him things to come concerning 
his Sons atzd Daughters, ye may 

| I 4 even 


| | ; 
him whom vee have pierced, and '*? ? 
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even command what yee will (ifit 
be a work of Gods hands, which 
hee hath decreed in Heaven, and 
declared on Earth to: bring to 
paſs in due time, as hee bath the 


Rev-18-2 contuſion of myſtical Babylon,and 


ſalvation of his ſpirjcual Zo) | 
{ay,if itbe a work of his hands,z.e, 
within the power of his glorious 
arm, and infinite wiſdome, to ef- 
Fect, as moſt certainly all things 
propheſied and fore-told in the 
Word of Sod are; then ye need 
not to ſtagger, ye need not to he- 
{itate about the matter, eithe: 
becauſe of your own, unworthi- 
neis, or the great amazing*<ifh- 
culties in the way of the promiſe; 


but come boldly to the throne of | 


grace, and ask in Faith,and there 
1s nothing in Heaven or Earth 
t00 good or too great for God to 
do for you; ask 2nd ſpare not, 
yea ſpeak the word and it ſhall be 
cone, command with an humble 
boldnels, 


Faith tz Prayer. 
boldneſs, and it ſhall be brought 
forth, ask it in the Heaven 4q- 
bove, or in the earth beneath; a- 
mongſt all the glorious works 
and operations of Gods hands, 
chaſe where yee will, ask what 
yee will, and it ſhall be done for 
you. CAsk mee things to come 


concerning my Sons,and concerning 


the works of my hands,command yee 
mee. 


The moſt precious and CON- 2, Inthe 
ſtant experiences of the Saints ®intsex« 


and ſervants of God in all ages 
and generations of the world 
co allo abundantly. declare rhe 
mighty prevailing power and ef- 


; | ficacy of Faith in prayer; by 
- Which 


1, They have prevailed with 


periences, 


God for the turning away of his 


herce wrath and anger from un- 
godly Nations, who had provo- 
ked him greatly, and yet periſh- 
ed not, becauſe ſome of Gods 
faithful 


123 
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faithful ſervants ſtood up in th 
gap, and made interceſſion fy 
them. : 

Thus 'holy Afoſes prevaileth 
with God for 1ſracl, when they 
provoked him to. wrath with 
their own inventions, and turned 
the glory of God into the ſimili. 
 Tudeofa Calf that eateth Hay, 

Exod. 32.7. And the Lord ſa 
unto Meſes, Go get thee down, fo 
the people which thon broughteſt ou 
of the Land of Egypt , have cor 
#upted themſelves; they have turn 
ed zjide quickly out of the way which 
I commanded them, they have wade 
them a moltey Calf, and have wor 
(kipped it, &c, And werſ, 10. Non 
therefore, let mee alone, that my 
wrath may wax hot againſt them, 
and that 1 may conſume them, aud 
1will make of thee a great Nation, 

Here is an ungodly and un- 
thankfuiNation,that have great- 
Iy provoked the Lord by their 
Icolatry 
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the dolatry and Apoſtacy, after all 


fo; [hoſe wonders of mercy, which 


jee had wronght tor them in 
frypt, and at the Red Sea, which 
ras a great aggravation of their 
wickedneſs, ghar they ſo quickly 
orgat God their Saviour, and 


- [armed afide to other Gods, and 


we the glory of all rheir 
feliverances and falvations , 
which Fehovah had wrought for 
them, unto a baſe, deteſtable I- 
(ol, the Image of a Calf that 
ateth Hay: So werſ. 8. They 
teve made a Molten Calf, and wor- 
hyped it, and have ſacrificed 
Iberennto, and ſaid, Theſe be thy 
Gras, O Iſrael, which have brought 
thee up out of the Land of Egypt. 

And here wee have a jealous, 
offended and provoked God, ap- 
rearing upon the Mount to AMe- 


- [{esas con uming fire, taking. up: 
- |toughts of wrath and indigna- 
r [on againſt 7ſrae/ even go their 


UCcer 
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- them: As if Moſes's prayers di 


'utter deſtruction and confufic; 
Now therefore, let mce alone, t| 
my wrath may wax hot again 
them, and that 1 may conſume then 
and I will make of thee a great N 
7108. 
Bur withall, behold a wonde 
of infinite condeſcention , 
fees 10 man, the great Ftht 
wah courting and 1ntreating 1 
\ weak, ſinful man, to bek 
lear, and let him alone 'in tk 
oreſs and execution of his at 
gerieainſt Iſrael | Let mee alon, 
that my wrath may max hot agati 


rye up the hands of God,(o tha 
hee could not do any thing + 
gainſt 7fracl, without Moſes! 
leave ! | | 
Oh that a poor ſinful man, 3 
Moſes was, ſhould have fud 
power with the great and holj 
God ! yet ſuch is the efficacy 0 
Faith in prayer, that God wil 
; not, 
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» Theor, cannot do any thing againſt 
$ahhe prayers of his people, when 
thealtey ask in Faith. 


s Nt 


But now doth Moſes ler God 
lone, and ceaſe to pray, agd 
mke interceſſion for 1ſ7ael ? 1s 
Wſes content to accept the pro= 


bt niſed increaſe of his own private 
[anily, with ſo great diſhonour 
'Jothe Name of God, and the u- 


iverſal ruine of kis Church and 
Frople « No verily: The Faith 
ad Zeal of this holy man Moſes, 
like a mighty fire. being a little 
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reſtrained, breagketh forth into 


the greater flames. And hee ſets 


[upon the work of prayer and'in- 


taceflion for 1ſ-a4l with the more 
Faith and fervent Zeal, werſ. 12, 
I3. And Moſes beſought the Lord 
Ms God, and ſaid; Lord, why doth 
thy wrath wax hot againſt thy Peo- 


[ ple, which thon haft brought forth 


nt of the Land of Egypt.cvith creat 
power, and with 4 mighty hand? 


Whet of ore 
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Wherefore ſhowld the Egyptinſ® ©* 
ſpeak and ſay, for miſchief aid! coalu! 
bring them ont, 10 ſlay them in ik pithe 
amonntains, and to conſume thi nant 6 
from the face of the earth* Tm glory 
from thy fierce mrath, and req and tf 
of this evil againſt thy People, i 0 turt 

w member Abraham, tſaac and je 

[ yael thy ſervants, to whons th P16 

| ſwareſt by thine ows ſelf, and ſail oy 

0 wpto thems, I will multiply your faſt"? 

as the flars of Heaven, and all th Y acl t 

Land that 1 have ſpoken of, wil! nd an 

£:ve unto your ſeed, and they jul led ag 

zwherit it for ever. reriſhe 
Oh here is a prayer of Fait wſ. 1; 
indeed ! here is much Faith a4" 

by Moſes in this prayer; lookiy lobes p: 

to the Word and Promiſe 6 Wh 


God made to Abraham, 1ſa oo 
| and Faceb, as his rule in as kino, "age 


and the glory of the Name & 
God, as his great and ultimate 
end, and by good argument and! IR 
ſtrength of reaſon ſhewing, that RR 

(0 


freſery 


lower 
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Jto execute his fierce wrath iN 
[coafuming his people, would 
reither confiftt with his Cove- 
Jnat and Promiſe, nor with the 
Jelory. of his own great Name, 
epn ad therefore prayes the Lord 
24/9 turn from his fierce wrath,and 
{ j[*pent O; this evil againft his 
1þ| cope. ET. 
ai And by this prayer of Faith he 
/;(prevails with God, and delivers - 
[rac from that conſuming wrath 
;4,[d anger of God that was kind- 
fu led againft them, ſo that they 
periſhed not in their iniquity, as 
[7]. 1.4. 414 the Lord repented of 
1,[!Mevil which hee thought to do un- 
Fi hs people. 
71 Which famous prayer and in- 
/ [(erceffion of Moſes 1s recorded in. | 
7 (ie book of Pſalms,and mention- 
Ped as the onely means of 7/74els 
,[felervation from the conſuming 
\{bower of Fehovahs great wrath 
1xi[ad herce anger,  Pſal. $06, 23. 
'wl. | Therefore 


ty 
dt 


z. Inſtance Thys alſo righreous Let by on 
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Therefore hee ſaid that hee woull| 
deſtroy them; had not Moſes hi[# 
choſen ſtood before him in the bread| 


to turn away his wrath left be ſboul 
deſtroy them. | os 

Oh the prevailing power and 
efficacy of Faith in prayer ! tha 
by one prayer of Faith, a whole 
Nation ſhould be delivered fron 
ſo great a ruine ! 


prayer of Faith delivered Zou 
from the common deſtruction an 
overthrow of Sedom & Gomorrih 
that very morning when fire wa 
ready to come down from Het 
yen to deſtroy thoſe Cities, Gex; 
19.18. And Lot ſaid ants them 
oh not ſo my Lord, Behold now th 
ſervant hath found grace in th 
ſight, and thou hajt maznified th 
mercy which thou baſt ſhewed uni 
mee in ſaving my lite, and 1 cant 
eſcape to the mountais, leſt ſom 
evil take mee and 1 dye, Behuld 
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vow, this City is near to flee 


| into, ard it ts a little one.” O let me 


tſcape thither ( is it not 4 Little one) 
ind my ſoul ſhall live, 

This prayer of Zst was not 
yithour ſome viſible tinture of 


| humane frailty, and weakneſs of 


Faith, wherein hee offended in 
that hee accepted not the place 
fuch the Lord had appointed, 
but chuſech another , aſcribing 
more to the place,. than to the 
power and good pleaſure of God 
lor his protection. Nevertheleſs 
It being a prayer of Faith, in 


[vaich chere was a real exerciſe 
of Faich, in that hee beleeved 


God was able to ſpare Zear, and 
to make it a means of his preſer- 


vation and more comfortable 1i- 

ving than the deſolate monn- 

ain , and therefore prayes that 

F in Lord would notſend him to 
t 


e mountain, but rather ler him 


CRE Lot 
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Lot was queſtonleſs guided by 
che Spirit of God,toask the pre- 
ſervation of ' that City, which 
thouzh viſibly threatned, and in 
danger to be deſtroyed with the 
reſt, yet was in reſpect of Gods 
ſecret will and purpoſe;to be pre- 
ſerved, and therefore the Lotd 
did by his holy Spirit pur it into 
the heart of his righteous fervant 
Lot, to ask that City : In which 
requeſt he is preſently accepred, 


and the life of that City grante 


at his petition, verſ. 22, And ht 
faid anto him: ſee, } hawe acceptil 
thee concerning thu thing, that 
will not overthrow this City for th 
which thou haſt 
eſcape thither, for 1 cannot do an 
thing till thou be come thither,thert- 
fore the Name of that City ms 
called Zoar, © 

Oh the infinice and admirable 
condeſcention of the great and 
holy God to the weakneſs ofa 
poor 
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poor frail man ! that Zoe ſhould 
not. accept the mountain which 
the Lord appointed him, and yet 
that che Zord ſhould accept Lox 
and fpare Zoer which he hac 
ſpoken for ! yet ſuch is the holy 
iadulgence of the heavenly Pa- 
ther to his. praying children, that 
when through humane frailty, 
they cannot come up to his 
terms; hee out of. divine pity 
ſtoops and comes down to theirs! 

and fuch 15 the efficacy & prevail- 
nz force of Faith in prayer, that 
God is even overcome thereby 

to.grant his poor praying ſervants 

even what they will 1 werſe 21> 


| See 1 have accepted thee concerning 


this thing, that I will not overthrow 
the City, for the which thou hait 
ſpoken : Oh well was it for Zoar 
' that Zor ſpoke to. God for it ! 
The prayer of one juſt Lo? deli- 
vers this wicked City from the 
common calamity and deftru- 
-— 
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Qion of their fellow-finners! 

2. The Saints and ſervants of 
God have prevailed by Faith in 
prayer for the pulling down moſt 
ſpeedy vengeance,and juſt judge- 
ments of God upon their malici- 
ous and ungodly enemies, 

Thus zealous El:jah by prayer 
brings down fire from Heaven 
upon the heads of his proud and 
malicious enemies (two ſeveral | 
Captains and their fifties) who in 
the pride and heat of their ſpi- 
rits, came to do violence to the 
good Prophet,z King.1e9,1011, 
12, until by theſe examples of 


1.35 


Gods ſeverity, the reſt of that | 


wicked party were reduced to 
ſome ſubmiſhon and moderation 
towards his faichful ſervant, who 
in propinecying the death of the 
King of S:maria, had not offend- 
ed, but done that which he was 
commanded, and allowed of God | 


to do, 
And 


unto t, 


in___ TT ww "3 


4 hd 


TY Y%wu mow WW  _w Fruww -[- 


—— 


Faith in Prayer, 

And the fame holy man, Elijah 
by prayer prevails with God to 
ſhurc the Heavens, that it rained 
not for three years and fix 
months, ſo that wicked Ahab, 
Fezabel, and the ten Tribes were 
for their Idolatry, and perfecu- 


tion of Gods faithful feryants, 


juſtly plagued with a three years 


tamine, 1' Ke, 17, 1, compared 
with Fames 5.16, 19. The ef- 


feltaal fervent prayer of arightcoms 


man availeth mnch. Elias was 4 
man ſubject to like paſSions as wee 
ire, and hee prayed earneſtly that 
it mizht not rain, and it raincd net 


on the earth by the ſpace of three 


jears and fix months, 
Thus allo the holy Propher 
Eliſha prevails withGod by Faith 


in prayer for the ſmiting of the 


King of Syria's Army with blind- 
neſs, a King. 6. 18. Avda when 
they came down 10 him, Eliſha prayed 
unto the Lord, and ſaid, Smite 1his 

K 3 people 
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people, 1 pray thee, with blindneſs, 
PY, hee oe them with Hindu 
according te the Word of Eliſha. . 
-.. Thus alſo the two faithful 
witneſſes nander-:the New. Tefta- 
ment which the Lord :rajfeth np 
to propheſic and bear: witneſs a- 
Sainft Antichriſt 1260 daies, that 
15,all the time of the beafts reign 
and tyranny (for fo long hee is to 
continue, Rev.13,6.) have powet 
. to. pull dawn vengeance upon 
their enemies, and ro open and 
{hut Heaven; and {mite the earth 
with plagues, as oft as they will, 
Rev.nr. 5, 6. And if any man wil 
hurt them, fire proceedeth out of 
therr month, aud deveareth ther 
enemies, And if any man will hurt 
them, hee muſt in this mayner bet 
killed, Theſe have power to ſhut 
Heaven, that it rain not in the daits 
of thetr prophecy, and have pewtr 
over waters to turn them to blood, 
and to ſmite the earth with plagues, 
| #. 
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« oftew as. they will, -' 
' See here what great power the 
Lord hath given to his witneſs- 
bearing Saints and ſervants un- 
der the New Teſtament ! whom 
hee raiſeth up to bear witneſs for 
Chriſt againſt Antichriſt ,to pro- 
tcit and prophecy againſt all the 
abominations of the man of 1in; 
though they have no warldly 
power, nor arm of fleſh to pro- 
tect them, yet they are nor left 
deſtitute, tor they have power 
to ſhut Heaven, and co (mite the 
Earth with plagues, andto call 
tor vengeance, and the righteaus 
judgements of God to be made 
manifeſt upon their enemies, for 
which cauſe fire is ſaid to: pro- 
ceed ont of their mouth; not mas 
terially, bur virtually, z. e. they 
do by their prayers and prophe- 
cies which Proceed ont of their 
mouth, procure vengeance from 
Heayen, andall the plagues and 
K4 righteous 
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righteous judgements of God to 
be poured forth of the vials of 
his wrath npon the Antichriſtian 
party, who are their malicious 
and implacable enemies : by 
which means they are preſerved 
and protected in their witneſs- 
bearing-work,all the time of ther 
Prophecy, until the end and h- 
niſhing thereof; at which time 
by the determinate counſel of 
God, they are to be {lain, and lye 
dead for a ſeaſon, in order to a 
glorious reſurretion , Rev. 11, 
9,8,9,10,11,12,13. 

3- The Saints and ſervants of 
God have obtained by Faith in 
prayer, great and wonderful de- 
Iiverances, when they have been 
In the greateſt danger, yea even 
in the very jaws of deſtruction. 

Great and marvellous perſonal 


——_— deliverances have been obtained 


by Faith in prayer, of by the 
jatthful prayers of the righteous. 
x Thus 
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Thus that precious and faith- 
ful ſervant oft God, Hezekigh, 
when hee was ſick unto the 
death, and had received a pe- 
remptory ſentence of death by 
the mouth of the: Propher, 1/a; 
18.1. Set thy honſe in order, for 
they ſhalt dye, and not live: by 
Faith in prayer obtained the re- 
rerfion of that ſentence, and was 
delgered in a moſt wonderful 
manner from the very jaws of 
death, werſ. 5. Go and ſay to He- 


| zehiah, Thus ſaith the Lord, the 


God of David thy Father, 1 have 
hard thy prayer, 1 have ſeen thy 
tears + behold 1 will aad uxte thi 
laies fifteen years, Which delive- 
rance was (all circumſtances con- 
fidered) ſo marvellous and won- 
derful, that the fame thereof 
ſounded as far as Zabylon ; the 
King whereof ſent his Embaſ- 
ladors to congratulate-the Kings 
recovery, and to enquire of the 
wonder, 
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wonder , 2 Chron, 32. 3; {he w 

Thus alſo the good Prophetiy, wx 
Fonah (though an angry paſlivhy, 4, 
nate man) when he prayed to thy Wrion, 
Lord in the fiſhes belly,and whaſ fit 
hee was even ſwallowed up dfv4 :h, 
death, withour all viſible helpaſy,y:o 
hope of deliverance, by Faith} Thx 
prayer obtained a wonderful deſyigs { 
liverance at the hands of Golgq bo 
who ſpake to the fiſh, and ig, w[4nigh 
mited up Foxah upon the dhe wee 
Land, Fenah 2.10. of whidlye do 
prayer of his in the fiſhes belh]zoynd 


. andthegreat ſalvation obtaint fueh 


thereby, take his own confeſliaſyayer 
Fonah 2, 2,5,6,7. And I cryedMNifulem v 
reaſon of mine affliction wnto th[from. « 
Lord, and hee heard mee, out ofilil he ha 
belly of Hell cryed 1, and th Anvel 
heardeft my woice: The witi|1q, 

compaſſed mee about even to ill Gye 
ſoul , the depth cloſed mee roundi(gliye 
bor!, the weeds were wrapt about Mſtained 


"head, 1 went down to the bot" the fai 
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the mountains; the earth with her 
Pheles mas about mee for ever:y:t haſt 
tl iy browe ht wp my life from cor- 
 Uhvrion, O Lord my God, When my 
rally fainted within mee, 1 remem- 
P Med the Lord, and my prayer came 
P My ww9to thee into thy holy Temple. 

nl Thus the holy man Peter alſo 
lying ſhut up in priſon by Hered, 
10] ad bound with two chains, kept 
VWlnight between two ſouldiers, 
(the keepers alſo ſtanding betore 
ſhe door; being as a ſheep faſt 
ll dound and appointed for the 
nt laughter next morning; by the 
Mljrayers of the Church at Feru- 
dMfulem was wonderfully delivered 
ltfom death, and reſcued out of 
iſ the hand of his enemies by an 


{ Angel, 4@.12.5,6,7,8,9,10,11, 
Mil 12, : 
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oh ED " - 1. 2. National 
Great, National, and publick3* pub- 


{H|deliverances have alſo been db-4c; delivey 
Mſtained ar the hands of God by raxces, 


"| the faithful prayers of his people. 
ſ - Thus 


The Efficacy of 
Thus was Feruſalem and th 
whole Church of God deliyere: 
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from the cruel rage, great powel® 
and proud threatnings of the 


King of A(ſyria, by the praye 
of Hezekiah (an Army of a hun, 


being {lain by the Angel of the 
Lord in one night) J1ſa. 37. 21; 
Then Iſaiah the Son of Amos ſen 
wrto Hezekiah, ſaying, Thus ſail 
the Lord God of Iſrael; wheres 
thos haſt prayed to mee agniuft St 
nacherib King of Aſſyria. verl. 31, 
Therefere thus ſaith the Lord can- 
cerning the King of Aſſyria, Hu 
fhall not come into this City, mn 
ſhoot an Arrow there, nor come bt- 
fore it with ſhields, mor caſf a bank 
arainf ityby the way that hee cam, 
by the ſame ſhall hee return, and 


wſ. 34 
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fhak net come into this City, ſaith 
"the Lard: for 1 will defend thu Ct 
ty to fave ity for mine own ſake, and 
for my ſervant Davids ſake, And 
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of Go 
ruine 
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Faith in Prayey, 
herſ. 36. Then the Angel of the 
werll#14 went forth and [mote in the 
than of the Aſſyrians 4 hundred 
Ne 1d four ſcore and five thouſand, and 
nn, [09en they aroſe early in the morn- 
"ol s behold they were all dead 
inpſes. 
| Oh the admirable and wons 
[{ierful ſtrength of Faich in 
mayer ! that one praying faith- 
ful Saint of God thould prevail 
nore by one prayer of Faith, 
than the greateſt Conquerors in 
the macs, could ever do by force 
ad power ! a hundred and four- 
core and five thouſand {lain by 
the prayers of one man ! one He- 
4 [*#iab prayes, and the whole 
Church of God is delivered ! 
{| Thus alſo when proud Hama 
; [fat wicked enemy of the people 
_ [of God had conſpired the- utter 
| [fine and deſtruction of the 
Jews, in the daies of ihe capti- 
- ['ity; and the deſign was Jaid fo 
Fo: ſure 


"th 


oet 
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ſure (the Kings Royal aflent þ, 


"1 W 


ing obtained, and the decraſcir, Þ 
gone forth into all the Kingjne of 


Provinces,and the day ſet for th 
exccution thereof )that it was its 
poſſible in the eye of reaſon, thu 
it ſhould be diſappointed; yeth 
the prayers of good MHorderd, 
and the remnant of a, poor 
ſ{piſed people,a moſt glorious de 
Jiverance was obtained; tk 
Kings heart ſuddenly and wor 
dertully changed z; the form 
decree and fentence of death tt: 
verſed; Meradecat highly honou:. 
ed and advanced, the Jews ever 
where encouraged; wonderfully 
preſerved, and feared by ther 
enemies z and wicked Hama, 
their proud and implacable ene- 
my, with all his family deſtroyed 
and rooted out of the earth, 
Ether 3, 4,5,6,7,8, and 9, chap- 
rers. 
Thus alſo when the children 
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Faith in Prayer, 
t belt Armm0n, Moab, and eMount- 
ecraſerr, had conſpired the utter ru- 
LingJne of the people of God, and 
r thejoyned together in a numerous 
in-Jand mulcicudinous Hoſt, and ſud- 
thajdenly invaded Fadah for that 
thilad , ſuppoſing themſelves to | 
er [have been ſure enough of their 
d&.|(&{1gn, there being no ſtrength 
d& {wr proviſion with Fehoſaphat to 
t& [mthftand them, A moſt won- 
o-|derful and glorious victory and 
we [deliverance was obtained by the 
re [prayer of good Fehoſaphat >» 
12 Chron, 20, 3. And Fehoſaphat 
17 | ſtared, and ſer himſelf to ſeek the 
lip] Lord, v.6s And ſaid, O Lord God 
et] if our Fathers, art net thou God in 
1,1 Heaven ? ana ruleft not thou ever 
e-| af the Kinzdemes of the Heathen? 
d| And in thine hand 1s there not 
1 [power and might, ſo that wone is 
)-|able 10 withſland thees Art nos 
thog our God, who didft drive out 
- the inhabitants of this Land eſe 
| | 7 y 
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thy people Iſrael, and gaveſt it whye upon 
the ſeed of «Abraham thy friend before 1 
for ever, And they dwelt therein lmies, th 
and have tml: thee a Sanflunliren. 
therein for thy Name, ſaying, f|- Oh t 
when evil cometh upon us, as thi deed. 
ſword, jadeement, or peftilence, wh of Faitt 
famine, wee fland before this houſe, [ment in 
aud in thy preſence (for thy Nam|hſaphai 
& ix thu houſe) and cry anto theen| 1, B 
our affitFion, then thou wilt huJthe ne: 
and help, And. now berold, th id his 
children of Ammon, and Moi | lbrahar, 
ard Mownt-Seir, whom thou woult | 2. :B 
eſt not let Iſrael invade, when thy [ipon Hit 
came out of the Land of Egypt, bu 
they turned from them, and deſire 
ed them not. Behold (1 ſay) hin | 
they reward us; t8 come to caſt us out called tl 
of thy poſſeſſion , which thou haſt|4braha 
given us tomherit: 0 our Godgwilt| 3. Þ 
tho not jndge them ? for we have\tthand 
no might agaanſt this great company Howe 
that cometh agatnſt ms :. peithtr[keepet! 
know wee what to de, Unt owr entice Ki 
X als 


Faith in Prayer. 
we upon thee, And all Fudah ſtood 
lefore the Lord with their little 
mes, their wives ana their chil- 
—. - - 

. Oh here is a prayer of Faith 
deed ! there is much of the life 
of Faith, and ſtrength of argu- 


[nent in this prayer of good Fe- 


lſaphat. | 

1. By Faith he ſees and, pleads 
the near relation betwixt God 
ind his people 1/rael, the ſeed of 
lbraham his friend, 

.. 2. :By Faith hee preſſes God 
pon! tits. Coyenant and Promiſe 
nade to. Abraham, 1ſaac and Fa- 


|, by which hee gave the Land 


of Canaan (which is therefore 


wcilled che Land of Promiſe) to 
{| 4brahams and' his ſeed for ever. 


3. By Faith hee acknowledg- 


x|tthand improverh the ſoveraign- 


ty and ruling power which God 


eepeth in his own hand over all 


#[the Kingdomes of the world, 


| yea, 
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yea over the very Heathen, and 


| - 
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thoſe that are the enemies of his 
Church and People; and there. 
fore is able at all times to fry- 
ſtrate thetr deepeft counſels, dif. 
appoint their greateſt deſigns, 
brrdle their greateſt rage and 
poiver, fo as to deliver his pec- 
ple, that pur their truſt in him, 

4. By Faith hee pleads the 
ſpecial Covenant and Promiſe & 
Cod made to Solomen on the bt. 
half of his people at the dedics- 
tion of the Temple,and applies it 
tothe prelent cafe in hand. 

5. By Faith hee improves the 
various paſſages of providence, 
clearing wp the innocency and 
integrity of his people 1/racl, and 
the righteoufneſs of their cauſe, 
and on the contrary, declareth 
the guiltineſs, ingratitude, and 
wickedneſs of thefe ungodly nati- 
ons that were now combined to-| 
gether to ſeek the ruine EIFS 


a. S_— 


| 


Faith in Prayer. 
And upon the whole leaves 
the caſe with God, as a moſt 


* [righteons Judge, holy, faithtul, 


ind able co plead the cafe of. bis 
poor people 1n this great diſtreſs, 

And prevails ſo tar with God 
by this prayer of Faith, that hee. 
bath a gracious anſwer, and a 
nolt glorious return in the 
wondertul Salvation of the 
Church' and People of God for 
whom hee prayed, and in the ut- 


| ter deſtraction and. overthrow. 


of their potent enemies, againſt 
Whom hee prayed - for werſ. 14+ 
Then,npon Fahazitl, &c. came the. 
iprrit of the Lord in the midſt of 
the Congregation. And hee [atd, 
Thus ſuith the Lord unto yoh, be wot 
efraid or diſmayed by reaſon of 
the great multitude, for the battei 
6 net yours,but Gods, And wer. 17. 
Tee-ſhall not need to fight in this 
batted: ſet your ſelves, ftand yee fell 
ind ſer the [alvatron of the Lord 
In Li with 
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with you. And werſ. 22. When 
they began to' ſing and 10 praiſe: 
The Lord ſet ambuſhments -_ 


the children of Immon, Moab, and 
Moxnt-Seiri which were come 4- 
gatnft Fndah, and they mere [mit- 
zen, for the children of Ammon and 
Moab flood up: againſt the Inhabi- 
tants of Mount-Seir, utterly: to fla 
and deſtroy them : And when the | 
had made an end of the Inhabitanii 
of Serr, every oxe helped to- defiry | 
another, And when Fudah came 11- 
ward the watch tower in the wilder 
neſs , they looked unto the multitudt, 
and behold they 'were dead hodis 
fallen tothe earth,and none eſcaped; 
And werſ, 25, When Fehoſaphit 
aud hu people came to take the ſpul 
of then:, they : faund among them 
in abundance, both-riches, with tht 
dead bedies, and precious -.Fewel 
(which they ſtript off for themſelves) 
more than they could Carry | ani), 
and they were three dates ts gather- 
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', Fatthin Prayer. 
ing of the ſpoil, it was ſo much, 

- Ohwhata wonderful delive- 
rance and ſalvation was here ob- 


| rained by one- prayer of Faith! 


Good Fehoſaphat prayes in Faith, 
and prevails by prayergyith Goa; 
The enemies are divided one a- 
zainſt another, and utterly de- 
firoyed one by another, 1ſrae/ 
faved with a wonderful ſalvation, 
and greatly enriched with the 
ſpoil of their enemies ! 

4. The Saints and Servants of 
God by Faith in prayer, have 
prevailed with God for the ſtop- 
ping the courſe, and changing the 
very Jaw of nature in his govern- 
ment of the Creatures, ſo that 
they have at the command of 
Gad been ſerviceable. to his 
Church and People, not onely 
beyond, but even againſt the 
courſe and law of nature, 


prayer,commands the Sun and 
L 3 Moon 


So holy Foſhua by Faith IN \, tagance 


—_— —_——____ <_—_— A ————— 
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Moon to ſtand till, and Ray thei 
courſe, until hee had avenged 
the Lords people upon their ene- 

þ. 10, I2, They ſpak 
Fofhua 10the Lord 7n the day wha 
the Lord dghruered up the Amoritt 
before the children of Iſracl. An 
hee ſaid in the fight of Iſrael, Smy, 
ftand thou ftill upon Gibron, and 
theu Moon, 1n the valley of Ajalm, 
And werſ.13. The Swn flood fiil, 
and the Moon ſtayed natil the peojl 


bad avenzed themſelves upon thi 


enemies. 1s wot this written in th 
book of Faſher ? So the Sun flu 
fiill 1u the midſt of Heaven, an 
haſted not to go dewn about a whil 
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day! And _ 14. There waii 
day like that before it, or afterit 


that the Lord hearkened to the wil 


of a man, for the Lord fought ft 
Iſrael. 

. Oh the wonderfnl force, an 
prevailing efficacy of Faith! 
prayer ! that even the courſe a 


i 


nNatur 
heap, 
on th 
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Lord 
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law of aature (which no creature Job 38- 
can reſiſt or withſtand) ſhogld®,?2 3%3* 
thereby be ſtayed ! and the Sun BON 6 
and the Moon ( which by the *7 
ordinance of God are to bee in 
continual motion, and move with 

ſuch wonderful ſpeeJ,as to com- Plal.rg. 1, 
paſs che world in the vaſt cir- *> 349* 
cumference of the Heavens in a 

tew hours) ſhould at the word of 

2 poor frail man, ſtand ſill, and 

ſay their courſe for the ſpace of 


a whole day ! 


[Thus allo holy Moſes prevails z.1agunce 
with che Lord by prayer, for the 
dividing the waters of -the Sea,” 
even the Red Seca, ſo that (con- 
trary to the law and courſe of 


nzture) they ſtool 'apon an 


heap, and were a wall to 1ſract 


on the right hand, and on the 
left, Exode 14. 15, 16, And the 
Lord ſaid nnto Moſes, : Wherefore 
cryeſt thou unto mee ? Speak unto 


| 1he children of 1ſrael that they go 
L 


4 ferwara. 
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forward, But lift up thou thy Rod, 
aud ſtretch out thine hand over the 
Sea, and divide it, and the children 
of Iſrael ſhall go on dry gronnd the- 
ff the ir the Se6 And wer|, 
22. The children of Iſrael went 
znto the midſt of the Sea upon the 
dry ground, and the waters were 4 


g Siegts? 
wall unto them ou thety right hand, 


ard on their left. 


Oh the admirable and mars | 


vellous ſtrength and power of 
Faith in prayer ! that by 1t the 
waters of the Sea, the depths of 
the Sea ſhould be divided, and 


made to ſtand upon heaps, as a | 
| wallto Gods 1ſrael! and yet fo 


It is; Moſes cryeth to the Lord 
at the Sea, even the Red Sea, 


| and the waters are divided, and 


become a wall to Jſrael in their 
paſſage towards Caraar, on the 
right kand;and on the left! 

All which (with many other 
bleſſed experiences of the Saints 
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prayer 


which | | 


| Faith tn Prayer. 
which might be inſtanced in)--d6 
amount-to a ſufficient teſtimony 
and witneſs to the truth in hands 
nd do- abundantly evince the 
truth of rhis bleſſed -promiſe of 
the Lord Jeſus to his poor ſer- 
vants here on earth: And at 
things whatſoever yee ſhall ask in 
frayer, beleeving,: yee ſhall receive. 
The grounds and reaſons of 
| the point upon which this great 

ruth is eſtabliſhed, and wherein 
the evidence and demonſtrations 
thereof do yet more fully appear, 
xe briefly theſe three. 


| keying prayers of the Saints and 
ſervants of God here on earth, 
ae heaven-born, They are influ- 
enced from Heaven by the con- 
du and guidance of the holy 
Spirit, whoſe office it 1s to 1n- 
fluence and manage the Saints mn 
' | this great concern and work 
; | of prayer: So that the things - 
Co which 


The prayers of Faith, or be- x. Reafor. 
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which they ask of Godin praycr|iffe&t 
{ when they ask in Faith) are notjends z 
o much the frait of the inward[ve al! 


breathings,and unfeigned defies 
of their own hearts and ſpirits, a 
of the holy and blefled Spirit gf 
grace breathing in them, and 
teaching them to pray as they 
ought, which of themſelves they 
neither know, nor can do, Roms.s, 
26. Likewiſe, the Spirit alſo help 
our infirmities : for wee know 
what we ſhould pray for 4: we oueht 
Bot the Spirit it ſelf maketh inter 
' ceſfron for us with groanings which 
cannot be mitered: And hee thi 
ſearcheth the heart, knoweth wha 
4 the mund of the Spirit, becauſe ht 
makith interceſsion for the Saints, 
according to the will of God. 

So that the holy Spirit of God 
doth not onely help and aſſiſt the 
Saints in the right manner of 
prayer, exciting their graces, 
quickening and drawing out their | 
afte 10ns, 


doth : 
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Es Faith in Prayer. 
ffetions, helping them to right 


natſends and aims in prayer (all which 
ard 
res 


xe alſo.neceffarily required) but 
doth alſo ſuggeſt and teach them 
the very matter of their prayers; 
bow and what to pray for, and 
$k of God both for themſelves 
ad others: The Spirit alſo helpeth 
wr !nfirmities, for wee' know not 
phat to pray for as wee ought: 


But the Spirit it elf , &c,. 


So that the Saints are taught 
from Heaven what to pray for 
25 they onght; the Spirit of God 
from Heaven doth teach and aſ- 
iſt them to pray here on earth 

xcording to the will of God, 
And how reproachfully and 
blaſphemouſly ſoever wicked 
nd ungodly men do ſpeak of 
the (fo called) extemporary 
prayers of the Saints: yer they 
are no leſs than heaven-born;the 
things which they are tanght by 
the Spirit of God from Heaven 
: to 
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_  goaskof Gadin prayer. And let 
wicked men know, that in blzſ- 
pheming and reproaching the 
prayers of. the Saints, they dg 
blatpheme the Spirit it (elf:- {24 
the Spirit it ſelf maketh interceſſi 
e2,@c.] Wicked and ungod] 
men, who are 1gnorant of the 
Spirit of prayer, do exceedingly 
magnihfie and cry up their ſtinted 
forms, and book-prayers, becauſe | 
{as they imagine) compoſed and 
zmndiced by holy and learned men, 
and that with the deepeſt judge- 
ment, and moſt [erious confides 
yation had of the things meet to 
be asked of God in prayer : And 
docondemn the prayers of Gods 
Saints, becauſe (as. they judge in 
the darkneſs of their carnal 
mind, which is alwaies enmity a- 
gainſt God) extemporary, raſh, 
and inconliderate, without any 
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ſuch know, that the beſt of theix 
tinted Forms and Book-prayers, 


|zre but indited by men' on earth; 


and on the other hand, the prayers 


' of Gods Saints and ſeryants of- 


fered up in Faich(though extem- 
porary) are indited by the Sp 
it of God in Heaven, and given 


[in immediately bythe miniftra- 


ton of the holy Spirit, who 
knoweth better what is meer-to 
be asked-of God inprayer fex- 
temporary) ' than the greateſt 
Biſhops, - DoRots, and learned 
men upon earth can do, by their 
deepeſt conſultation. 

 Andletſuch reſolve this que- 
ſtion ;- whether are-moſt agree- 
able. ro the will and - mind of 
God, -thoſe prayers, which are 
indicted by the Spirit of God in 
Heaven, and given- 16 from -a- 


bove, as all the prayers of hte 
Saints arewhich they pur up in 
Faith :-.or thoſe which are com-- 
6 poſed 


—<—<n_ mk - 4 
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poſed and impoſed by the carnal od. A 
wiſdome, and coercive power of[IcaVE 
men on earth, cantrary to. the ll chi 
Word of God * - alfo 

And let mee adde this one['9 | 
word morez that the. prayer of ne Di 
the pooreſt Saint, though e-|'* ME 
compaſſed wich urmoſt humane 6 hov 
tcailties and infirmities, yet being '<< ©! 
breathed by the holy Spirit inyſ. Anc 
his heart, and breathed: our 4 tual ; 
gain in Faith, by the help of thi lingui 
fame Spiric, hath more of hes V5, 
venly wiſdomezand true ſpiricud by thi 
excellency in it, than the moſt[/7% 
magnified and admired., Form|#?p!#e. 
thar ever was compoſed. by the |P'2yET 
greateſt Doctors, and learnet|?'"E 
men in the workd : For Feb, 3.6.|%; © 

That which is born of the fleſh, | TH: 

fleſh : and that which i born of the Parte! 

Spirit, is. Spirit, And again, werſ, [Me 

31. He that is of the earth;is earths [halt | 

hy, and ſpeaketh of the earth, het": 

that cometh from Heaven is aboue nd th 
CINE "7 ccept; 
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nat. As Jeſas Chriſt came from 
- of[Heaven, and therefore was above 
thefill che Prophets and Apoſtles: 
balfo the Spirit of God comerh 
n-[ſfom Heaven, and is above all 
of ite Doors, Biſhops, and learn- 
aq. td men in the world, in teaching 
1ne (6 how and what to pray for as 
ing "EE ought, _ 
_ And hence lt is, that true ſpi- 
ttual and heavenly prayer is di- 
þ [linguiſhed trom all hypocritical 
a1, feWS, and pretences of prayer 
az) [ty this charaGter, 'Epheſ. 6.18. 
of [Yaying almaies, with all prayer and 
m {plication in the Spirct, Tree 
ho fayer and ſupplication is alwaies 
ef |» the Spirit, And. again, Fade 
6.119. Praying inthe Holy Ghoſt. 
| The ſumme and cloſe of the 
+4 |marter, is, prayers of Fajth do 


16 The 
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3. Realon+ ;: The prayers of Paith, or the 
teeving prayers of the Saints 
and People of God, do alwaies 
fall-in_with-the will of God: 
The. ſtinted. Forms, and com: [t 
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poſed Prayers of formal Hypo. 
critical pretenders to Religion, 
do alwaies in. one thing or other 
run counter ta the will of God, 
In the very matter of their pet: 
tions, it being . impoſſible tha 
ſuci-as keep themſelyes. to ; 
{tnced Form of Prayer, and ob 
lige themſelves, to uſe ſuch; 
torm of words in prayer, and no 
others, ſhould. ayoid.this Rock 
(upon which.they muſt, inevits 
bly tall and ſplit chemſelves)tha 
the .things.which they. ſo. ah, 
anuſt ot neceſlity run croſs rojhe 
will of God; ler. them take what 
Form they will, and ſtint, them- 
ſelves to the, conſtanc ule of it 
.fas;the Hypocrites do)and expe: 
Tience will quickly teach as: 
Ls that 


-+ 


_ * $ 
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cording 


Falt 


;|that in ſo doing 
;[radidt the revealed will of God 


F atth in Prayer, 
they muſt con- 


o their petitions; and therefore 
luch prayers muſt needs be very 


(fruitleſs, 


But the prayers of the ſincere 
culdren of God, which are in- 


deed prayers of Faith, and the 
[ſreathings of Gods own Spirit 
. jo them, do alwates concur, and 


fall in with che will of God : And 
$ hee that ſearcheth the heart 


| 


. j{noweth what is the mind of 
[tbe ſpirit,in the hearts of his chil- 


dren : ſo the Spirit ſearcheth all 
things, yea the deep things .of 


Faith looks at the will of God 


3s her rale in asking; and in 
tings about which the will of 
God is revealed, Faith will be 
politive,and ask abſolutely with- 


out 


God, Rome. $. 27, Becauſe hee , cr. 1. 
1, e. the holy Spirit of God)mak- 10,11 
(4h interceſſion for the Saints, ac- 
[cording to the will of God. 


J 
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out an if: but in things about 


which the will of God is yet fe. |. 
cret and unknown, Faith will ask | 


with ſubmiſſion to the will of | 
God, Not my will, but thy will be 
#onc, 15 the language of Faith in 


ſuch caſes: And it ts as impoſlibl | 


for Faith to erre in this particy- 
lar, and to miſs of the will 6f 
God in asking, as it is for the Sun 
in the Firmament, to miſtake his 
way in his heavenly perambulz- 
flon : or for the waters of the Ri: 
vers to miſtake their way into 
the Sea, that they ſhould not 
come into, and coincidate with 
the Ocean. | | 
Whatſocyer therefore the 


| 


Saints do ask in Faith, they do |, 
ask according to the will of God, |. 


whether it be fecret or revealed; 
For the rule which Fatch looks 


ar, 1s an unerring rule, viz, the | 


whole light of Scripture-revela-| 


u *——_ — - ooo Sr 


tion, Ang the'condudt and guide |} 


how 1 


{condi 


by 
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| by which Faiths directed in ask- 


ing, 1s an unerring guide, even 
the holy Spirit of God, Rom. $. 
26. which perfectly knoweth 
and ſearcheth what is the mind 
and will of God inall caſes, whe- 
ther ſecret or manifeſt. 

And it is worthy obſervation, 
how the poor Saints of God are 
oft times, by a ſecret inſtin& and 
conduct of the Spirit guided in 
prayer, to ask thoſe very things 
of God, which hee is about to do 
and bring to paſs, beyond what 1s 
revealed or made known, 

As when Lot asked of Godin 
Prayer, the preſervation of the 
Ciry Zoar, which was threatned, 


11d in viſible danger of periſhing 


nthe common deſtruction of So- 
dom and Gomorrah, and yet was 
preſerved by the prayer of r1gh- 
teous Lot, who was queſtion'eſs 


M 3 ſtine3 


- +. .- 
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[guided in his asking that City a= ga. 
boye any other, by the ſecrer in- 19,20,2; | 
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ſtint-of the Spirit, who kney 
what was the ſecret will and pur- 
pole of God in that matter, and 
therefore taught Lot to make in- 
rerceſhon for it according to the 
will of God. 

Thus alſo that holy woman 
Haznah, when ſhee prayed for a 
Soa, and in the pouring out of 
her ſpirit to the Lord in prayer, 
did before-hand dedicate and de. 
vote him to the Lord all hi 
dates, was queſtionleſs guided 


by a ſeeret and ſpecial inſtuRot] 


the ſpirit, to ask of God that 
very thing that was in the heart 
and purpoſe of God concerning 
her and her Son, though as yer 
ſecret and unknown, x Sazp, 1. 


R I00, II, 


Thus alſo the laſt Martyrs 
that ſuffered in the Marian daics, 
were taught from Heaven by 
the ſecret conduct of the ſpirit,to 
ask of God in prayer that: they 

might 


Chriſ 
bis wi 
Preva 
petiti 
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might be the laſt that ſhould ſuf- 
ter 1n that manner, and that the 
Lord would pat an end to the 
afflictions of his people. And 
were in that petition graciouſly 
heard and anſwered: for pre- 
ſently the life of that wicked 
Queen was cut off by the hand 
of God : And though many 0- 
thers were condemned, and war- 
rants iſſued out for the burning 


Jo them, yet the tydings of the, 
Queens death ſtayed the <xecu- ;; 
tion, and thoſe precious ſouls p. 893. 


vere, according to thelr petition, 


Jthe laſt that (uffered in that 


dloody perſecution, 

W hatever therefore the Saints 
do ask of God in prayer, by the 
help of his holy Spirit, and by 


[Faith in the Name of Jeſus 


Chriſt, they do ask accorcing ro 
his will,and therefore mult needs 
rrevail in Heaven, and have ſuch 
petitions granted and fulfilled on 
| M 3- earth, 


ox Mar- 


re. vol.z. 
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earth, 1 Foh, 5. 14,15. And thi Cons 
& the confidence that wee have i 1 
; k any thing a". 
him, that if wee ask any thing ” 
ing to his will, hee heareth w[93 
coratng to his wilt, m_ 
And if wee know that hee hear; 40e 
#5. Whatſoewver wee ak, wee kno boo 
that wee have the petitions that mi wy 
deſired of him, | 1 
Reaſon. FR” Ana of the Saints of- - 
3. tered up in Faith, do fall under Med 
the bleſſing of the mediation and 
1nterceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, tha 0H 
SOC greatHigh Prieſt over the Houſe - 
2 of God, who 1s entred jnto. the Clve 
Heavens, even Jeſus the Son 6 "4d 
God,whole office it is tO offer uy fir 6 
the prayers of alithe Saints with ral 
the ſpiritual ircenſe of his me- ai 
rits, whereby they do become "6 
acceptable to God, lor 
Tc pertained to the office, an Sel 
-x00-30. was the cuſtome of the Prieſts 7b 
"pA 16, under the Law to enter within ay 
I - the val}, and offer up the [weet wink 
Incenſe with the prayers of the — 
_____ Congregation, | 


thi 
e 1h 


ate 


| th, 
reth 
PII 
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Congregation, who uſually were 
without the door of the Taber 

pacle praying at the time of In- 

cenſe: And the time of the Prieſts; ,;.. . « 
offering up Incenſe was obſerved 9,10 

by the Congregation as a ipeczal 

time and ſeaton tor. prayer: And 

all -rhis was to typifie and point 

out ſomething of thePrieſtly and 
Mediatorial Office of Jeſus 

Chriſt, who 1s now entred with- 

n the va1l,into the holy of holtes, __ any - 
ie, the heavenly places them- -, © 
ſelves, there to appear in the pre- 

lence of God for us, as 4 Prieft 

for ever after the order of Melchiſe- 

deck : to offer up all the ſpiritual 
ſacrifices and ſervices of the 

Saints unto: his Father, with the 
ſprinkling of his blood,and ſweet 
perfume and incenſe of his pre- 

cious merits upon them, whereby 

their perſons, though compaſſed 

with many fias and infirmities, 

and their ſervices, though weak 

M 4--. - and 


x. Their 


perſons. 
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and imperfe& in themſelves, are 


made infinitely acceptable and 
well pleaſing unto the Father 
through him. 

I. Their perſons are made ac. 
ceptable unto the Father 
through him, Zpheſ. 1, 6, To the 
praiſe of hs glorious grace, wherein 
hee hath made us accepted in the tc- 
loved, 

Oh ye precious Saints of God, 
know that the acceptation of 
your perſons with the Father, 
ſtands not in your own Saintſhip, 


and perſonal righteouſneſs, bur in. 


the imputed righteouſneſs, preci- 
ous blood, and merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is made yours by 


Faith: So that by the blood of 


Jeſus ye are now made Kings and 
Prieſts unto his Father, and may 
come to the throne of grace with 


acceptation, Rev. 1.5.6.Uzts him 


that hath loved us, and waſhed us 


from our ſins in his own blood : And 


hath 


Verſ 


| the 1 
Ephe 
bold; 


him. 


hath 
t0Go 
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hath made #s Kings and Prieſts un- 
t8 God and bis Father ; therefore 
yee may come boldly to the 
throne of grace, through the glo- 
rious interceſſion of - |eſus your 
great High Prieſt, Heb. 4. 14. 
Seeing then that wee have a great 
High Prieſt, that i paſſed into the 
Heavens, Feſus the Son uf God. 


{Verſ. 16. Let ws come boldly nto 


the throze of grace, And again, 
Epheſ. 3. 12. 1n whom wee have 


boldneſs and acceſs by the Faith of 


him. 
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2. The ſervices, and ſpiritual x. Their 


acrifices of the Saints which they 


offer up ro God in Faith, are ac- 
ceptable to the Father through 
Jeſus Chriſt, x Pet. 2. 5. Yee alſo 
4 lively ſlenes are built up a ſpirt- 
tual-howſe, an holy Prie3thood,to of - 
fer up ſpiritual ſacrifice, acceptable 


| to God by Feſws Chriſt. 


W here obſerve, that the me- 


diztion and interceflion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


{EIVICGS. 
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Chriſt, is the procuring cauſe of 
all the Saints acceptation' with 


God, both as to their perſons,and | 


as to their ſervices, which here 


' arecalled ſpiritual ſacrifice, And 


Roma. Ge 1 


YEE Saints of God, know,. that |= 


our ſacrifices are not therefore 
acceptable ro God, becauſe ſpi- 


ritual, but becauſe offered to | 


God thorow Jeſus Chriſt, be- 
cauſe ſprinkled with the blood 
of Chriſt, 

Now it is the nature and pro- 
perty of Faith to lead us out of 
. onr {elves for acceptation, as well 
as for aſſiſtance, unto the blood, 


Ifa, 45. 24 300 righteouſneſs, and merits of 


Gal]. 2.19 


20 


Jeſus Chriſt, and Faith ſecks its 
Nay 2 with the Father one- 
b, and wholly through theme-. 
ation of Jeſus the Son of God. 
And therefore all the prayers 


of the Saints, which are put up in 


Faith, do come under the media- 
tion, and glorious interceſſion ot 


Jelus, 


Faith in Prayer, 


Jeſus, and are offered up to rhe 


Father by the Nand 'of Chriſt, 


who 13 therefore called the An- 
gel of the Covenanr, and ſaid to 


ſtand before the Altar, 2. e. the 
Incenſe Altar, becauſe hee of- 
fereth up continually the prayers 
of the Saints with his own hand, 


pertumed with the Incenſe of his 


own merits unto the Father, Rev. 
8. 3,4. And another Anecl came 
ard Stood at the Altar, having 's 
goldci Cenſer. And there was gi- 
ven unto him much Incea(e, that he 
ſhould offer it with the prayers of 
all Satnts upon the \golden' Altar: 
which was before the Throne : Ad 
the [make of the Iucenſe which came 
with the prayers of the. Saints, af-' 
ended up before God), (out of the 


| 4nzels hand, 


Oh needs muſt the Drayers of 
Faith, the beleeving prayers of 
all che Saints aſcend up before: 


God, and prevail in Heaven, . 
which 
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hand of this bleſſed Angel, even 
Jeſus, who is before the throne, 
And is there continually ! ſo thar 
it is alwaies the time of Incenſe 


with the Congregation of Gods |. 


praying people ; for this bleſſed 
Angel is day and night before 
the Throne , offering up their 


prayers with the pure Incenſe of 


his merits: Jeſus the Mediator 


and High. Prieſt of our profeſl-. 


ſion, is alway within. the vail, car- 


_ rying on this part of his Prieſtly 
office in Heaven, Heb. 7. 25. See- 


eng bee ever liveth to make inter- 
ceſ90n for them, 

It the Efficacy of Faith in 
prayer be ſuch, that the Saints 
may thereby prevail in Heaven : 
And that all things, whatſoever 
they ſhall ask in prayer, beleey- 
ing, they ſhall receive; then woe 
be toall ſuch as have the prayers 
of the Saints jnſtly engaged 4- 
gainſt 


which are . offered up by the 


Faith in Prayer. 


| gainſt them, It 1s eafter to ſtand 


before the greateſt Armies, be- 
tore the: combined powers and 
policies of the greatett Monarchs 
and Princes in the world, than to 


ſtand before the prayers of two 


or three poor Saints, who pray in 
Faith, and cry day and night to 
God tor help againſt their wicked 
perſecutors. | 
Tis ſtoried of the Champi- 


| ons, and Worthies of the Old 


Teſtament, amongſt other wor- 
thy deeds,and great things which 
they did by Faith : That by it 
they put to flight the Armies of 
the Aliens, and ſubJjued King- 
domes, Heb, x1. 33. Who through 
Faith ſubdued Kingdomes, ſtopped 
the mouths of Lions quenc hed the 
violence of fire, eſcaped the edge of 
the ſword, out of weakneſs, were 
made ſlreong, waxed waltant in 


feht, turned to flight the Armies of 


the Aliens, By Faith, z,e. by 


prayers 


— 
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prayers of: Faith; for they cryed 
unto the Lord in their ſtraits, and 


tyranny of their enemtes, the 
prayed to the Lord for help a- 


prayer they obtained help from 


Their enemies were wonder- 
fally brought under , might 
 Kingdomes ſubdued, and whole 
Armies ſtrangely conqueted, and 
ſhamefully pur to flight. 
Bxod,14 Sometimes without means, as 
27223 Pharach and all his Hoſt at the 
Red Sea, 
Sometimes by weak and con- 
Judges 4. temptible means; as Siſera fell 
ST by the hand of a woman, And 
AR 12.23 King Herod that bloody petlecu- 
tor,dyed by Worms or Lice. And 
the whole Army of the Miata- 
nites with the Amalekites, and all 
the children-of the Eaſt, who lay 
upon the gronhd . like Graſhop- 


gainſt them: And by Faith m. 


under the great oppreſſions and | 


God againſt their perſecutors. . | 


pers 
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pers (ſo great was their multi- 
tude) were put to flight by the 
dream of a Barley Cake tumb- 
ling into the Hoſt of Midian. 
Sometimes by contrary means, 
againft the very Law of nature, 


Ifriendſhip, and natural affeQion, 


$o proud and blaſphemous Sen- 


Inacherib fell by his own Song, 11a; 37.38 


whilft hee was worſhipping in 
the houſe of Niſerath his God, 
who were wonderfully oyer-ru- 
led by the power and proyidence 
of God, even againſt the: Law of 
nature and religion, to execute 
the wrath of God; and avenge 
the cauſe of his praying-people 
upon this proud and wicked pere 
ſecutor, So alſo the children of 
Moab, Ammon, and Mount-Seir, 
who were confederate againſt 
Fudah, were by the juſt judge- 
[ment of God at the prayer of 


food Fehoſaphat,given up to ſuch 


(ſpirit of diviſion and hatred a- . 
09s monglt 
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: Chron- Mong ſt themſelves, that they 


20.2332 4 fully {ct themſclves to deſtroy 


one another, and ceaſed. not till 
there was not one of them left. 


Sometimes by preternatural 


and extraordinary means, where 
ordinary means have failed, T hus 
the five Kings and. their Armies 
rhat tought againſt Foſhuah,were 


Joſh.40. 


IQz11 


ſubdued and deſtroyed chiefly by | 


- hailſtones from Heaven, And 
thus the King of Aſſyria's Army, 
Ifa. 27.36 COnliſting of an hundred and 
fourſcore and five thouſland,were 
{lain in one night by rhe hand of 
an Angel, Thus the mouths of 
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thoſe greedy and roaring Lions 


were ſtopped by an Angel, that | 
- Dan1,6. they could nor ſo much as touch ſt 


Daziel. And the burning deſtroy- 
ing power of the fiery Farnaceſo 
quenched by the glorious pre- 


22 


ſence of the Son of God, that it 

Dan. z, Dad no power ſo much as to 
25,2677 {inge the garments, or,hair of the 
heads 
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heads of thoſe three Worthies, 
Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abeaneeo. 
_Sothat the greateſt Monarchs, 
Princes, Generals, Armies; and 
Kingdomes of the world, have 
not been able to ſtand before the 
prayers of the Saints of God, 


{when they have prayed in Faith, 


and cryed to the Lord for help 


againſt them! __ 

Woe therefore be unto all 
thoſe againſt whom the Elect of 
God do cry for vengeance day 
and night 1 *Tis not in the power 
of the greateſt worldly force and 
pollicy to ſecure them from the 
revenging hand of God: No, but 
ſuch muſt certainly fall before 
the prayers of Gods Ele, Luke 
18. 7; 8, Azad ſhall not God tvenge 


| 


[4% own Eledt, which cry day and 


meht unts him, thouzh hee bear 
long with thens (5. e, with the per- 


0 
IC 
's 


'4 


| ſecutors) 1 tell you that hee will 


avenge them ſpeedily. EE OIITD 
Trans 
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Oh thar therefore the Kings 
and Princes, and Rulers of the 


Earth would bee wiſe and take | 


heed how by perſecuting and op- 
preffing the People of God, they 
conſtrain them to cry to Heaven 
#gainſt them : *Tis bleflſed coun- 
ſel which the Spirit of God gives 
by the mouth of his ſervant Da- 
via, Pſal. 2,10. Be wiſe now there- 


fore 0 yee Kines, be inſtrufted yee 


Fadges of the Earth : Serve the 
Lord with feat, and rejojce with 


trembling. Kiſs the Son, left hee | 


be angry, and yee periſh in the way : 
When his wrath 1s kindled bat 4 
little, bleſſed are all they that put 
therr truſt in him. 

What a great mercy and bleſ(- 
{ing then are the Saints and Peo- 
ple of God to the Nations, and 


Kingdoms, and Countries where | 


they live 2 who as ſo many Prin- 
ces, or rather Kings and Prieſts, 
bave power with, God; and caft 


by |-- 


ly Facob (who was a great wreſt- _ 
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|by Faith in prayer prevail with 


bum for aay thing? 

What a mercy was one pray- 
ing Moſes to the Nation of 1ſrael, 
when they had provoked the Pal. ro, 
Lord to jealoufie by the golden *3 
Calf * 

What a great mercy was one 
praying Lot to the City Zoar ? Gen.19.21 
which ſhould have been deſtroy= 
ed with Sodom and Gomorrah, had 
not Los prayed for it ? 

What a great bleſſing was ho- : 

« Z26 

ler with God in prayer, and asa 
Prince, had power with God,and 
prevailed, and upon that account. 
had his name changed from Fa- 
cob tO Iſrael) what a mercy I ſay Gene30.27 
was hee to the whole Family of 
his Qnckle Zabar, whillt he fſo- 
journed there * 39, 


That ſpeech of the Lord to 


King 4bimelech, and his People, 
concerning Abraham a poor tras 
. =, veller, 
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 veller and ſtranger, who came but 


to ſojourn in his Country for a 
time, 1s very remarkable, Gem. 


:20, 7. Now therefore reitore the 


* man hu Wife, for hee i a Prophet, 


 bimelech and his People. 


: 41d hee ſhall pray for thee, and thay 


alt live, Wrath was gone out 
from the Lord againſt King cA- 
And 
the prayers of Abraham , a 
poor ſtranger, prevail in Heaven 
for the lite of eAbimelech, who 
otherwaies was but a dead man, 


. and for thoſe in his houſe, whoſe 


Gen. 23.3, Whom Abtmelech had finfully 
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ag 


wombs were faſt cloſed up, be- 
cauſe of Sarah Abraham's Wite, 
ta- 
ken to him, Their own fin (not 
Abraham's {ojourning) had pro- 
cured wrath againſt them, And 
Abraham by prayer procureth 
ſparing and healing mercy for 
them! A ſinning Court, who 
daily proyoke the Lord againſt 
themſelyes- and ſubjegts, had 
FH * need 
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need of ſome praying ſouls daily 
to 1ntercede for them !. 
How great therefore is the er- 
rour of the wicked, - who look . 
upon the People of God as the 
onely troublers of their 1ſrael ? ; xing.rs. 
and attribute the cauſe of all 17 
their calamities and troubles to 
tne Lords faichful ſervants, 
which they procure unto them- 
ſelves by their own wickedneſs ? 
Juſtly therefore may the Lords 
People anſwer ſuch 4habs, in the 
words of that old non-conformiſt 
and good Prophet Elijah,1 King, 
18. 18, Wee have not troubled 1|- 
racl, but thow, and thy Fathers 
bouſe, in that yee have forſaken the 
Commandements of the Lord, and 
thos haſt 
nor the zealous and conſcientious 
non conformiſt,that troubles the 
Court and Country, but the I- 
dojatrous and (aperſtitious par- 


followed Baaliy! *'Tis 


ty, who caſt off the Commande- 
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ments of the Lord, and ſet up 
their own inventions, and as a 
greater aggravation of their 
wickedneſs,wonld compel others 
to fin with them. 

Oh that therefore the eyes of 
the Nations, of the Kings and 
Judges of the earth were opened 
to diſcern aright, and te fee who 
are the troublers of 1ſrael, and 
who are the chariots and horſe- 
men thereof : Well ! that blefled 
day is a coming,wherein theKings 
of the earth even ſhall hate that 

ſcarlet whore, & tear her fleſh,& 
burn her with fire,even ſo Ames. 


The good Lord haſten ic in his} 
duetime,and let all theSaints ſay, | 


Come Lord Feſus, come quickly. 


Well then.! whatever wicked | 
 menſay,whatever proud men ſay 


out of the blindre(s,and hardneſs, 
and unbelcef of their hearts; yet 
the zealous and conſcientious 
-non-conformifts are - not the 


troublers 


ly Gaodis (o jealous, and his peo- 
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troublers of 1ſrael, but the Cha- 2 King.z- 
riots and Horſe-men thereof: Are kg, . _ 
got jthe Kings enemies bur his x3.14 © If 
and their Countries beſt friends 2 | 
and wicked men will be found at xes. 19. 
laſt co be the worſt ſubjects and 19, 30, 21 
enemies both to their King and 
Country, 

Let the Nations, Kings and 
Princes of the earth therefore 
know, thart 'tis their beſt intereſt 
to cheriſh, protect and incourage 
a praying and a holy people, 
though they cannot in all things 
conform to their laws and cu- 
ſtoms in the matters ofGods moſt 
holy worſhip,about which the ho- 


ple ſo truly and tenderly conſci- gn | 
entious. And the prayers of ſuch 1s. 6.1+ | 
2 people ſhall prevail more in | 
Heaven for their King and Coun- 
try, in order to their defence and 
ſafety, thanall the Chariots. and 
Horſe-men, Souldiers & Armies, 

N 4 Powers 
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Power and Policy that the whole 
world can afford them, 
'Then©O ye Saints and Servants 


of the moſt high God, who have. 


received the ſpirit of Adoption, 
and have an intereſt in Jeſus :+--- 
great High Prieſt, who is entred 
into the Heavens for us, even Je- 
ſos the Son of God, come boldly 


with 1 


* Ityrs « 


to th 


nigh 
| kph 


tl hd 


and daily to the throne of grace, d. 


improve your intereſt in Heaver, 
and try what faith and prayer will 
dd there for the help of your na- 
tive Country,your poor affiited 
brethren abroad in the world, for 
the conſolation and deliverance 


of Zton, that City of God, and 
for the confufion and deſtruction 


of mighty 8abel, that Mother of 
Harlots, and abominations of the 


earth, who hath corrupted the | 


whole earth with her fornications, 
involved the whole Creation in 
ſuch a woful bondage and thral- 
dome; and made her ſelf drunk 

| with 


Faith tn Prayer. 137 
e [with the blood ofSaints and Mar- 

 [tyrs of Jeſus. Come boldly I ſay Heb. + 16 
$ to the throne of Grace, and cry Lads = 
| vl _'*; . Sug: CO 
e, [ to Heaven even day and 


{Þight, and give the Lord no reſt Ifa.6z.6,, 
nll he doth ariſe,and make his Fe- 
»ſalem a praiſe in the earth, and PP: #7-3 
uJhl all thoſe glorious things 
hich are ſpoken of that City of 
od, and execute all the judge- 
ents written agalnſt Babylon to. 
hinde her Kizes in chains, and her . gs 
Nobles in links of Iron, This ho- 
Inour have all his Saints. 
O ye Saints, this 1s an honour 
that the God of Heaven and 
- |rarch hath put upon you (by vit-Rey. :1.3, 
tue of the anointing and unction 45,6 
of the holy one that 1s upon you) 
Ifor thatend to be the witneſles of 
| Jeſus Chriſt, and to open and 
ſhut Heaven by your prayers,and 
toſmice the earth with plagues 
2s often as ye will, to pray down 
the mighty Kingdome' of Babel, rey.ri.ro 
which 


PA . 
= = 
—— 


4 Per.3; - 
22513 


they may caſt you into priſons, 


drive you into exile and baniſh- 
ment,] 
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which is Antichriſt, and to | 


27 men! 


up the glorious and everlaſtingh;e , 
Kingdome of Jeſys Chriſt; toſgiric 


pray out theſe old Heavens, and 
old earth,wherein dwellerch wick. 
edneſs, and to pray inthe new 
Heavens,and new Earth,whereio 
ſhall dwel righteouſneſs & peace, 

This is an honour, I ſay, which 
the God of Heaven and Earth 


hath put upon you, that ye ſhould] 
Zeth. 4-14 ſtand before the God of the 


whole earth, and be inſtrument 
and influential in and about thele 
great things. 


And this honour can no maa| 


take from youzthis is a priviledge 


and honour given you from] ; 
Heaven, and 'tts not in the powet| 


of all the devils in hell by temprt- 
ing,nor all the powers of earth by 
perſecuting, to take it from you; 


your 
1s nj; 
acce 
cant 
you 
fron 
the? 
Wor 


"fits: 
and 


lay you in the darkeſt dungeons, 


bug 


; bo 
and 
1ck. 
new 
rei 
ace, 
mch 
2th 
uld 
the 
nt 

zeſt 


may 
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nent, but ſtill where-ever you 
gre, what-ever your outward cor: 
dition be; Heaven 1s open over 
ur heads, and the ſpiric of grace 
s nigh your hearts, ye may have 
acceſs to the throne of grace, they 
cannot keep out the Spirit from 
you, nor ſhut out your prayers 
trom aſcending before God , if 
they will not ſuffer you to utter 
words,ye may pour out your ſpi-7 53 
rits,and-figh and groan inwardly, jg? 


knowerh what 1s the mind of the 
ſpirit. I ſay, ye may come freely 
and boldly to the throne of grace, 


de 


the way1s open,and none can ſhut 


OM) it; *ris a new and a living way,not 


wet 
pt- 
| by 
Ou; 
ns 


—- 


_ 


of works,but of grace; not by the 
blood of Bulls and of Goars, bur 
by the blood of Jeſus; neither 
your fins,nor your enemies there- 
fore can ſhut it; if it were an old 


wy 


NC} 


Covenant way of acceſs by 
works, and mans righteouſneſs, 
your 


Me I, 


SE” -: 


Rom» $. 
and hee who ſearcheth the heart, 26,27 
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y ar fins might ſhut it, and you 


not be able to enter into the ho- 


leſt, or if it were a way of acceſs 
by carnal and external ſacrifices, 
your enemies migit ſhut it, and 
Dan.8.11- make the daily {acrifice to ceaſe, 
either by denying you liberty, 
or wherewichall to ſacrifice. 
| Bur now ſeelng it is a new Co- 
venant way of acceſs, not by 
works, and mans righteouſneſs, 
but by free grace, and Gods righ- 
teouſneſs imputed by Faith to 
them that beleeve nat by exter- 
nal ſacrifice, but by the blood 
and ſpirit of Jeſus the Son of 
God; lift up your heads, and know 
that *tis not in the power of your 
fins, or enemies, to hinder your 
daily acceſs to the throne of 
grace; if you have Faith but as a 
grain of Muſtard-ſeed, and come 
1a the exerciſe of that Faich by 
the blood of Jeſus, yee may ask 
and haye, prevail with God by 


prayer 


—____©_w__ 


ference, 
Laſtly, And to ſhut up all,O ye uſcla& 


Faith in Prayer: 


prayer for all things whatſoever, _ 
| there 15 nothing too great, or too 


good for God to beſtow upon 
youz he hath ſet you no bounds, 
but bids you ask what you will: 
And all things, whatſoever ye ſhall 
«6k in prayer,beleewing, ye ſhall re- 
ceive, Let mee therefore cloſe up 
this exhortation with the words 
of the holy Apoſtle, Heb.1o, 19, 
20,21, 22, Having therefore bold- 
xeſs to enter into the —_—y the 
blood of Feſus, by a new and hwinge 
way, which he hath conſecrated for 


we, through the wail, that ts to ſay, 


hts fleſh, and having aw hieh Pric 
wa the houſe of ju, : LO a = 
near with a true heart, and in fall 
aſſurance of Faith: having our 
hearts ſprinkled from an evil con 


Tſrael of God;who asPrinces have 
power with hin-thus to prevail tn 
Heaven, that all: things wharſo- 
E re ever 


\ -< b 
» 1 © ww 
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ever ye ask in-prayer, beleeving, 
ye are ſure to receive; give all 
the glory unto Jeſus Chriſt, and 
caſt your crowns down at his teer, 
and give glory to the Lamb, 
through whom alone it is that-ye 
thus overcome- and prevail by 


Rag1e 
of Je 
you, 


poll, 


hey 
the ir 
rom 


Faith againſt all rhe powers of (drew 


Hell and Earth. | 


_ . Ohlearn that new ſong, Rev. 5. 


9. T bou art worthy to take the book, 
aud to open the ſeals thereof(not we 
are worthy,but rhou art worthy) 
to have honour, and glory, .and 
bleſling, and power : As verſ.12, 
13.for verſ.10,Thou waſf [lain,and 
haſt redeemed ws to God by thy blood, 
out of every kindred tongue,and peo- 
ple,and nation, and haſt made us 
unto our God Kings and Prieſts. 
Oh know, and freely confeſs 
before Angels and men, thar it is 
not by your own holineſs,or righ- 


reoulneſs,that ye do any of theſe 


great things; bur-by Faichin 5h6 
-* | name, 


reat 

id h 
that( 
hed, 
they 
1nd 
from 
God. 


why 


l hy l 


thous 
we 4 
God o 


cob, 


Irlors 


liver, 


[name 
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8, me,the bleſſed and holy name 
all þf Jeſas; ler the ſame mind be in 
nd ſyou, that was in che holy A- 
et, jpoitles, Petey and Fohx,who when 
b, they had done a great work upon 
ye [the impotent man (who was lame 
dy from his Mothers womb, which 
of Krew the eye of the people with 
reat admiration towards then} 
5. Kid humble and abaſe themſelves, 
#, (thatChriſt alone might be magni- 
e [fied,& have all the glory of what 
7) [they had done,direQing the eye, 
d |:nd expeRation of the people 
 jfrom them unto Jeſus the Son of 
4 |God, A@#.3. 12, Ye wen of Iſracdl, 
i, [why marvel yee at ths ?F£/ Or 
- |= hy look yet ſo earneſtly on us< 45 
s [though by our own power or holineſs 
bye hot made thes man to walks The 
S [God of Abraham, Iſacc, and of Fa- 
5 (cob, the God of our Fathers hath 
- |elorified his Sou Feſus, whom ye de- 
 Wivered up,&Fc. And werſ.n6. His 
| |neme, throngh Faith in hs _ 
alt 


__}_ 
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hath made this man ſtrong whom 1 | 
fee and Enow,Yeathe Faith which is | 


him, hath given him thus perfe 


pundneſs in the preſence of you ally] 
Oh here 1s a choice and excel+ 


lent ſpirit indeed ! here is the lif 


and glory of Faith indeed ! todg 


great thin FE in me name and 
Reeng th of C 


'©h ye Saints and Servant. of 0 
God,know, that *cis not by. you 
own power and holineſs, by yo 


own Saintſhip and worthineſs,bug 
by the power and holine(s,by ro 


blood and righteouſneſs, by th 
mediation and interceſſion of Je+ 
ſus, thar ye 'do any of theſe greay 


things by Faith in prayer. . | 
Therefore I ſay again and agzin] 
vealltheglory to Jeſus Chriſty | | 
et nothing be given' to faith, no-! 


thing be given.to prayer;nothing, 


be given or aſcribed to your. own | 


Vninp or: holineſs, bur let - 
the 


blefſing. And every creature which 
Oo ; 


Fath in Prayer; 


the glory be given to God and co 
the Lamb who is in'the midſt of 
the throne, but the holy Angels, 


the four beaſts,& four and twens 
ty Elders, with all the heavenly 
hoſt, whoſe number is ten thou- 
{and times ten thouſand, are all 
about the throne, not ſharing the 
olory & honor withJeſas Chriſt, 


1] chough they have been mimiſte- 


rally inſtrumental in the hand of 
Chriſt co accompliſh theſe greac 
works;but giving all the glory to 
him, and to him alone, Rev.5.11. 
I2, 13,14. And 1 beheld, and1 
heard the woyce of matty Angels 
roxnd about the thront,and the beaſts 
aud the Elders, and the number of 


| them was ten thouſand times ten- 


 thouſand,and thouſand of thouſands. 


"3 


Saying with a loud voyce, worthy & - 


the Lamb that was ſlain, ts receive 
ower aud riches and wiſdome, and 
ftreneth, and honor, andglory, and 


55 


® 
- 
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is in Heaven, and on earth,and w- 
Aer the rank, and ſuch as are mihe 
ſea, and all chat are in them, heard., 
1 4 jpegs wh bleying, honor, glory, and 
aver beants bum that fateth upon 


ive Throne and unite the Lamb for |. 


ever and ever. Aud the fowr Beaſts, 
and rhe four and twenty Elders fell 
down and worſhipped him that liv- 
eh for ever and ever. Even ſo A- 
Wen. 
And let all the 4 els In.hea- 
ven, and-all the Saints in Hea- 
 venand earth, and all creatures, 
pon ned things be nothing, be 
efſe then nothing, be overſha- 
dowedand dii-appear,that Jeſus 
Chriſt the Lamb of God may be. 
all in 4ll, and appear in his glory;?- 
and ſhine as the Sun of righte- | 
ouſnel; in the higheſt heavens for 
ever and ever, 
And let all the Saints and holy 
Angels,who are but ſtars,remem- - 
ber and knowthat they ſhine bur | 
with 


= 
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with a borrowed light, and ther- 
fore mult diſappear at the appea- 


| ring of this glorious Sun, chat all 
. the world may behold his face in 
-Righreouſneſs, and the whole 
earth be enlighrned with his glo- 


iy. . 
. Lethimbeiruc, and every maj 
4 Lyer, let him be holy, and every 
241 4 ſinner; he muſt increaſe, but 
we muit decreaſe. 
And let every Saint and ſer- 
vant of God ſay, let every triend 
of the Bridegroom ſay, Thi my 
Joy therefore is fulfilled : tor this 1s 


' the greatend of the Saints, ac- 


ceſs unto, & acceptance with the 


| Father. through Jeſus. Chriſt. 
[-F0b.14.1 3. 4nd whatſoever ye ſhal 
| aste im my namegthat will 1 as, that 


the Father may be glerificd in the 


Son, If God and Jeſus Chriſt be 
| hereby glorified,we have our end, 
& Cur al . | 


The ſumm,znd ſcope,and per- 
> O's tection 
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fection of all our faith, and hope 
of all our praying,preaching,heat- 
ing,reading, doing, and ſuffering, 


Ifa.61. 3- is this, That he may be glorified,” 


In this therefore let us joy and 
rejoyce, in this let-onr fools ac. 
quieſle, and take up, as in our ſpi- 
ritual center and Heavenly reft * 
as in our Caxaun,our Heaven, our 
all, which is dearer and ſweeter 
£0. us then our reputations, E- 


ſtares,liberries,lives, yea then our 


very ſouls,thenall our own con- 
cernments. That Jeſus Chriſt , 
and theFacher in him is glorified 
and exalted by the great things 
that he doth and will do in Hea- 
ven, tor 1::s poor, finfaol, and un- 
wortby, rempred, and afflicted 


_ Servants here on earth, Heb, 13, 


7,8. Confidering the end of their 
conVerſation Feſus Chriſt, the ſame 
Jefterday, and to day, and for ever. 


oh 
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Ir ERRATA, 
= 4 
'R |  FNrhe Epiſile, page 2. line 6. for form read 


from and page 4. linez 1. read thoſe, In rhe 
Il | Berk, p. 59d. 12. I. life, pe 75 1. 22. blor our 
1- thes Þ. 83, le 2. 5. Non-Ordinancers, p, 152, 
A {. 13, Is Demonſtration. 
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